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                               We've all known that, at Clarkston United Methodist Church,  
one of the five core values is the phrase "Transformational Mission".  That two word 
phrase is part of who we are.  But it wasn't until recently that we realized just how 
central that phrase is to who we are.  This summer, we have six different week-long 
mission trips that we are sponsoring:  Midwest Distribution Center in Illinois (May 
9-14), College Righteous Mission in New Orleans (May 15-22), Young Adult 
Mission trip in Washington D.C.(May 27-31), Fuel Mission locally (June 28-July 2), 
Adult Righteous Mission at Whaley Children's Home (July 6-9), and Righteous 
Mission to Indianapolis (July 11-17).  Between these six mission weeks, we have 
over 200 people taking part in a week long mission trip this summer, a significant 
percentage of our ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP. 
  
     As a celebration of the growth of our Transformational Mission, we will be 
having a Sweets & Service dinner/auction on Saturday night, May 8, at 6PM in our 
own Fellowship Hall.  The premise of the night is this: everyone of any age is 
welcome, and dinner will be free to all in attendance.  We will then have items up 
for bid: items that will be a combination of a dessert 
(sweet) and a donated service by individuals 
(service).  All proceeds from the night will go to 
support our newest mission trip: the Adult Righteous 
Mission.   
 
     If you would like to attend, or if you would like to 
put a Sweet & Service up for bid for the event, please 
contact Greg Martin, gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, or 
a member of the Adult Righteous Mission leadership 
team.  We'll make it a fun night and celebrate all that 
God is doing around us. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

CHILDREN  4 

YOUTH 6 

ADULTS 7 

MISSIONS 8 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 16 

PRAYER REQUESTS 18 



 

 Page 2 

From Pastor Rick 
 

Alex took me to the Augusta airport when I flew home from vacation.  Alex 
works for Speedy Cab.  It appeared to me Speedy Cab in Augusta consists of Alex, 
his cell phone and his 1998 Dodge Caravan.  I am guessing this because his cell 
phone rang once while we were going to the airport and it appeared to be a call 
for a pickup.  Alex made the arrangement as we pulled up to the terminal to drop 
me off. 

On the twenty-five minute ride to the airport, I discovered his dad was a retired 
career army soldier who died in 1992.  He has a sister who has struggled with 
disabilities, a brother who is an Augusta policeman, another sister who lives in 
South Carolina and some other family members in the area.  His son is a running 
back and split end on the travel football team Alex coaches.  A little appreciation 
trophy to Coach Alex sits on his dashboard.  He smokes Marlboroõs, is worried 
about the economy and is curious about the state of affairs in Michigan.  It 
impressed him to know how close I live to Chrysler world headquarters. 

I never met Alex before his cab/van pulled up to pick me up.  I will likely not 
ever meet him again.  But for 25 minutes, we shared some life stories and taught 
each other about places the other had never seen.  He asked, so I told him, what I 
did for a living.  It did not seem to bother him.  I did not ask him about his faith.  
But I told him I would pray for his family and he was grateful.  I joked I would 
soon be 35,000 ft closer to heaven so God would hear the prayers more clearly. 

It was a 25 minute encounter.  But it was long enough to share and learn.   
How many encounters come into our lives where we miss the chance to connect?  
Sharing our lives, our story and our faith is a blessing.  It is also our calling.  It is 
why we gather in places of worship, study, mission, and fellowship.  On May 9th,  
I will be preaching on òPeople we meet along the Wayó.  We will begin with a 
story of holy encounter we find in Acts 9.  I thank each of you who have blessed 
me with your stories, your truth and faith.  I pray for the connections we make 
with others and the brief encounters.  May yours bring blessing to you and serve 
as a moment of faithful witness to the Lord we serve. 

 

Pastor Rick 

  



 

 

Summer Worship Service Hours 
Sunday, June 20 ñ Sunday, September 5 

 
Sundays 8:30am & 10:00am 

The 6:11 Service will be flipping its time  
from evening to late morning  at 11:06am. 

 
Child care for infants - 3 years old will be available at all services. 

Childrenõs Sunday school will be offered at 10:00am 
for children 4 years old - entering 2nd grade. 

 
The Parlor Class will meet 9:00 - 9:45am. 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

Hi Everybody! 

I made it!!!   Well, Iõm back from Boston and I finished the 2010 Boston 
Marathon in 3 hours and 44 minutes.  I ran 14 of the first 16 miles near my 
planned pace of 7:55 minutes per mile.  My foot stiffened as I approached the 
hilly portion of the course and I was forced to slow down a bit, but I finished 
still feeling fairly fresh. 

The time itself is not very impressive, but it was a weekend of pure grace.  I 
stopped to consider that 25 days ago a Jeep ran over my foot and my foot was 
black and swollen.  Not only did my foot recover enough to allow me to run, 
but the disruption in my training didnõt present any problems either.  By rights, 
I should have had several issues during the race.  When I came right down to it, 
I shouldnõt have even made it to the starting line.   

Wouldnõt it be a little bit scary if we received the consequences for 
everything weõve done, if all our actions and thoughts were known?  But that is 
exactly what grace is, we not only donõt get what we deserve, we get blessings 
we donõt deserve.  My prayer for you is that, you too will experience a time 
like I enjoyed and you can realize how blessed you really are! 

 

May Godõs Will, Grace and Joy be with you, 

Pastor Reed 
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CHILDREN  
 

Angels in Training are collecting your refundable 
cans/bottles to raise money for a new playground at 
Whaleyõs Children Center in Flint.  Please drop your cans/
bottles at the Cross Roads or upstairs in the Angels room. 

 

We are collecting full-size toiletry items from our congregation for 
Whaley Childrenõs Center: shampoo & conditioner (especially for African 

American Hair and Dry Hair i.e. Cream of Nature found at 
Walmart), toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, brushes/
combs/picks, Band Aids, Chapstick/Blistex, Saline Nasal 
Spray, Cough Drops, etc.  There is a collection box at the 
Crossroads as well as upstairs by the Angels room.   

 

Join us for Family Mission Night on Friday, April 30, 6ð9pm at CUMC.  
From 6- 7pm, enjoy a light dinner while packaging toiletry items to be donated to 
Whaleyõs Children Center in Flint. From 7-9pm, enjoy gym night with the kids at 
the Clarkston Community Ed building (behind the church). Please RSVP to 
Martha Manting at mmanting@gpworldwide.com or 248-693-4095 by April 26.  
Cost is $5 per family--- Donõt forget to bring your full-size toiletry items! 

 
 
 

No Sunday School on May 30th at 9:00am or 11:15am.   
Your children are encouraged to attend worship service with you.   

Quiet activities will be available in the Narthex.  
 
 
 
 Join us on Friday, June 11th at 6pm for our  
Star Gazing Family Camp Out as we gear up for 
Galactic Blast VBS!  Like last fall, we will have camp 
fires, hot dogs, sõmores, games, crafts, an outdoor movie 
and more.  Bring your tents, overnight camping gear, 
lawn chairs, flash lights, and snacks to share with others as 
we spend a fun night together on the church lawn.  And 
bring a telescope, if you have one so we can do some star 
gazing!  Breakfast will be provided at 7:30am.  Clean up is 
at 8am.    
Rain date for this event is June 18th.  RSVP to Kristi Yonkers at 
kyonkers203@comcast.net or sign up on the bulletin board outside  
of the nursery starting in May.   

.  
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V ACATION  B IBLE  SCHOOL  
 

Galactic Blast 
June 21stñ25th  
9amñ12noon   

 

VBS Registration begins on  
Sunday May 2nd at the Crossroads  
after each worship service.  If your child  
has completed 4-year old preschool or is finishing Kindergarten-5th grades,  
register them for VBS, The cost is $15/child.  

Our LAST VBS Planning meeting is Sunday, May 16th at 10am in Room 207.   
We still need teachers, teacher assistants, craft helpers, games helpers, donations  
of craft and snack items, and much more.   

Craft and Snack donations for VBS are being accepted.  We are in need of juice 
boxes, small bottles of water, fruit snacks and Roll-Ups, bags of mini marshmallows, 
boxes of Goldfish, boxes of cereal to use in trail mix (Froot Loops, Cheerios etc.), 
cans of vanilla and chocolate frosting, bags of pretzels, bags of potting soil, and 
permanent markers.  You may drop off your donations at the Crossroads or outside  
of Annette Siminskiõs office beginning in May.  Thanks! 

VBS Volunteer Orientation is Saturday, June 12th at 9am in Fellowship Hall.    
If you are helping with VBS, please attend this 1-hour orientation.   
A light breakfast will be provided. 

" ------------------------------------------------------ 
VBS Volunteer Opportunities Form 

June 21-25, 9:00amñ12:00pm 
Option #1 
I would like to be a  ____ Classroom Leader  OR   ____ Classroom Helper 
for the preferred age level as circled below: 
 

Nursery        3 yr. olds        4 yr. olds        Kindergarten    

1st grade        2nd grade        3rd grade        4th grade        5th grade 

Option #2 
I would like to help with ____ Crafts    ____ Games    ____ Performer (Skits)  

 ____ Photographer     ____ Kitchen Coordinator 

Name    
 

Email _______________________________ Phone     
 

Please tear this form out and return to the church office  
or to Annette Siminski.    Thank you for helping! 
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 Y OUTH  

All High School Seniors:  We will be honoring you on Sunday morning, June 6, 
with Graduate Breakfast and at the 11:15 service.  The breakfast will begin at 
9:30AM that morning.  There are a couple things that we need from you.  1.  We 
need a 100 word bio and a senior pic by May 9 in the church office so that we can put 
together the Graduation booklet.  2.  We need to know how many people will be 
attending the Senior breakfast so that we can plan appropriately.  Please respond to 
Greg via email, gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, to RSVP your family's 
number.  3.  Please be sure to bring your cap and gown for the 11:15 service, as all 
graduates will be wearing them as they process in the service. 

Sunday night youth groups:  Our final Fuel, Club 89, and SNL was on April 
25.  We will take a couple weeks off, but starting May 23, there will be a post-611 
youth hangout in the youth lounge with our summer youth intern, Duncan 
Bone.  Any and all youth are welcome to come chill, get to know Duncan, and as the 
summer moves along, the group will start to have group discussion, take on service 
projects, etc.  You can get your "youth group fix" starting back on May 23. 

6th-8th grade students:  In the summer program packet that was sent out two 
weeks ago, you should have received a letter detailing our summer schedule, which 
includes our group participating in Simpson Park Camp on July 25-Aug. 1.  We ask 
that when you fill out those registrations, that you turn them in to the church office, 
and then as a group, we will send them into the camp.  This will ensure that our 
group gets the roommates they requested for the week.  Please turn those forms in in 
the next month.  If you need more forms, you can also contact Greg in the church 
office. 

 

M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  
 

 
Music for May ~ 
 
May 2 9:00am & 11:15am  Chancel Choir 
 
May 9 9:00am  Jubilate Bells;  11:15am  Chancel Choir 
 
May 16 9:00am  Men of Grace, Chancel Choir and Sacred Dance 

11:15am  Menõs Choir, Chancel Choir and Sacred Dance 
 
May 23 9:00am & 11:15am  Julibate Bells and Chancel Choir 
 
May 30 9:00am & 11:15am   Special Music 
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A DULTS  
 

The Parlor Class concludes its study of the Gospel of John on Sunday, May 2. We 
have ordered two DVD curriculum from the Michigan Area Resource Center for the 
spring and Summer. We will be looking at a study of Ten People Like Me, which 
will provide information on Biblical people like Abraham, Deborah. Joshua, David, 
Mary, John Mark and others and some discussion ideas. Our second study will be 
Adam Hamiltonõs Christianityõs Family Tree, a look at the various Christian 
denominations: what they believe and why. When the church changes to its summer 
schedule on June 20, the Parlor class will meet for discussion and coffee/tea at 9am 
and then attend the 10am service. The format is designed for drop ins, so feel free to 
fit us into your summer schedule! 

. 

L IBRARY  
 

The library committee would like to hear from YOU! 
Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the library? 
Would you be willing to write a short book review and let 
people know about good books available in our library?  

It would be interesting to see what books people read and get 
their opinions!               
Contact Christine Wyatt , Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner,  
Sharon Dollens, Anne Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen. 

Look for our section on the church web site!!!!!! 

 
Featured Book Review of the Month is by Peggy Beach: 

Why?  by Anne Graham Lotz 
Why?  We all at one time or another have asked God why. Why do all these bad 
things happen?  How can I trust God when I keep seeing so much unhappiness, 
sadness, disasters, terrible things happening to good people?  

 Ann Graham Lotz, daughter of Billy Graham, uses personal experiences and the 
story of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus to show us how to 
overcome this distrust, how to rely on God when painful things 
happen.  How to grow in His love and find comfort in His 
constant presence.  

Reading this book helped me to realize God does have a 
purpose and though I don't always understand, and it is 
definitely a challenge, I need to trust in His greater purpose and 
know that He is always there for me and that God loves me.  
What more can one ask? 

(This book is also part of the UMW reading program.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780849908453
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M ISSIONS  
 

Bishop Keaton of The Detroit Conference UMC  is  
asking us to collect òSeat Coversó (new underwear)  
for under privileged children and youth for the Detroit  
Annual Conference May 20-23, 2010. 

 òUndie Sundayó at CUMC will be Sunday, May 16th.  
Please bring in seat covers to the Missions drop off closet. 
Canõt Shop? ðthen Jay & Joyce Bleim will do the shopping for you!  Please offer a 

monetary donation in the church offering.  Please make checks payable to CUMC with 
òSeat Coversó on the memo line. 
 

Thank You & God Bless, 
Pastor Rick, Pastor Reed, Rev. Christine Wyatt, Mary Kanous, Jim Randall,  
Rob Gilkerson, Jay & Joyce Bleim 
 

Lighthouse and CUMC Pantry donations  are always being accepted.  
Thank you for your continued generosity... 

Lighthouse needs include tuna, mac & cheese, peanut butter & jelly,  
cereal, juice, paper towels & toilet paper. 

CUMC Food Pantry ñ The pantry is in need of laundry detergent, dish soap and 
all personals (deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste., etc.).  You can also stretch your 
donation dollars by donating your Sunday Paper circular of manufacturerõs coupons 
to help us keep CUMC food pantry stocked for families in need.  There is a basket 
on the wired shelves in the mission closet for collection of coupons.  All unused 
coupons go to help our military families. 

Please check expiration dates on the items you donate.  Due to health regulations, we 
cannot accept expired items. 
 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center ñ We ask for prayers as we make our 6th 
journey to the MMDC May 9 - 14, in Chatham, IL, to pack health kits, flood buckets, 
sew, make desks or whatever is needed for missions in the US, Haiti and 
elsewhere.  Thank you for your prayers.  Jim and Kay Bryson, Jon and Karen Clapp, 
Lou and Brenda DuPree, Sandy Gellish, Illene and Dave Kauffman, Lois and Walt 
Noon and Sharon Sherrow. 
 

PET Project   
On Thursday, May 6, we will be carpooling to Ed Noll's workshop near Hadley to 
fabricate and assemble parts for the PET vehicles.  We will meet at the church at 
8:15am and be back by about 12:30pm.  You should wear clothing appropriate for the 
weather, that would not be ruined by a little paint.  Bring your favorite work 
gloves.  Please let me know by e-mail or phone if you can help with this activity.  

Thanks...    God Bless....             
Dave Kauffman  dkauffyman@yahoo.com     248-673-1404, cell: 248-425-3132  
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R IGHTEOUS  M ISSIONS 
 

Righteous Mission 2010 
Dates: July 11-17    Cost:$225 ($75 deposits due on Feb. 7, April 18, and June 27) 
Projects: 
1. Building wheelchair ramps to make homes of disabled youth and adults  

handicapped-accessible 
2. Run a children's program and help with the demolition of an older building at 

Fletcher Place Community Center 
3. Give an entire facelift to Third Phase, the largest food pantry in Indiana, which 

includes building a deck, a dock, shelves, and remaking an entire thrift store. 
The next date that everyone, both our youth and the congregation, needs to 
remember is May 23.  We will take a special offering Sunday for RM.  That night at 
7PM will also be our next RM meeting.  Finally, any student who has not turned in 
their second deposit needs to get that into the church office ASAP. 
  

Adult Righteous Mission 2010 
With just over two months left before our inaugural Adult Righteous Mission, plans 
for the trip are getting finalized, and frankly, very exciting.  We currently have 35 
adults planning to be a part of the trip on July 6-9, where we will be doing major 
projects with Whaley Children's Home in Flint, MI.  There is still room for people 
who would like to be a part of the week, but if you have any interest, please contact 
Tom Creech or Greg Martin ASAP, as we are putting together many of the details of 
the projects that we will be doing, which includes the number of people on each 
project.   
  

One way for the entire congregation to be a part of this awesome experience is to 
come join the Sweets & Service dinner/auction on Saturday, May 8, at 6PM.   
Dinner will be provided, and there will be items up for auction.  These items will  
be a combination of a desert (the sweet) and an offer of time by the donor toward a 
certain skill they possess (the service).  It will be a fun night, so all ages are invited. 
  

College Righteous Mission 2010 
Our College Righteous Mission group will be leaving in less than three weeks to 
continue the work to help the city of New Orleans re-construct after the devastation 
of multiple hurricanes over the past six years.  We will be leaving May 15, and will be 
returning May 22, and we ask that the congregation pray for our team as we drive 
down and try to be the hands and feet of Christ to the people in the area. 
  

Fuel Mission 2010 
This past month was a big month for the Fuel Mission week, which is June 28-July 2. 
We had our first meeting, and all of our 6th-8th grade students received forms in the 
mail for the week.  There are extra forms in the church office, and we want to 
encourage all 6th-8th grade families, as well as any friends to take part in this week 
where we try to make a difference in our immediate community.  Parents who would 
like to be involved in the week can contact Janice Slunick or Greg Martin, 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, to find ways they can be involved in the 5 days of service 
this summer. 



 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1 

Friendship Tea for 
Estherõs Children 

12pm 
Packer/

Thompson 
Concert 

7pm 

  View the most recent version of 
  the CUMC calendar at our website: 
  www.clarkstonumc.org 

2 3 4 
Spiritual Writing 

7pm 

5 
Susanna Wesley 

9:30am 

6 
Menõs Choir 

9pm 

7 8 
 

Sweets & Service 
6pm 

9 
Happy 

Motherõs Day 

10 
Stephen Ministry 

7pm 

11 
Adult Ed Mtg 

7pm 
 

SPRC Mtg 
7pm 

 

UMM Mtg 
7pm 

12 
Memorial Mtg 

9am 
 

SHOOT! Photo 
6:30pm 

 

Whobody Circle  
7pm 

13 14 15 
Spring Clean Up 

9am 
 

Study Committee 
9am 

 

Parentõs  
Night Out 

5:30pm 

16 
UMM Breakfast 

7:30am 
 

VBS Planning Mtg 
10am 

 

Estate Planning  
after AM services 

17 
Ed I Committee 

7:30pm 

18 
Spiritual Writing 

7pm 

19 20 21 
50 & Over Group 

11am 
 

Rummage Sale 
Preview Night 

7pm 

22 
CUMC Rummage 

Sale 
9am-5pm 

23 

 
30 

24 
Ad Council Mtg 

7pm 
Book Club 

7:30pm 
 

31 
 

Memorial Day 
office closed 

25 26 
SHOOT! Photo 

6:30pm 
 

Heart of Hannah 
9:30am 

27 28 29 

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00amñ12:30pm VBS Registration 
10:00ñ11:00am Parlor Class   
10:10ñ11:00am Parentõs Circle 
11:15amñ12:15pm Worship Service 
11:00amñ12:30pm 7th & 8th Grade Class 
5:30ñ6:10pm    FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm    Worship Service 
7:00ñ8:00pm    Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm    SNL   
7:00ñ9:00pm Coupleõs Bible Study 
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm  Knitting from the Heart 
6:00ñ7:00pm Tai Chi 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am  Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:00am Line Dancing 
9:00ñ11:30am  Covenant Group 
4:30ñ5:15pm  Angelus Bells 
5:00ñ7:00pm Pizza & Proverbs 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Cherub Choir 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm  Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm  Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ9:00pm Faith Sharing Class 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Jubilate Bells 
 

THURSDAY  
5:30ñ7:30pm  Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm  Menõs Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm Chancel Choir 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm AA Meeting 
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