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Have you ever witnessed young children do or say something so powerful that you 
were moved to tears?  To speechless wonder? To utter amazement?  I have and it 
seems to happen especially during the 3rd week of JuneñVBS week!  Children are 
participating in an exciting week of games, songs, crafts, bible stories, snacks, 
friendshipsñpure fun!  While òfunó is definitely happening that week, there is so 

much more going on:  children are walking hand-
in-hand with the Lord.  They are growing closer 
to Him that week, and they show it by their 
words and actions.                                                        
Listen to what some kids had to say about their 
VBS experience:  òVBS has taught me all kinds of 
things about God.  God is always open to 
whoever needs Him.ó  (William, age 11)  òI want 
to go to VBS this summer because it is fun and I 
like to learn about God.ó  (Mary, age 8)   òThe 
most important thing I have done at VBS is learn 
about God.ó  (Mitchell, age 8)  òNow I can tell 

everyone about Godõs love for them.ó (Coby, age 4)  Now that is utterly amazing, 
isnõt it?                                                                                                                   
Those are words. What about actions, you might 
ask?  Did you know that the VBS kids collected and 
shipped 1877 items to children in Honduras last 
year?  Did you know that our 5th grade VBS kids 
spent an afternoon at Pine Tree Place singing songs 
and playing games with the residents?  Did you 
know that our VBS kids collected almost $1000 for 
CUMCõs Righteous Mission trip last year?  That 
moves even me to speechless wonder!                  
Join us for VBS this year (June 22-26)---only if you 
are ready to be moved to tears!                                  
-  Annette Siminiski 
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From Pastor Rick 
òIs the glass half full or half empty?ó  Most of us have an answer based on 
whether we are generally a pessimist or optimist.  Sometimes our answer to the 
question may be determined by the immediate circumstances of our life.  For 
example, I am usually an optimist but at times my spirit 
can get warn down.  When that happened I am more 
inclined to see the negative.    
The world is inclined to place a great deal of importance 
on the answer to the question.  Lately, the world seems 
to have concluded that glass of economics is half empty.  
Some might add other categories such as leadership, the 
future, our security and more to the half empty status.  
For Christians, the question about the glass and its 
contents misses the point.  We trust in a God that is not 
limited by the finite. God is sweeping across history and 
in our personal lives with a power to provide all we need 
and break the limitations of any container that is trying to define our truth.  
God always has provided all we need and always will.  Our confidence is not in 
the amount we have but in the ability of God to pour out more than we could 
ever use.   
In the past few weeks, I have been humbled by the gifts people have brought 
forward to offer to God and this ministry.  Some of these gifts have been 
financial, time, talents, and many have given prayers. Some of the most 
precious have been words of encouragement and creativity.  Each of these gifts 
enhances the other.  They all come from hearts living in the confidence of the 
inability of our need to be larger than Godõs ability to provide. 
The church is vibrant and moving forward.  As a church, God is providing all 
we need not only for the ministry but also to fulfill the dreams God has for this 
ministry.  God is ready to do that for our personal live and families as well. We 
should not be surprised. On April 12, we are going to hear the truth about this 
Jesus who rose from the dead.  This is the same Jesus who is Lord over all.  In 
the light of Easter, I am reminded that container the world used to hold Godõs 
grace broke because it could not ever contain all that was poured out for our 
sake.  In the name of Christ I offer you this, òDrink up the grace of God.  Drink 
deep of all the blessings God is pouring out.  Share freely the cup of grace given 
you.  It will never run 
out and will always be 
more than we could 
ever ask.   

Pastor Rick 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
Sunday Traditional Worship Services 

9:00am & 11:15am 
The Connection (Informal Praise) Service 

 6:00pm 
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From Pastor Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

òI can do anything I set my mind to."  
 
òI can lift myself by my own boot straps." 
 
"Iõm alright: If people don't like me, they have the problem."  
 
"Iõm entitled to my opinion, and have the right to say when I disapprove."  
 
Many of us have heard these words slip from our lips. The problem is these 
words come from a thought-provoking book by Chaplain Earl Jabay entitled, 
"The Kingdom of Self," in which he describes the attitudes of a self-centered 
individual. Any one of these attitudes will result in a life of misery. 
This book reminded me of a testimony by Bart Campolo on being raised by 
Christian author Tony Campolo.  He remembered asking his dad for an 
expensive new bike, and Tony had said, òNo.ó Bart retorted, òDonõt you want 
me to be happy?ó To Bartõs shock Tony again said, òNo.ó Tony continued, òI 
want you to be good, that will make you happy; if you try to be happy, youõll 
end up miserable and unfulfilled.ó 
You see the fruit of misery everywhere, in crime, immorality, broken homes 
and on and on.  It almost always stems from a self-focused world view, which 
unfortunately comes naturally to human beings.   
In the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:3-11, our Lord gave us nine keys of happiness. 
The Greek word "makarios" is usually translated "blessed," but it also means 
happy.  Joy and peace are the state of mind that Jesus promises to all who trust 
and obey Him. They are fruit of the Spirit -- the Spirit that dwells in all who 
put their trust in Christ. That fruit blossoms in our lives when we invite the 
Holy Spirit to fill and control us.  
For examples, verses 6-9 give us the first four: "Happy are those who long to 
be just and good, for they shall be completely satisfied. Happy are the kind and 
merciful, for they shall be shown mercy. Happy are those whose hearts are 
pure, for they shall see God. Happy are those who strive for peace -- they shall 
be called the sons of God" (TLB).  
We are blessed because we donõt have to rely on the things of this world to be 
òhappy.ó As we step out with a servantõs heart, we experience that fruit. It just 
doesn't make sense to remain miserable when, if we obey God, we can be 
assured of being happy! 
Happy are those who fear the LORD. Yes, happy are those who delight in 
doing what he commands (Psalm 112:1).  
Letõs chose happiness and prepare to celebrate the gift of Christõs resurrection! 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you,   
Pastor Reed 
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Thank you for the Easter candy donations.  We stuffed over 1000 eggs 
and had plenty to use for goodie bags too!  

There will be NO ANGELS IN TRAINING on Sunday, April 5th.   
 
Mark your calendars for our Spring Fling Family Dance on Friday, 
April 24th at 7pm.  Enjoy an evening or your favorite music and dancing with 
friends as we spin some great tunes!  Light snacks will be served.     
 
Our Next VBS 2009 meeting is Sunday, May 17th at 10am in Room 
#207.  Join us as we finalize plans for our Camp E.D.G.E. (Explore & Discover 
God Everywhere) program and see how you can help.   
 
VBS volunteers are needed!  If you can help with VBS (June 22-26th from 
9am-noon), please fill out the insert from your bulletin starting in mid-April, or 
email Annette Siminski at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.  We need volunteers 
in many areas such as crafts, kitchen & snacks, teachers, teacher-aides, games 
and more.  Thanks for your dedication to this wonderful childrenõs program.  
We could not do it without you!    

 
We are collecting various items for VBS 2009.   These 
items include:  pattern-free, light-colored pillowcases (new or 
gently used) to make childrenõs dresses; fabric pens and/or 
permanent markers; masking tape; craft sticks (colored and/or 
natural); juice boxes; individually 

packaged fruit snacks; granola bars; boxes of graham 
crackers; bags of mini-marshmallows; and miniature 
Hersheyõs bars.  If you would like to donate any of these 

items, please drop them 
off in the Missionõs 
Basket at the Crossroads, 
or in Annette Siminskiõs 
office, Room #102.   
Thanks.  
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
High School Grads seeking scholarships ð Each 
year CUMC awards scholarships to high school 
seniors who have met the following criteria: active 
participation in church activities, strong academic 
performance, demonstrated leadership qualities while 
participating in school and community projects, and participation in a 
mandatory interview with the scholarship committee.  Applications are now 
available on the youth bulletin board or in the church office and must be 
returned by April 13, 2009 along with your transcript.  Interviews will be 
scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2009.  If more information is required 
please contact Anne Evans at 248.625.2647. 
 
Non-Traditional Scholarships ð Scholarships are also available for 
CUMC members who are seeking financial assistance for advanced education 
or training.  Applications are available in the church office and should be 
returned by April 18, 2009 for consideration.  Contact Anne Evans at 
248.625.2647 if further information is needed. 
 

Fuel Mission will be June 15-19 this year.  Our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
students will be serving in a number of ways during that week.  If you 
need a Fuel Mission form, you can pick one up in the church office.  The 
form and $70 deposit is due on Sunday, April 5. 

 

 
Dates to Remember  
 

April 5, 12 - no youth 
programs 
 

April 17-18 - 
Confirmation retreat 
 

May 3 - Confirmation Sunday 
 

May 3 - Righteous Mission meeting 
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RM ó09 Update 

$5200 raised  
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Exercise ClassñExercise, Health, Resolutions, do those words cause havoc in 
your life?  A new ministryñBELIEVEñThe ABCõs of Tai Chi will be every 
Friday, from 10-11am in the Fellowship Hall.  Feel free to drop in when you are 
ready.  Open to everyone - especially beneficial for people with physical 
limitations.  No cost or sign up.  Contact Tammy Cropp at 248-620-0877 
(home) or 248-420-6119 (cell). 
 
CUMC Golf League will kick off again this year on April 27 at Heather 
Highlands in Holly.  Spring will be here soon. We play Mondays beginning at 
5:00pm.  No special talent required, just a desire to enjoy fellowship and play 
golf. This is open to all. The cost is $285 for 15 weeks. Please call Bob Hoff 248-
563-8280 or e-mail at rhoff@chaseplastics.com by March 29 for more 
information. 
 
CUMC Menõs Softball  -  Oil up the glove, dust off the spikes! Play Ball!  The 
local church league season starts in May.  We will be practicing Saturdays at 4pm 
at Sashabaw Plains Park on Maybee Road, west of Sashabaw Road.    If you are 
interested in playing and want receive notices, please contact Mark Kelly at 
mpk@maprikel.com or 313-549-7684. 

Residents in Clarkston are invited to attend a FREE seminar titled 
"Coping Strategies for Families during Economic Crisis."  This seminar 
will address:  handling physical and emotional stress, uncertainty regarding the 
future, communicating realities to your family and resources to help during these 
difficult times. The seminar will be held on April 1st from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the 
Clarkston High School LGI Room. 
 
 
 

EVENTS  

There will be an All-Church Talent Show on April 
25th, at 7pm.   
If you can play spoons, tell jokes, whistle while standing 
on your head or have any other marvelous or unknown 
talents to share, please sign up outside the Music Room 
now.   All ages and levels are encouraged to partici-
pate.  We had a great night last year and we hope this year 
will be even better.  Start rehearsing now and weõll see 
you there!   



 

 

United Methodist Women Want Everyone To" Keep It Clean !ó 

Of course, weõre referring to the annual Rummage Sale! 
The UMW would like to remind everyone that this May 30th 
we will once again hold our annual church Rummage Sale. 
Each year we ask the congregation to òclean up their actó and 
save all your old items for our sale. More information will 
follow, but in the meantime please keep us in mind and start 
a box of donations. From spring cleaning cast-offs to closet 
clutter control, we need your help to make this sale a real 
success. Call Toni Smith with any questions at 625-8624. 
Thanks and weõll see you in May!  

 
SUPPORTING RELAY FOR LIFE 
The CUMC Relay for Life Team is organizing for the annual walk which is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 9th at the Clarkston Junior High School athletic field 
[track].  The walk is a fund raiser for the American Cancer Society.  A special lap is 
scheduled for cancer survivors and other laps are open for those persons who wish 
to walk in remembrance of or in support of a loved one who has experienced 
cancer.  Our goal is to bring an end to cancer in our lifetime. 
If you are willing to pledge for the walk, please stop by at one of the coffee hours 
between the two morning services or after the evening service. 
Bags for the luminary walk on Saturday night are also available for the fee of 
$10.00 each.  Please consider donating to the walk this 
year....or if you wish, please sign up to be a walker from our 
team. Contact Barb Kevern 248-625-2223. 
 
A Tea to Remember 
2nd Annual Friendship Tea to benefit ESTHERS Children, 
will be held on Saturday, May 2nd, 2009.  From 11:00am-
2pm in CUMCõs Fellowship Hall.  Invite the special ladies in 
your life as we celebrate friendship and loved ones.  This 
years theme is Hats!  So donõt forget to wear your prettiest one!  Tickets are $25 & 
can be purchased by calling Pam Ruth at 248-620-6828 or email 
info@estherschildren.org  
 
Spring Cleaning 
 We will be having a day of service to the church on April 
25th starting at 9:00 am. Your help is needed to complete 
many spring cleaning projects at the church. If you have a 
particular skills or questions please call Jeremy Dean at 248-
625-1611 x 234. 
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UMM  
April 14 (Tuesday) - CUMC Men's Committee Meeting 7pm @ CUMC 
The CUMC Men's monthly committee meeting consists of the current CUMC 
UMMen's Officers and Men's Committee members that serves as a leadership 
team working in partnership with the pastor's. All men are welcome to drop 
in and join the committee meetings @ 7pm 
 
April 18 - MDOT Adopt-A-Highway 
Spring Pickup 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, 
April 18th.  The Men of The Church are 
sponsoring the MDOT Adopt-A-Highway 
Spring pickup.  We will meet at the Baldwin 
Rd Big Boy just N. of I-75.  Anyone desiring 
to purchase a breakfast please arrive by 7:00 
AM.  All others please arrive by 7:30 AM for registration, crew assignment, safety 
instructions and a prayer.  Pickup will be from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM. At least 24 
people (32 would make it easier) are needed to cover a 2 mile stretch along I-75 
(north and south bound) between the Baldwin Road and the Giddings Road 
overpass.  All adults, spouses, families, youth (MDOT says 12 yrs +) and friends 
are all welcome to help out on the spring highway pickup. 
Thank you in advance for helping to keep America beautiful! To sign up, please 
contact Tim Sherrow by phone; (248) 620-6052, by e-mail; tpssmg@aol.com, or 
add your name to the sign up sheet posted on the Menõs bulletin board 
 
April 19 (Sunday) - CUMC Men's Breakfast 7:30am (NEW TIME) 
fellowship hall.  The Men of the Church are invited to come to the Men's 
Breakfast, no sign up necessary. We will honor an Eagle Scout and the young 
men from the CUMC Confirmation Class - plus our guest speaker will be 
CUMC's own Dave Couture as he will share "God's Safety Net".  Please come to 
the breakfast and you will be blessed!  (We would greatly appreciate any 
volunteers to help out in the kitchen please especially clean up; for more 
information please call Jay Bleim 248 625-0875 or reply to bleimer2@juno.com). 
Please come and listen to Dave's message - thx. 
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April 25 (Saturday) - Men's Spiritual Conference 4 Men 2009 Gathering 
- Flint District UMMen  8:00amð 2:00pm, Lake Fenton HS 
Please come join the UMMen as the Flint District UMMen host a day of spiritual 
growth and fellowship at Lake Fenton High School in Linden.  The Keynote 
Speaker will be Rev. Brad Mitchell the Sr. Pastor from Carolina Forest 
Community Church in Myrtle Beach - tickets are $10 per person - registration is at 
8am w/Coffee and Donuts, Rev. Brad Mitchell's Program starts at 9am, Lunch at 
12:00pm, Benediction @ 2:15pm.  Contact Jay Bleim for tickets 248 625-0875 or 
bleimer2@juno.com or Jim Walker, President Flint District UMMen 1 810 732-
6396. All men are welcome! - "NOT YOU? THEN WHO?"                            

Lake Fenton High School                                                                                                  

4070 Lahring Rd.                                                                                                          

Linden, MI  48451 

 May 2 (Saturday) HOMEPLATE 2009 @ Comerica 
Park 12:00pm Program of Devotions, Personal Testimonies 
by Ball Players from both teams and Baseball  Game 3:05pm 
Detroit Tigers ðvs.- Cleveland Indians ð  Carl Bidinger only 
has 15 tickets so hurry contact Carl 248 922-3260 or 248 318-
4867 or e-mail carlbidinger@gmail.com  $26 includes ticket 
to game, lunch, souvenir and a great time. 

  
Save the date - June 13, 2009 (Sat) - Clean 

up the River Day . Did you know that the 
River that cuts through the CUMC property is 
the headwaters for the Clinton River?  There is 
going to be a clean up the river day on CUMC 
property on Saturday June 13 from 9am-
1pm.  Come join the UMMen, the UMWomen 
& Trustees as we do our part to be GREEN. 

 July 10-12 (Fri-Sun) 10th National Gathering of UMMen will be held at 
Belmont University, Nashville TN.  There will be 25 seminars to choose from 
and 3 UMMen workshops and 3 local mission projects planned.  Nashville has 
many attractions so please bring your wife and enjoy the whole week.  Featured 
Artists are Vince Gill & Steve Hornbeak among others.  See more information at 
www.gcumm.org and register on line or by mail at GCUMM PO Box 440515 
Nashville, TN  37244 or by phone at 615-340-7145.  Cost is $175.  See Jay Bleim 
for brochures and  registration or go to website.   

Page 9 


