
 

 

AN INVITATION TO JOIN A JOURNEY 
 

In Exodus, God imposes upon 
Moses to lead his people out of 
Egypt.  Moses is unsure of where 
he should go and what he should 
do,  so he looks for excuses.   God 
is not dissuaded in choosing Moses.  
Instead, Moses receives all he will 
need to fulfill the mission God has 
called him to complete.  When the 
CUMC Study Committee met for 
the first time on March 13, Pastor 
Rick Dake said, òToday we have a 
sense we are on holy ground.  We 
arenõt here by accident.  We must 
pray, trust, and listen to Godõs voice even though, like Moses, we are not certain 
where this journey will take us.  Let us lay our fears and inadequacies down and trust 
God to lead and empower us to fulfill Godõs vision and mission for this church.ó 
 
The CUMC Study Committee does know the journeyôs purpose is to discern, act and 
fulfill Godõs vision for Clarkston United Methodist Church.  Along the way the committee 
will focus on the churchõs health and growing areas, listen to hear what God desires of 
us and focus on what must happen to fulfill that vision.  The Committee recognizes 
God as their ultimate GPS but congregational prayer, questions and directions are also 
important.  Please join the journey as together in faith we all move toward a future 
God will reveal to us.  
 
More information and updates will be available on the CUMC website or talk to any 
committee member:  Rick Dake, Brenda DuPree and Ric Huttenlocher, co-chairmen; 
Jay Bleim, Lisa Brandman, Debi Damico, Larry Hahn, Julie Hall, Dave Hickey, Tom 
Hill, Jan Lewis, Tracey Payne, Denise Rusnell, Sharon Sherrow, Janice  Slunick, Jeff 
Smolek, Tom Snudden, Dave Valley, Tracy Wellman and staff members Rob 
Gilkerson, Greg Martin, Annette Siminiski, Reed Swanson, Sharon Thomas, and 
Christine Wyatt. 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

When were we taught the best way to deal with difficult issues was to draw up 
sides and attack each other?  Blame, slander, and vilification of those we disagree 
with seem to be the order of the day.   Recent debates on health care reform have 
taught us that some have never matured in the way to resolve differences.   No 
matter your opinion of whether the bill for reform should have passed, is there 
anyone who feels good about the spirit of the discourse among our elected 
leaders?    

Of course, this is not a slam on either political party.  It is on all involved.  
Unfortunately, the inability to deal with difficult decisions and controversial issues 
is not limited to our state and federal elected leaders.  I imagine you might be 
aware of some other examples also.   

So why would I write about this in the Chimes?  It is because there is a better 
way.  Matthew 18.  Matthew 18 is a powerful chapter that gives a foundation on 
how to deal with conflict.  It makes some basic assumptions like respect, 
forgiveness, honesty, speaking to each other rather than about each other and so 
much more.  Even when conflict gets to the height of brokenness, Christians are 
called to treat those we are in difficulty with like tax collectors and Gentiles.  Of 
course, we know what Jesus did to them.  He died for them; for us.   

I recognize there is a great deal of cynicism as to the possibility for us to 
positively change the level of debate in our country.  My hope is we will all take 
time to read and pray Matthew 18.  (Maybe there will one day be a sermon series 
on it!)  When we have taken this teaching of Jesus to heart, then we can be the 
voice of faith and holiness when all others are only angry and blaming.   

After all, it is not up to us to save the nation.  It is our work to be faithful to the 
one who can.   
 

Pastor Rick 
 

EASTER  SCHEDULE  

April 1 ñ Maundy Thursday   
6:30pm Maundy Thursday Dinner  
7:30pm Worship Service 
  

April 2 ñ Good Friday  
11:00am Labyrinth Walk   
12:00pm Mid-Day Worship Service  
6:00pm Labyrinth Walk   
7:00pm Evening Worship Service 
  

April 4 ñ Easter Sunday 
7:30am Sunrise Worship Service 
9:00am Worship Service ñ Early 
11:15am Worship Service ñ Late  
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From Pastor Reed 
 

I wasn't going to watch much of the NCAA March Madness tournament. 

I love basketball, but in order to focus on a growing to-do list, I decided Iõd 
just watch Duke and tune out the rest this year. 

That didn't happen.  

One night as I flipped through the channels, I stopped on one of the games. It 
was St. Mary's versus the heavily favored Villanova. I watched in delight as the 
underdog prevailed in the final minutes, and I was hooked. The upset, the fans, 
the joy of victory, the agony of defeatñit's an intoxicating mix. More than 
anything, I think what drew me in was the buzz. The energy and excitement 
that surround the hugely popular tournament are hard to resist. 

Is there a ministry lesson here? I think so. We tend to underestimate the 
power of excitement. But often our passion does more for our ministry than the 
most brilliant strategies could ever do. People will be drawn to us, and our 
message, if they see that we're truly exited about God and his work in the 
world. 

May Godõs Will, Grace, Joy, and Excitement be with you, 

Pastor Reed 

 

 

 

SWEETS AND  SERVICE   

Howdy Gang! 

This is just a quick update regarding the Sweets and Service Dinner Auction 
on May 8th, 6 -9 p.m. 

This is a fundraiser to benefit this summerõs Adult Righteous Mission at 
Whaley Childrenõs Home.  A representative from Whaley will be attending and 
bringing a 6-7 minute video, as well as answering any of the questions you 
might have. 

Dinner will include salad and a variety of casseroles, followed by a wide 
selection of desserts.  The desserts provided will be connected to a service,  
i.e. lawn mowing, computer maintenance, window washing, whatever skills 
you have to offer or dream up.  People will then bid on the dessert (with 
service) and the proceeds will go to Adult Righteous Mission.   

Mark your calendar now, and think of a service to offer! 
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CHILDREN  

There will be NO Sunday school for Kindergarten-Lounge 456 on April 
18th.  We encourage children to attend worship service to watch the Wesley Choir 
Musical that day. There will be Sunday school for 3-4 year olds, and  a nursery and 
toddler room. 

Angels in Training are collecting your refundable cans/bottles to raise 
money for a new playground at Whaleyõs Children Center in Flint.  Please drop 
your cans/bottles at the Cross Roads or upstairs in the Angels room. 

We are collecting full-size toiletry items from our congregation for 
Whaley Childrenõs Center: shampoo & conditioner (especially for African 
American Hair and Dry Hair (i.e. Cream of Nature found at Walmart), toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, brushes/combs/picks, Band Aids, Chapstick/Blistex, 
Saline Nasal Spray, Cough Drops, etc.  There is a collection box at the Crossroads as 
well as upstairs by the Angels room.   

Join us for Family Mission Night on Friday, April 30, 6:00ð9:00pm at 
CUMC.  From 6:00ð7:00pm, enjoy a light dinner while packaging toiletry items to 
be donated to Whaleyõs Children Center in Flint. From 7:00ð9:00pm, enjoy gym 
night with the kids at the Clarkston Community Ed building (behind the church). 
Please RSVP to Martha Manting at mmanting@gpworldwide.com or 248-693-
4095 by April 26. Cost is $5 per family---plus, bring your full-size toiletry items! 

 

 VBS:  June 21st-25th from 9am-noon   
VBS Registration begins on Sunday May 2nd at the Crossroads after each worship 
service.  If your child has completed 4-year old preschool or is finishing 
Kindergarten-5th grades, register them for VBS, The cost is $15/child.  

Our LAST VBS Planning meeting is Sunday, May 16th at 10am in Room 207.  
We still need teachers, teacher assistants, craft helpers, games helpers, donations of 
craft and snack items, and much more.   

Craft and Snack donations for VBS are being accepted.  We are in need of 
juice boxes, small bottles of water, fruit snacks and Roll-Ups, bags of mini 
marshmallows, boxes of Goldfish, boxes of cereal to use in trail mix (Froot Loops, 
Cheerios etc.), cans of vanilla and chocolate frosting, bags of pretzels, bags of 
potting soil, and permanent markers.  You may drop off your donations at the 
crossroads or outside of Annette Siminskiõs office beginning in May.  Thanks! 

VBS Volunteer Orientation is Saturday, June 12th at 9am in Fellowship Hall.    
If you are helping with VBS, please attend this 1-hour orientation.  A light breakfast 
will be provided. 

Save the Date!  Friday, June 11th at 6:30pm is our Star Gazing Family 
Camp Out!  We will have camp fires, sõmores, games, crafts, an outdoor movie 
and more.   Rain date is June 18th.  RSVP to Kristi Yonkers at 
kyonkers203@comcast.net or sign up on the bulletin board outside of the nursery.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mmanting@gpworldwide.com
mailto:kyonkers203@comcast.net
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Y OUTH  

Fuel/Club 89/SNL:   We are down to our final two Sunday nights of the year for 
all of our youth programs.  No Sunday night youth groups over the Clarkston 
Schools' spring break, which means no youth groups on either April 4 or April 11.   
 

On April 18, all youth groups will meet at 7PM; however, not in the typical groups. 
Instead, there will be simultaneous meetings for Righteous Mission and Fuel 
Mission.  See the Righteous Missions page for more details on those meetings. 
 

On April 25, each youth group will have their own "end of the year" party at their 
normal times. 
 

Confirmation:  Our next confirmation event will be the overnight retreat at the 
church on April 16-17.  Students will need to be at the church at 7PM on that Friday 
night, and we will finish on Saturday morning at 11AM.  This will be our final 
confirmation event before our students have the confirmation breakfast on May 2 
and then join the church at the 11:15 service that day. 
 

Senior Class of 2010:  Please turn in a picture and 100 word biography for the 
Graduation booklet no later than May 9.  The Graduation banquet will be at 
9:30AM on Sunday, June 6, and our grads will be honored at the 11:15 service that 
same day. 
 

Summer overview: Below is an overview of our summer youth programs.   
This is not exhaustive, but it is a snap shot of all that we'll be doing this summer.   
A letter will be coming to your homes soon with full details of each event.   
 

May 14-15 - Relay for Life 
May 23 - RM meeting 
June 6 - Graduation Sunday 
June 21-25 - VBS (youth volunteer opportunity) 
June 28-July 2 - Fuel Mission(6th-8th grade) 
July 11-17 - Righteous Mission(9th-12th grade) 
July 25-Aug. 1 - Simpson Park Camp (6th-8th grade) 
August 1 - Righteous Mission Sunday 
August 13-14 - SNL Leadership Retreat 

 

High School Seniors seeking scholarships ð Each year CUMC awards 
scholarships to high school seniors who have met the following criteria: active 
participation in church activities, strong academic performance, demonstrated 
leadership qualities while participating in school and community projects, and 
participation in a mandatory interview with the scholarship committee.  
Applications are now available on the youth bulletin board or in the church office 
and must be returned by April 17, 2010 along with your transcript.  Interviews will 
be scheduled for Saturday, April 24, 2010.  If more information is required please 
contact Linda Zittel at 248-620-0424. 
Non-Traditional Scholarships ð Scholarships are also available for CUMC 
members who are seeking financial assistance for advanced education or training.  
Applications are available in the church office and should be returned by April 24, 
2010 for consideration.  Contact Linda Zittel at 248-620-0424 for further info. 
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 A DULTS  
 

Parents Circle will host a class starting the Sunday after Easter, April 11th at 
10:10am in the board conference room upstairs.  We will be doing a 3-4 week series 
on The United Methodist Church, and Clarkston United Methodist including a video, 
small book, discussion and hopefully a talk from Pastor Rick.  There will be no 
materials to purchase and no advance work necessary.  This study is open to all. 
 
CUMC Men's Bible Study 
Thursday Evening:  6:30-7:30pm in the Library with Jeff Smolek and Dave Kanous 
Friday Morning:  7:00-8:00am in the Parlor with Bill Anderson 
 

Euchre Group will be playing April 9th at 6:30pm in the CUMC Fellowship Hall.  
If anyone is interested, and is not already a part of this small group, they can contact 
Mary Kanous at MLKanous@aol.com  ASAP. 

 

If you view your resources as 'mine,'  
you will find it difficult to give of yourself to God's ministries. 

 

 

L IBRARY  
 
The library committee would like to hear from YOU! 

Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the 
library? 
Would you be willing to write a short book review and let 
people know about good books available in our library?  

It would be interesting to see what books people read and get 
their opinions!               
Contact Christine Wyatt , Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner,  
Sharon Dollens, Anne Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen. 
 

Look for our section on the church web site!!!!!! 

 
Read a review of the Book of the Month online at:  

http://www.clarkstonumc.org/adults/ChurchLibrary.html 

No Turning Back - My Summer with Daddy King 

By Gurdon Brewster 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2007 

UMW Reading List: Nurturing for Community, 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MLKanous@aol.com
http://www.clarkstonumc.org/adults/ChurchLibrary.html
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  

 

 
Music for April ~  
 
April 4  Chancel Choir and Jubilate Bells ð Both Morning Services 
 
April 11 Jay Bleim and Carla Mitcham, singers 
 
April 18 Wesley Choir Musical ð òOh Jonahó 
 
April 25 9:00am ð Youth Choir and Celebration Ringers 
 11:15am ð Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Sunday, April 25th at 3 pm the Classical Bells will present a concert at 
CUMC. Organist Leslie Wills will join the ensemble for a few selections. 
Classical Bells is noted for bringing music to life with their unique interpretative 
style, a technique they call òringing in coloróÊ.   Each concert features musical 
selections in a wide variety of genres ð classical, jazz, inspirational, even ragtime and 
swing! This eclectic programming, combined with sensitive musical interpretation, 
technical skill, informal choreography, and a dash of humor, gives Classical Bells the 
well-deserved reputation of òMichiganõs Premier Handbell Ensembleó.  
This group of seasoned professionals, led by musical director Darlene Ebersole, has 
performed in concerts nationwide and appeared as featured performers with the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the Michigan Opera Theater.  In addition, they 
have performed in numerous events sponsored by the American Guild of English 
Handbell ringers, including the National Directorõs Seminar.   
Classical Bells rings over six octaves of Malmark handbells and seven complete 
octaves of choir chimes, making their collective instrument one of the most 
extensive in the world of handbell ensembles. 
There will be no admission charge, but a free-will offering will be taken.  
Child care will be provided. 
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M ISSIONS  
 

Bishop Keaton of The Detroit Conference UMC  is  
asking us to collect òSeat Coversó (new underwear)  
for under privileged children and youth for the Detroit  
Annual Conference May 20-23, 2010. 

 òUndie Sundayó at CUMC will be Sunday, May 16th.  
Please bring in seat covers to the Missions drop off closet. 
Canõt Shop? ðthen Jay & Joyce Bleim will do the shopping for you!  Please offer a 

monetary donation in the church offering.  Please make checks payable to CUMC 
with òSeat Coversó on the memo line. 
 

Thank You & God Bless, 
Pastor Rick, Pastor Reed, Rev. Christine Wyatt, Mary Kanous, Jim Randall,  
Rob Gilkerson, Jay & Joyce Bleim 
 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center  ñ  There will be a meeting of all those 
planning to go the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham, IL, May 9 - 14, 
2010.   We shall meet on Sunday, April 11, at 10:15 in the Library.   Please contact 
Lou & Brenda DuPree if you would like to make the journey:  248-625- 5141 or 
bkdupree@comcast.net . 
 
Lighthouse and CUMC Pantry donations  are always being accepted.  
Thank you for your continued generosity... 

Lighthouse needs include peanut butter, jelly, rice,  
potatoes, gravy, juice, Parmasean cheese and toilet paper. 

CUMC Food Pantry ñ The pantry is in need of laundry detergent, dish soap 
and all personals (deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste., etc.).  You can also stretch 
your donation dollars by donating your Sunday Paper circular of manufacturerõs 
coupons to help us keep CUMC food pantry stocked for families in need.  There 
is a basket on the wired shelves in the mission closet for collection of coupons.  
All unused coupons go to help our military families. 

Please check expiration dates on the items you donate.  Due to health 
regulations, we cannot accept expired items. 

 
PET Project   
On Thursday, April 1, we will be carpooling to Ed Noll's workshop near Hadley to 
fabricate and assemble parts for the PET vehicles.  We will meet at the church at 
8:15am and be back by about 12:30pm.  You should wear clothing appropriate for 
the weather, that would not be ruined by a little paint.  Bring your favorite work 
gloves.  Please let Dave Kauffman  know by e-mail or phone if you can help with this 
activity: dkauffyman@yahoo.com; home: 248-673-1404; cell: 248-425-3132. 
Thanks...    God Bless....    

mailto:bkdupree@comcast.net
mailto:dkauffyman@yahoo.com
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R IGHTEOUS  M ISSIONS 

Righteous Mission 2010 
Dates:  July 11-17     Cost: $225  ($75 deposits due Feb. 7, April 18, and June 27) 
We will be going to Indianapolis with two major projects: to build wheelchair ramps 
and rails for families with disabled children, and to help renovate Fletcher Place 
Community Center.  This trip is for 9th-12th grade students, and all are 
invited.  Our next meeting, which is on April 18, is very important.  We will be 
meeting after the 611 service at 7PM in the sanctuary, and will use that meeting to 
start to form the work teams for the trip.  This meeting will be just for students, and 
we'll ask that everyone bring their second deposit to the meeting. 

Adult Righteous Mission 2010 
Our Church is committed to making a difference in Children's lives. As an outward 
expression of that commitment, we are planning an Adult Righteous Mission Trip 
from July 6th to 9th.  Projects are in the early stages of being planned to benefit the 
children at Whaley's Children Home in Flint, and we are looking for your help.  
 

If you are interested in participating in all or part of the week, then please add it to 
your calendar, and we can add your name to the "interested" list if you email us at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org. We are asking all participants to turn in a $25 
deposit to the church office, with ARM 2010 in the memo line, by 
3/1/10 . The total cost will not be set until we know exactly what projects we will 
work on, but will not be more than $100. 
 

We had a good first meeting with everyone on March 14, and we are well on our 
way to having the structure of the week assembled.  For all ARM attendees and 
potential attendees, our schedule leading up to the trip is listed below. 
 

Sunday, April 18 - Tour of Whaley's campus, 12:30-2:30 
Saturday, May 8 - The Sweets and Service dinner/auction, 6:00-9:30 
Wednesday, June 23 - Final ARM meeting, 7PM 
July 6-9 - ARM 2010 

College Righteous Mission 2010 
This year's College RM has evolved over time, and so some of the plans have 
changed.  Instead of going to Gowanda, NY as earlier planned, UMCOR (our 
conference missions organizer) will be sending us to the Gulf Coast in Louisiana to 
continue with Hurricane relief from the multiple hurricanes that have hit the area in 
the past decade.  There are still spots available, but you need to act fast.  Email Greg 
at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org ASAP!  

Fuel Mission 2010 
Fuel Mission is quickly approaching, with less than 3 months before this awesome 
week, June 28-July 2.  We will have a meeting for parents and students interested in 
Fuel Mission on Sunday night, April 18, at 7PM in the Youth Lounge.  Make every 
effort to be there that night, as we'll talk about what kind of difference our students 
can make this summer.  The cost for Fuel Mission is $75, and is due May 30 to the 
church office.  

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org


 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1 

Holy 
Thursday 

 
Holy Thursday Meal 

6:30pm 
 

Worship Service 
 7:30pm 

2 

Good 
Friday 

 
Labyrinth Walk 

11am & 6pm 
 

Worship Services 
12pm & 7pm 

3 
 

  View the most recent version of  
the CUMC calendar at our website: 

www.clarkstonumc.org 

4 

 Easter  
 Sunday 

 
Sunrise Service 

 7:30am 
 

No Youth Groups 

5 6 
 

7 

Orchestra Practice 
7pm 

8 
 

9 10 

Parentõs Night Out 
5:30pm 

11 
First Steps Class 

12:30pm 
 

No Youth Groups 
 
 

 

12 
Stephen Ministry  

7pm 
 

Trustees Meeting 
7pm 

 

 

13 
SPRC Mtg  

7pm 
 

UMM Mtg 
7pm 

 

14 
Memorial Meeting 

9:00am 
 

Heart of Hannah  
9:30am 

 

SHOOT! Photo 
6:30pm 

 

Whobody Circle 
7:00pm 

15 

Menõs Choir 
Rehearsal 

9pm 
 

Alethea Rose Circle 
7pm 

 

16 
50 & Over Group  

12pm 

 
 

17 
Study Committee                                                                                                                                                                        

9am 
 

 

18 
UMM Breakfast  

7:30am 
 
 

19 

Ed I Committee 
7:30pm 

20 

 
 
 

21 

Orchestra Practice 
7pm 

 

 

22 
CO-OP Preschool 

General Meeting 
6pm 

 
 
 

 
 

Happy Earth Day! 

23 
2010  

Womenõs Retreat 
(offsite) 

24 
East Side Ring 
Jubilate Bells 

(offsite) 

 
 

25 
Classical Bells 

Concert  
3pm 

 
 

26 
Stephen Ministry  

7pm 

27 28 

C.A.Y.A.  
Youth Recognition 

5pm 
 

SHOOT! 
Photography 

6:30pm 

 
 

29 
UMW Board Mtg  

8:30am 

30 
Family Mission 

Night 
7pm 

 

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00ñ11:00am Parlor Class   
10:10ñ11:00am Parentõs Circle 
11:15amñ12:15pm Worship Service 
11:00amñ12:30pm 7th & 8th Grade Class 
5:30ñ6:10pm    FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm    Worship Service 
7:00ñ8:00pm    Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm    SNL   
7:00ñ9:00pm Coupleõs Bible Study 
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm  Knitting from the Heart 
6:00ñ7:00pm Tai Chi 
7:00ñ8:30pm Revelation Class 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am  Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:00am Line Dancing 
9:00ñ11:30am  Covenant Group 
4:30ñ5:15pm  Angelus Bells 
5:00ñ7:00pm Pizza & Proverbs 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Cherub Choir 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm  Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm  Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ9:00pm Faith Sharing Class 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Jubilate Bells 
 

THURSDAY  
9:15ñ11:30am Esther Class 
5:30ñ7:30pm  Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm  Menõs Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm Chancel Choir 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm AA Meeting 
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3 
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6pm 

 
 
 

 
 

Happy Earth Day! 

23 
2010  

Womenõs Retreat 
(offsite) 

24 
East Side Ring 
Jubilate Bells 

(offsite) 
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