
 

In October a committee of 3 gathered to discuss the 
  upcoming holiday season and how could they and Clarkston  
 United Methodist Church make a difference to families during  
    the 2009 Christmas Season.  The outcome of that meeting  
      came the first year for the Christmas Connection Program.   
    Once presented to the congregation no one was quit sure    
how well it would be received but a leap of faith had been taken 
and what a blessing it has been. 

With your help and generosity, 13 families were connected with a small group or 
family from the congregation.  These groups met with their family, discussed their 
Christmas wishes, bought and delivered these gifts all the while making a connection 
and building a relationship with these families. 

Your generous donations of hundreds of dollars worth of gift cards allowed us to help 
9 other families. These families came to our church seeking assistance with Christmas 
gifts for their families.  What a blessing it was to provide them with gift cards, food 
and packages. 

The Christmas Angel Food Basket program was a huge success due to the hard work 
and dedication of Girl Scout troop #74007 and Boy Scout troop #126.  The Boy 
Scout Food Drive collected enough food to fill 21 baskets for families and 15 baskets 
for some senior citizens of our church.  The girl scouts bought personal items for each 
of the baskets and spent an evening packing the food.  On December 21st, the boy 
scouts delivered the baskets to the families.  We are so thankful for their continued 
commitment to this program and look forward to working 
with them again in 2010. 

A monetary donation from the Independence Township 
offices allowed us to buy a turkey for each senior citizen 
and a ham for each family along with a $15.00 Kroger gift 
card. 

Your support was an incredible blessing for the 21 families 
who woke up Christmas morning with gifts and goodies 
for their families.  Those families now know thereõs a 
church family who cared enough to reach out and show 
them Christõs love. 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

In January, I spent a week being trained as a Stephen Ministry Leader.  Stephen 
Ministry is a program of offering compassion and care to persons who are facing 
challenging times.  It takes seriously the call upon the church,  "To equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ" (Ephesians 4:12-13)  It is a 
program of empowerment providing 50 hours of training for members who will 
then care for persons who would be strengthened, encouraged and comforted to 
have a person walk with them through difficult times. 

Our church has had a Stephen Ministry program for several decades.  As we 
look to the future, it will remain as a critical component for our ministry.  It is a 
wonderful example of our mission statement to, òvitally connect people to people 
and people to Godó.  It fulfills at least three of our five core values.  I am excited 
to serve a congregation where valuing the care for people in difficult 
circumstances is valued.  I look forward to sharing with Stephen Ministers and 
Leaders ideas of how to enhance, expand and strengthened this ministry. I am 
grateful to the church for sending me and allowing this training to enrich me. I 
will support the current leadership of Pastor Reed and Sharon Sherrow as we 
move forward.  We will also continue to offer Christ and Christian compassion 
through our Prayer Ministry, Parish Visitors, Career Transition, Food Pantry, 
Pastor emergency fund, Grief Support, Meal ministry, Caring Hearts Card 
Ministry and in so many other ways. 

While I was in Orlando, I received an email from a member who has recently 
gone through a difficult time.  One simple sentence in the email jumped out at 
me.  Every minute of our life truly does have meaning.  This is true in times of joy and 
suffering. God is present in all moments.  May God give each of us this awareness 
and when possible, to walk in faith with each other. 

 

Christõs Peace, 

Pastor Rick 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 
 

Wednesday, February 17th  
12:00pm and 7:00pm 
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From Pastor Reed 
Being thankful when times are tough 

First of all don't worry.  I know easy for you to say.  But we all know in our 
hearts worrying doesn't change anything. It's stewing without doing. There's no 
such thing as born worriers; worry is a learned response. You learned it from your 
parents. You learned it from your peers. You learned it from experience. That's 
actually good news. The fact that worry is learned means it can also be 
unlearned. Jesus says, "So don't worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own 
worries. Today's trouble is enough for today." 

Next try to pray about everything.  Philippians 4:6 teaches us, òDon't worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all 
he has done.ó  So when you catch yourself worrying, which you will youõre 
human after all, stop and pray.  If you prayed every time you worried, you'll 
have a whole lot less to worry about. Some people think God only cares about 
religious things, such as how many people I invite to church or my tithing. But 
God is interested in everything about you.  Car payments? Work? Kids? 
Parents? Yes, yes, yes, and yes. He's interested in every detail of your life. That 
means you can take anything you face to God. 

Whenever you pray, you should need included praise and thanks.  The 
healthiest human emotion is not love -- but gratitude. It actually increases your 
immunities; it makes you more resistant to stress and less susceptible to illness. 
People who are grateful are happy. But people who are ungrateful are miserable 
because nothing makes them happy. They're never satisfied; it's never good 
enough. So if you cultivate the attitude of gratitude, of being thankful in 
everything, it reduces stress in your life. 

Think about the right things. I read this on a bumper sticker, and yes you had 
to get really close to read it: 

Watch you thoughts, your thoughts become your words 
Watch your word they become your actions 
Watch your actions they become your habits 
Watch you habits for they form your character. 
Watch your character it shapes your life. 

Why is this important? Because the root cause of stress is the way I choose to 
think. 

When we no longer worry, when we pray about everything, when we give 
thanks, when we focus on the right things, the Apostle Paul tells us the result is, 
"The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus."  What a guarantee! The ultimate gift of a relationship with 
Christ, guarantees peace of mind as well! 

May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
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CHILDREN  

Valentineõs Day Dance is Friday, February 19th from 7-9pm.  
Everyone is invited to CUMCõs Valentineõs Dance in Fellowship Hall.  
CUMCõs own Ben Mackey will be our DJ again this year.  Enjoy some 
great music and light refreshments too---free!   
 

Lounge 456 Lock-In is Friday, February 19-Saturday, February 20th.  
Start the night with some pre-Lock In festivities at the Valentineõs Dance from 7-
9pm.  Then stay the night (if you are in the 4th, 5th or 6th grade) for the Lock-In.  
Lock-in activities begin at 9pm and include games, a movie, pizza, tie dying, and 
more.  Enjoy breakfast at 7:30am on Saturday, and head home at 8am. You simply 
need to bring a sleeping bag, pillow, toiletries, and a flashlight.  RSVP for the Lock
-In to Annette at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.   (Please note that there will be 
numerous parent chaperones spending the night too!)   
 

Children to Church (CTC) Sundays have begun! Once per month, children 
(Kindergarten-Lounge 456) will attend approximately 15 minutes of a worship 
service in the sanctuary.  Please sign in your children upstairs as usual on these 
Sundays.  The kids will come down with their Sunday school class and sit together 
while they experience a bit of worship service.  They will return to their Sunday 
school classrooms where they can be picked up after worship service. 
 

Looking ahead . . . CUMCõs Easter Egg Hunt is Saturday, March 27th at 
3pm.  Enjoy some snacks, crafts, an egg hunt, and a visit from a furry, white 
friend.  Open to everyone and free.   
 

Y OUTH  

Please make the following notes 
for the night of February 7, which is Super Bowl Sunday: 

611 worship will be at 3:05 and 30 seconds (half of 611) on Feb. 7 
There will be no Fuel on the night of Feb. 7 
Club 89 and SNL are invited to the Youth Super Bowl Party from 6:30 to 10PM 
at the Lyons' residence, 5324 Glenwood Creek Drive 
 

All Youth Groups will meet from 6PM-8PM on Sunday night, February 14, to 
assist with the 611 Valentine's Party for the residents of Whaley Children's Home. 
 

Confirmation Students ñ Please remember to meet at the church at 7PM on 
Thursday, Feb. 18, and we will return to the church at 2PM on Sunday, Feb. 21. 
 

Youth Parents ñ Please help us with our Sunday night programs by signing up 
to provide snacks on the bulletin board next to the youth lounge. 
 

Spring Hill Information  
6th-8th graders - With the deadline past, please call Greg in the church office, or 
email him at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org if you have any questions about the March 
5-7 weekend.  For your weekend, the forms can be found on the youth page of our 
church website or at www.springhillcamps.com, and the forms and balance of the 
payment is due on Sunday, Feb. 28. 
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  

 
February Music Schedule for Worship in Sanctuary 
 
February 7 9:00am Chancel Choir and Sacred Dance 
 11:15am Cherub Choir, Chancel Choir and Sacred Dance 
 
February 14 9:00am Special Music 
 11:15am Chancel Choir 
 
Wednesday, February 17 
 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service Jubilate Bells 
 
February 21 9:00am Chancel Choir and Menõs Choir 
 11:15am Menõs Choir 
 
February 28 9:00am Cherub Choir, Wesley Choir and Chancel Choir 
 11:15am Jubilate Bells 
 
 

The Youth Choir will be on tour the last weekend of February.   
They will be singing in churches in the Ann Arbor area and presenting their musical 
at the United Methodist Retirement Community in Chelsea.  We ask for your 
prayers for the choir members, chaperones and all those who will hear the musical 
that weekend.  The Youth Choir will then present the musical at our morning 
worship services on March 14th.  Thank you for your kind support of this groupõs 
outreach and personal growth through Godõs gift of music. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sacred Dance - Open to anyone who would like to express  
their love of God through music and dance. Ages 9 to adult.  
No dance experience required. Practices are held on Thursdays,  
5:30-7 pm.  Only  one month commitment for each dance.   
For more information, please contact Adreena Harley at 
adreena_harley@yahoo.com or 248-394-0158. 
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 A DULTS  
 

CUMC Womenõs Retreat is scheduled for April23-25, 
2010 at the Lake Huron Retreat Center in Lakeport, MI. 
We will be returning to this lovely facility on Lake Huron 
for a wonderful time of spiritual renewal with old friends 
and new. Our theme this year is The Gift of Presence. 
Our retreat Leader will be our own Sharon Thomas! 
Sharon is not only a gifted music and worship leader, but 
also an excellent spiritual leader! She will be leading us in 
an exploration of the abiding presence of God, using images such as òBidden or not, 
God is there, ó and we will consider the Holy Spiritõs presence with us and its 
manifestations ð God being as close as our breath and breathingõs close connection 
to inspiration/respiration. We will talk about being present to one another: òThe 
Christ in me greets the Christ in thee.ó The weekend will help us learn how to take 
a little of the mindfulness of Godõs presence with us back into our daily lives. 
Reserve your place by signing up on the bulletin board across from the 

main office and with your deposit for $60 made out to CUMC.    
Room price for 3 persons to a room are $140 per person; for 2 people to a room is 
$160 per person. Donõt worry if you donõt have a roommate to sign up with ð many 
friendships have developed over the years when rooming with someone you donõt 
know well! We have reserved 40 spaces at the retreat center and as of today, 31 
spaces have been signed up for ð deposit checks are needed ASAP.  
We can request additional space in another building once all 40 spaces 
have been reserved. 

 
Lenten Studies ñ  Pastor Rick will be preaching on Jesusõ life and ministry this 

Lenten Season. There is a companion study book Celebrate 
the Risen Christ available through Cokesbury for those 
interested in a Lenten Study or want to continue their 
Prodigal God small group. The Parlor class will be studying 
this book beginning February 21st at 10 am.  Please contact 
Christine Wyatt at cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org or check the 
CUMC web page in February for other opportunities. 

 
Menõs Group Wood Shop ñ  Meet at Carl Bidingerõs house  
twice each month: on the 2nd Wednesday, 9:30am-12:00pm  
and on the 3rd Monday, 7:00ð 10:00pm.  We make toys for the  

P.E.T project, as well as other items to raise money for the UMM.   
Contact Carl for more information:  
248-318-4867 or carlbidinger@gmail.com 
6275 Shappie Road Clarkston, MI 48348 
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UMM   
  

2010 CUMC Men's Retreat @ Lake Huron Retreat 
Center Sept 10-12, 2010 (only 3 spots open!) Pastor Rick Dake will be leading 
"Step Up & Step Out in Faith".  To hold your spot please call Tim Sherrow 248 620-
6052 and submit a $20 deposit to Carole Meyers and the balance due of $100 by Aug 
1, 2010.  Don't miss out on this awesome week-end! 
 

CUMC Men's Bible Study 
Thursday Eve 6:30pm-7:30pm - Library (Jeff Smolek, Dave Kanous) 
Friday Morn 7:00am-8:00am - Parlor (Bill Anderson) 
 

February 2010 Men in Honor of Faith  Dave Kauffman is this month's recipient 
and will be awarded at the Feb 21 Men's Breakfast.  Thank You Dave for all of your 
time, talent & leadership at CUMC, especially leading the PET Project. 
  

Feb 16 (Tuesday) 7pm - CUMC Men's Committee Meeting 
All men of the church are welcome to drop in and join the committee meeting. 
  

Feb 21 (Sunday) 7:30am - CUMC Men's Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 
All Men of the church are welcome to come to Men's Breakfast @ 7:30am, no signup 
necessary, just come as you are!  Our guest speaker is from the Whaley 
Children's Center in Flint (sight of the 2010 CUMC Adult Righteous Mission Project 
later this summer - Tom Creech lead)  Please come to the breakfast and be blessed! 
  

Feb 21 (Sunday) 12:00pm - 1st ANNUAL CUMC "CHILI COOK-OFF" 
This event will take place in Fellowship Hall following the 11:15am Service - for 
entry details & rules please contact Carl Bidinger @ 248 318-4867 or e-mail 
carlbidinger@gmail.com 
  

Feb 27 (Saturday) 8am  - BROTHERHOOD BREAKFAST at BETHEL UMC  
This is the Annual Flint District UMMen Brotherhood Breakfast hosted by the  
Men of Bethel United Methodist Church 1309 N. Ballenger Hwy Flint, MI. 48504  
President Bethel UMMen John Maxwell 1 810 238-3843 - free will offering.   
The breakfast will feature Devotions, Music, Breakfast, Recognition of Churches,  
and a Guest Speaker - for more information please contact Jay Bleim at  
H:248 625-0875 or C:248 875-4112l 
 

UMW   
 

Alethea Rose will meet on Thursday, February 4 at 7:00pm in the 
Youth Lounge to watch a highly recommended movie "Fireproof." 
 

Heart of Hannah will meet on Wednesday, February 10 at 9:30am in 
the Youth Lounge to work on Baptism blankets and sorting books for our 
book drive.  
 

Susanna Wesley will meet on Wednesday, February 3 at 9:30am in the parlor.  
We will be preparing Valentine bags for the girls at Children's Village and doing our 
Pledge Service. 
 

Whobody Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00pm in the parlor. 
 
 

As always, any women of the church are invited to attend any of these events. 
 
 
 
 
 

M ISSIONS 
PET Project:   
TBD 
  

God Bless....             
Dave Kauffman  dkauffyman@yahoo.com     248-673-1404 
 
 

CLARKSTON  

http://us.mc301.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dkauffyman@yahoo.com
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View the most recent version of the  
CUMC calendar  
at our website: 

www.clarkstonumc.org  

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00ñ11:00am Parlor Class   
10:10ñ11:00am Parentõs Circle 
11:15amñ12:15pm Worship Service 
11:00amñ12:30pm 7th & 8th Grade Class 
5:30ñ6:10pm    FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm    Worship Service 
7:00ñ8:00pm    Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm    SNL   
7:00ñ9:00pm Coupleõs Bible Study 
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm  Knitting from the Heart 
6:00ñ7:00pm Tai Chi 
7:00ñ8:30pm Revelation Class 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am  Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:00am Line Dancing 
9:00ñ11:30am  Covenant Group 
4:30ñ5:15pm  Angelus Bells 
5:00ñ7:00pm Pizza & Proverbs 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Cherub Choir 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm  Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm  Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ8:30pm Gospel of Mark 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Jubilate Bells 
 

THURSDAY  
9:15ñ11:30am Esther Class 
5:30ñ7:30pm  Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm  Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm Intro to Basic Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm Chancel Choir 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm AA Meeting 
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View the most recent version of the  
CUMC calendar  
at our website: 

www.clarkstonumc.org  

40 Days of Lent 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 

and ends on Easter Sunday.   
The 6 Sundays during Lent are 
commemorations of our Lordõs 
resurrection and therefore are  
not counted in the 40 days. 


