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We recently completed our sixth 
trip to the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center (MMDC) in 
Chatham, IL.  Besides having a 
wonderful experience with both 
the members of the CUMC team 
and the staff at the MMDC, the 
team was able to  work on several 
projects that were priorities for 
the MMDC to complete.  They 
had a large order for school kits 
for an Indian reservation in 
Montana, as well as orders for 
layette kits, school desks, and a  
large mailing needed by the center. 
 
Hopefully many of you witnessed the wonderful display of layettes, gowns, quilts 
and sweaters in front of the church before they were packed to accompany the 
group departing for MMDC.  Generous CUMC contributors made 26 sweaters, 
62 children's hospital gowns and 26 quilts!!!  Mercy Threads will send another 

shipment early this fall so continue, or begin, 
sewing or knitting.  For more information check 
the bulletin board 
across from the 
office or contact 
Sharon Sherrow at  
248-620-6052 or 
tpssmg@aol.com. 

 
Summer Sunday Worship Hours  

June 20thñSeptember 5th 
 8:30am & 10:00am 

611 Service will be moving to 11:06am 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

My favorite hymn continues to be, "The Church's One Foundation".  Since my 
youth I was drawn to the tune and the message of this great hymn still inspires me. 
 
 The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;  
 she is his new creation by water and the Word.  
 From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride;  
 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.  
 
Jesus Christ is still the foundation of the church.  Recently members of our church 
gathered with delegates from the other 450 United Methodist churches that 
constitute the Detroit Annual Conference.  These churches are small and large, 
urban and rural, multicultural and multi-theological. They face significant 
challenges. Over the last 40 years, the membership of that collective body has lost 
half of its members. If our decline continues at the same rate, by the year 2050 
there will be no United Methodist church left in Michigan.  
 
However I come home from conference more hopeful this year than I have in a 
long time. It is true that many of the same struggles remain. We still spend more 
time on protecting what was once important and ignore the new ways God is 
moving in the world.  We often see our differences faster than what we have in 
common.  Something though is changing. 
 
This year I felt the stirring of a new spirit.  The conversations at the conference 
were more focused on what we can do and less about what others were not 
getting done.  New ministries are emerging that begin at meeting the needs of the 
world in the name of Christ. New faces and passionate hearts alive for the sake of 
Christ are rising up focused more on doing than talking.  The jury is still out on 
whether Michigan Methodists will rebound to its former strength.  I believe it 
will. Clarkston UMC is my assurance it is possible. Christ is doing a mighty work 
in our midst and we have been wise enough to not get in the way.  This is not to 
brag or falsely believe it is because of us. It is the work of Christ.  It is the church 
living upon our true foundation. 
 
The fact is the hope and foundation of the church remains.   
 
 Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,  
 and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.  
 O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we  
 like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 
 
To God be the Glory!! 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

This is a strange article to write as it is my last here as Pastor in Clarkston.   
I thought it would come years from now; but Godõs timing is always perfect, so  
I will take it on faith.  Thinking back, it is remarkable how much has happened in 
just two years.  We saw the biggest recession in decades; and the election of our 
first African American President.  We cheered as the CHS Basketball Team made 
itõs way toward the state semifinals; and watched Erica Cale, one of our own, 
start her own orphanage in Honduras. I had the privilege of holding Emily 
Schmidtõs hand and praying with her while she fought the good fight miles and 
miles from home. And we prayed for our friends and neighbors as they went to 
fight wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

When I arrived here in Clarkston, I had been in ministry for twenty-four years.  
It is interesting to me that no matter how many years youõve been involved with 
something you continue to learn.  In a short amount of time here, I was no longer 
preaching but was able to reflect on the place that preaching had in my ministry.   
I got to teach several classes that were near and dear to my heart; and received 
affirmation that teaching is a critical part of my ministry as well.   

I thank you for your love and patience.  But most of all, I want to give you 
thanks for the way in which you invited me into your lives.  In the short two 
years, I was able to be a Clarkstonite once again.  This wasnõt a result of Optimist, 
the Chamber of Commerce, or even being a parent volunteer at my kidsõ schools. 
It came because you invited me into your lives.  I watched your babies being born 
and baptized them.  I spent time with your teenagers as they grew into young 
adults.  I sat with you and your loved ones through surgery.  I spent time in your 
homes and in the hospital with you and held a few hands as God took loved ones 
home.  I didnõt feel like just òthe pastoró you made me feel like I was part of it all 
with you.  This gave me something that every preacher searches for and cherishes.  
You confirmed and authenticated my call to the ordained ministry, for that gift  
I will never be able to thank you enough. 

In conclusion, you molded me into a better human being and a better pastor for 
God to use.  You did it one open heart at a time.  You will always be my home 
congregation and I will never forget you.   

Thank you all and may Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you always. 

Pastor Reed 
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CHILDREN  

No Sunday School on May 30th at 9 or 11:15am.  Your children are 
encouraged to attend worship service with you.  Quiet activities will be available in 
the Narthex.  

Angles in Training is over for the year!  There will be no Angels in 
Training at the 10am hour until next Fall.  Thanks for a wonderful year and for all 
of the projects that were completed.   

Summer Sunday School begins June 20th at 10am.  A one-room Summer Sunday 
School class will be offered at the 10am hour (June 20-Sept. 5) for 4 year olds 
through those children entering 2nd grade next fall.  All other children will attend 
worship where they will be challenged weekly with written questions about the 
service.  Upon answering the questions, the children can turn in their written 
answers by dropping them in a basket in the Narthex.  A òsurpriseó will be waiting 
on them in a bag labeled with their name in the Narthex the next Sunday.  A 
nursery for infants-3year olds will be provided at all summer worship services.  

Join us Friday, June 11th at 6pm for our Star Gazing Family Camp Out  
as we gear up for Galactic Blast VBS!  Like last fall, we will have camp fires, hot 
dogs, sõmores, games, crafts, an outdoor movie and more.  Bring your tents, 
overnight camping gear, lawn chairs, flash lights, and snacks to share with others as 
we spend a fun night together on the church lawn.  And bring a telescope if you 
have one so we can do some star gazing!  Breakfast will be provided at 7:30am.  
Clean up is at 8am.   Rain date for this event is June 18th.  RSVP to Kristi Yonkers 
at kyonkers203@comcast.net or sign up on the bulletin board outside the nursery. 

Is your child interested in summer camp?  The United Methodist 
Conference offers numerous summer camps for kids.  If your child is interested, 
please check the camps out at www.umccamps.org.  Scholarships are availableñ
contact Annette Siminski or Sharon Thomas for more information.  

 
VBS:  June 21st-25th from 9am-noon 

 

VBS Registration continues at the Crossroads after each worship service and 
concludes on Sunday June 6th.  If your child has completed 4-year old preschool or 
is finishing Kindergarten-5th grades, register them for VBS, The cost is $15/child.  
Classes are filling up quickly! 
 

Craft and Snack donations for VBS are being accepted.  We need juice boxes, small 
bottles of water, fruit snacks and Roll-Ups, bags of mini marshmallows, boxes of 
Goldfish, boxes of cereal to use in trail mix (Froot Loops, Cheerios etc.), cans of 
vanilla and chocolate frosting, bags of pretzels, bags of potting soil, and permanent 
markers.  You may drop off your donations at the crossroads or outside of Annette 
Siminskiõs office. Thanks! 
 

VBS Volunteer Orientation is Saturday, June 12th at 9am in Fellowship Hall.   If you 
are helping with VBS, please attend this 1-hour orientation.  A light breakfast will 
be provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Join us on Friday, June 11th at 6pm for our  
Star Gazing Family Camp Out as we gear up for Galactic Blast VBS!  Like 
last fall, we will have camp fires, hot dogs, sõmores, games, crafts, an outdoor 
movie and more.  Bring your tents, overnight camping gear, lawn chairs, flash 
lights, and snacks to share with others as we spend a fun night together on the 
church lawn.  And bring a telescope, if you have one so we can do some star 
gazing!  Breakfast will be provided at 7:30am.  Clean up is at 8am.    
Rain date for this event is June 18th.  RSVP to Kristi Yonkers at 
kyonkers203@comcast.net or sign up on the bulletin board outside  
of the nursery starting in May.   

.  
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Y OUTH  

All Righteous Mission Attendees:  There are two dates that you need to 
remember for the month of June.  First, on June 13, the Wellspring team that is 
going on the trip with us will be at 611, and they'll hang out at our summer Sunday 
youth group afterward.  So make sure you can make it out to meet the team. 
Second, Sunday, June 27, from 6-7:30PM, we will have our final RM meeting to 
go over packing lists, meal structures, and all the other final details. 

6thñ8th Graders:  Fuel Mission is only four weeks away, and it looks like 
it's gonna be pretty awesome.  Be sure to get your Fuel Mission forms and $75 
deposits into the church office soon, as we are putting together the events of the 
week and need to know who is on board.  

Calling all 6thñ8th Graders!   
When summer comes around each 
year the key words that come to 
mind are: games, fun, friends, 
outdoor activities, and swimming. 
What if you could combine all theses 
things into one week of excitement? 
Well here is your chance! On July 
25th through August 1st Simpson Park 
Youth Camp combines everything 
that summer is with an opportunity 
to learn a bit about what it means to 
be a Christian. Send in your forms 
and money ($200) in to the camp or here at the church by June 28th. If you didnõt 
get a form or it mysteriously disappeared you can find another one online at  
http://www.simpsonparkyouth.com/SPYC%20_files/youth.pdf .  
If you have any question or just want to know more about camp ask Duncan at 
duncan.bone@yahoo.com. 

 
Summer Sunday Youth Groups 
Sunday Youth Groups will start up on Sunday, June 6th at the 611 service.  The 
following Sunday, June 20th, the service will be moving to 11:06am in order to 
better execute what 611 is all about: service. This will give youth the opportunity 
to take service projects to the next level with a better time period to serve. Outside 
of those large projects, we want to get more intentional with each other as well. 
Immediately following the 611/11:06 worship, all youth will be having a time of 
small groups and fellowship. Food will be involved so we will not go hungry!  
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 A DULTS  
 

The Parlor Class will be meeting at 9:00 am beginning June 20 when worship 
moves to summer hours. (Currently we meet at 10:10 am in the parlor. We will be 
viewing 10-12 minute NOOMA dvdõs on topics which will provide us with jumping 
off points for discussion on a variety of topics such as: Is God listening?  What does it 
mean to be Christian? Does God believe in us?ó Come join us for coffee, 
conversation and fellowship! 
 

Career Transition ñ CUMC is starting a new support group for those of us who 
have been caught up in the employment downsizing in the past two years. We have 
had our resilience tested by learning new resume writing, interviewing and 
networking skills. This group is designed for persons navigating these uncharted re-
employment waters. We will meet on Monday, June 7 and Monday, June 14 
at 9:00am in the Parlor to share our successes, what weõve learned and encourage 
each other on the journey. George Moore will facilitate our first meetings based on a 
model he learned while attending Lee Hecht Harrison seminars. Future meeting will 
be scheduled as the group determines, and may occasionally include a speaker. 
 

Knitting Ministry ñ The Monday knitters are busy working on making 2500 
scarves for Michigan Special Winter Olympics.  We need all the knitters in the 
congregation to help! The project deadline is January 15, 2011! The Special 
Olympics official yarn colors are Red Heart Soft Yarn #9518 Teal and Red Heart 
Soft Yarn #9925 Really Red. Use size 8 straight or circular needles. Pattern 
available in Main Office or from Christine.  Thank you for your help!!! 

 

L IBRARY  
 

The library committee would like to hear from YOU!  It would be interesting to 
see what books people read and get their opinions!   Please contact Christine 
Wyatt , Helen Phillips, Daughn Forbes, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner, Sharon 
Dollens, Anne Rasmussen, or Carol Zorka. 
 

Featured Book Review of the Month is by Mary Kanous: 

The Help  by Kathryn Stockett 
This impelling first novel for Kathryn Stockett takes place in Mississippi in the 

year 1962.  It is about the lives of three unforgettable women.  The first is 
Skeeter, she has just returned home from college and her beloved maid 
Constantine has disappeared and no one will tell Skeeter where she has gone.  
Skeeterõs mother wants Skeeter married off, but will not tell Skeeter what she has 
done to Constantine.  The second character is Aibileen, a black maid who is 
òraisingó her seventeenth white child, and lastly, there is Minnie, another black 
maid, perhaps the sassiest women in town. 

The lives of these three women come together after tragedy strikes the black 
community and they meet, secretly on a project that will put all three of them, 
and their respective communities at risk.  Each character became my favorite until 
the next one takes over again. This book is deeply moving, filled with love and 
suffering, hatred and faith, fear and courage.  It is a beautiful book, unforgettable! 
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M ISSIONS  
 

The Alternative Christmas Gift Fair Committee will be meeting on June 3rd at 
7:00pm in the Parlor to discuss plans for the 2010 Gift Fair.  Please come join us to 
prepare for another event filled with gifts that make a difference.  Contact Carrie 
Gilkerson at carriegilkerson@yahoo.com or 248-462-1151 if you have questions. 
 

Adult Righteous Mission 2010 

Our inaugural Adult Righteous Mission is only 6 weeks away and plans for the trip 
are getting finalized, and frankly, very exciting.  We currently have 35 adults planning 
to be a part of the trip on July 6-9, where major projects will be with Whaley 
Children's Home in Flint, MI.  There is still room for people who would like to be a 
part of the week.  If you have any interest, please contact Tom Creech or Greg Martin 
ASAP, as we are putting together many of the details of the projects that we will be 
doing, which includes the number of people on each project.  

 

A huge thank you goes out to all of the people who supported ARM 2010 at our 
Sweets and Service fundraiser.  Through your generosity, we were able to raise over 
$2200 for the mission week at Whaley Children's Home. 
 

Mark Your Calendars for the upcoming 2011 Mission Trips! 
Rio Bravo, Mexico mission trip will be January 22 - 29, 2011.   
 Deadline August 31, 2010.   
Midwest Mission Distribution Center mission trip will be January 3 - 8, 2011. 
 Deadline November 30, 2010.    
Please contact Lou and Brenda DuPree if you are interested at 248-625-5141 or 
bkdupree@comcast.net . 
 

PET Project  ñ  On Thursday, June 3, we will be carpooling to Ed Noll's workshop 
near Hadley to fabricate and assemble parts for the PET vehicles.  We will meet at the 
church at 08:15, and be back by about 12:30.  You should wear clothing appropriate 
for the weather, that would not be ruined by a little paint.  Bring your favorite work 
gloves.  Please let me know by e-mail or phone if you can help with this activity.  
 Thanks...    God Bless....             
Dave kauffman  dkauffyman@yahoo.com     248-673-1404, cell: 248-425-3132   

 

School will soon be out  and the need for kids' 
friendly foods will be at an all time high.  
Families will no longer have access to free or reduced 
lunches.  Both the Lighthouse and CUMC Food Pantry 
needs include juice, breakfast drinks/bars, condiments 
(ketchup, salad dressing, relish, etc.), peanutbutter & jelly, 
mac & cheese, and toilet paper.   
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

http://us.mc301.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dkauffyman@yahoo.com


 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 
Orchestra Practice 

7pm 

3 
Alternative 
Christmas  

Gift Fair Mtg 
7am 

4 
Study Committee 

7pm 

5 
Parentõs Circle 
Annual Picnic 

4pm 
    

6 
VBS Registration 

after both services 

7 
Mulch Days 

Mon.-Thurs. 
9am-4pm 

8 
SPRC Mtg 

7pm 
 

Small Group  
Team Mtg 

7pm 

9 
Memorial Mtg 

9am 
 

SHOOT! Photo 
6:30pm 

10 
 

11 
Star Gazing  

Family Camp Out 
6pm 

12 
VBS Orientation 

Meeting  
9am 

 

Parentõs  
Night Out  

5:30pm 

13 
Reception for 

Pastor Reed 
between services 

14 
Stephen Ministry 

7pm 
 

Ed I Committee 
7:30pm 

 
 

15 
 

16 
 

 

17 18 
50 & Over Group 

12pm 

19 
Study Committee 

9am 
 

20 
Summer Hours 
Begin Today 

 
Blood Drive 

8:30am 
 

Happy 
Fatherõs Day! 

21 
VBS 9am-12pm 

22 
 

23 
 
 
 

SHOOT!  
Photography 

6:30pm 

24 25 
 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Stephen Ministry 

7pm 

29 30 
 

View the most recent version of the 
CUMC calendar at our website:   

www.clarkstonumc.org 

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00ñ11:00am Parlor Class   
11:15amñ12:15pm Worship Service 
6:11ñ7:00pm    Worship Service 
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm  Knitting from the Heart 
6:00ñ7:00pm Tai Chi 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am  Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:00am Line Dancing 
9:00ñ11:30am  Covenant Group 
 

THURSDAY  
5:30ñ7:30pm  Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm  Menõs Bible Study 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm AA Meeting 
 

 

 

SUMMER  WORSHIP  SERVICE HOURS 
June 20 ñ September 5 

 
Sunday Mornings: 8:30am & 10:00am 

 

The 6:11 Service will be flipping  
its time from evening to late morning  

at 11:06am. 
 

Child care for infants - 3 years old  
will be available at all three services. 

 

Childrenõs Sunday school  
will be offered at 10:00am for children  

4 years old - entering 2nd grade. 
 

The Parlor Class will meet 9:00-9:45am. 
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