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From Rev. Christine & Pastor Rick 
 

Why are we looking at these 5 Practices and spending valuable preaching and 
class time studying these practices that echo our congregational Core Values? 

We want to build on our experiences of living with our Core Values 

We want to go deeper, reach further and prepare for what it will mean for our 
ministry to completely commit to living out these 5 Practices of: 

 

Radical Hospitality  Passionate Worship  Intentional Faith Development  
Risk Taking Mission and Service  Extravagant Generosity  

 
For instance, if we think of combining Radical Hospitality and 
Passionate Worship, how do share in worship that reaches the 
deepest part of our souls and lifts us into the presence of God?  
How can the worship we share be accessible and inviting for  
newcomers, so they join in the holiness of the moment?  
 
If we truly believe in the principle of Intentional Faith  
Development, what would that mean for Children? Youth? 
Adults?  What do we need to offer in order to speak to the deepest 
spiritual questions of every age?  What tools are necessary for each 

of us to learn to grow in our faith journey?  What are the barriers keeping people from  
engaging in Intentional Faith Development and how can we break through them? 
 
If we truly were living our call to Risk Taking Mission 
and Service, what would that look like?  Would we  
partner with members of our congregation with medical 
and dental training to support a low cost medical and  
dental clinic for flu shots, well baby checks, dental clean-
ings, etc.?  What ways can we make the most life changing 
impact in the lives of those in need in our area, state, and 
world?  What sacrifices would be required to make those 
happen?   (continued on page 2) 
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Continued from coveré 
How do we live Extravagant Generosity?  Is that conversation more than 
money?  Is it a lifestyle of looking for the best in others words and deeds?  Does it 
apply to our time, our talents and service?  How will we come to understand Ex-
travagant Generosity is about our heart and mind claiming the values of Christ and 
acting in ways reflecting the Kingdom of God? 
 
How will our truly living out these 5 Practices reflected in our Core Values 
change how we function, the space we use, the mission we serve and the future we 
embrace? 
 
These are but a few of the questions regarding the direction of minis-
try at CUMC that might be raised from our study of these 5 Practices of a 
Fruitful Congregation. What are your thoughts? Questions? This is YOUR chance to 
be heard and to participate in this important discussion! 
 
If you are interested in participating in a five week 5 Practices class  
but none of the class times listed below are 
convenient, please e-mail Rev. Christine at 
cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org ASAP with your name, 
phone number and which days and times you would 
like to see a class offered.  Classes will be put  
together based on your responses. 
 
 

 
 

ò5 Practicesó Class Schedule 
 

Sunday Parlor Class beginning Sept 13 at 10am  

Monday Evening Class beginning Sept 14 at 7pm at the home  of  
 Louis & Brenda DuPree - 248-625-5141 

Wednesday Evening beginning Sept 16 at 7pm led by Pastor Rick 

Thursday Morning beginning Sept 17 at 10am led by Pastor Reed 

Thursday Menõs Class beginning Sept 17 at 6:30pm in the Library 

Friday Menõs Class beginning Sept 18 at 7am in the Parlor 

Saturday Morning beginning Sept 19 at 8:30am at Leoõs  
  (on Sashabaw Rd) led by Rob Gilkerson 

DuPreeõs Evening Class - The first gathering will be on Tuesday, Sept 8  
  at 7pm at the DuPreeõs home.  Thereafter, meetings 
   will be on Mondays, beginning Sept 14. (248-625-5141) 
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From Pastor Rick 
August thoughtséé 
It is August as I write this article.  It is supposed to be the slow time of the year 
for the church.  Attendance at worship is less than at other times of the year.  
There are fewer programs during the week.  However there is a great deal of 
energy being generated in the midst of the quiet. 

Our church made a commitment to donate 75 backpacks this month to 
deserving children in the area.  The week before we needed to deliver 
them, we only had 40.  When the deadline came, we had 82 backpacks 
and $500 in gift cards.  (see article in this Chimes)  In addition, our 
congregation was able to help get food and household items from Feed 
the Children to 50 families in the area. 

We asked for a one Sunday offering to fund a program that makes hand 
bikes allowing amputees in places of great poverty to no longer have to 
drag themselves on the ground. We hoped for five hundred dollars, 
we received $2,000.  Dave Kaufman, who is leading our church in 
making and shipping of these òbikesó said it well, òBecause of this 
offering, eight people are going to be pulled out of the mud and into a 
new future.ó 

At meeting of the Finance Ministry Team last week, before we talked about 
dollars and cents, we spent a half hour reading scripture and sharing 
about the generosity of God. 

This weekend 30 high school age youth are on a leadership retreat to get 
ready for a crazy exciting year in youth ministry.  Remember 
Righteous Mission Sunday with 90+ participants and testimonies of 
accepting Christ as Lord?....the foundation of things to come. 

We are in final planning for an important church wide study on 5 Practices 
(see offerings in this issue), the start of an exciting new worship 
service on September 13 called 611, and all the other usual fall start 
ups of exciting programs for all ages. 

It is just another August of feeding the hungry, caring for the needy, offering 
ourselves to God and preparing for a fall outpouring of life changing grace.  I 
canõt wait to see what happens when the church gets busy. 
Pastor Rick 

 
 

 

 

Worship Schedule starting on September 13, 2009: 
Sundays 

9:00am, 11:15am and 6:11pm 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

Biblical Hospitality Through a Visitorõs Eyes 
 

Biblical Hospitality is one of the five core values of our church.  It is also my 
greatest passion in ministry.  As I try to make it play out in the life of the congregation, 
I am finding that I have a small core group of people that are totally committed, but are 
stretched very thin.  I am reminded of momõs refrain, òmany hands make light work.ó  
So, I am asking for your help.  For example, as we plan for the fall, it has become 
increasingly difficult to find greeters, especially for the 11:15am service.  I understand 
part of the problem may be in making a year long commitment.  However, if you 
could volunteer for specific months of the year and not others, we could 
piece together some relief for the greeter teams, and visitors would meet 
different faces each week.  Another challenge, surprisingly, is cookies.  Yes, I 
really said cookies.  Running out of cookies for visiting familiesõ children is a bigger 
deal than you might think.  We at CUMC can go through 20 dozen cookies each 
week.  Our list of cookie donors has shrunk as people have retired and moved away 
and we need your help.  Cookies donõt have to be homemade.  As a father of three 
kids, I can attest that the 89¢ fudge stripe cookies go over very well.  (Yes, I have tried 
them myself.) 

As I make plans for some invitational opportunities this fall, there are other 
things Iõd like to add as well.  Some of the most noticeable areas to a visitor may 
surprise you: the bathroom, the nursery, and the coatroom.  The attention that you 
show these areas can strongly shape someoneõs impression of their visit to CUMC.  
Now at CUMC these areas are clean and well maintained, but there is an opportunity 
for òextra mileó Biblical Hospitality.  Guiding visitors to these places is critical.  
Everybody knows where these places are, except the visitor.  The next step is showing 
that weõve double checked the overall appearance of the room.  This is done through 
not only seeing the paper is full and not on the floor but adding òlittle touches.ó  Most 
of these are simple: some combs, breath mints, and/or a bowl of potpourri by the sink, 
or even rotating the pictures and posters on the walls.  Little things mean a lot.  You 
probably know better than I some of the things we could do to show we 
care.  Whether you have an idea of something we can do or are willing to help keeping 
them going, we could use your help.  

If you can help in any way (or are on a list but can no longer help due to 
moving away, going off to college, etc.) or have other thoughts about Biblical 
Hospitality , please call the office (248) 625-1611 or drop me an e-mail at 
rswanson@clarkstonumc.org.  If you have a question about cookies or coffee hour, you 
can talk to Mark Thornton or me.  If you want to know more about being a greeter you 
can ask me, Cindy Oltman (248) 922-1808, or Marianne Conner (248) 922-9623. 
 

Yours in Fulfilling the Great Commission, 
Pastor Reed 
 

Donõt forget the BIG church picnic August 30th and Kickoff Sunday September 13th!     
See you there!!  



 

Page 5 

CHILDREN  
Our nursery and toddler room have moved to Rooms 101 and 102 on the 
main floor.  Please sign in your child outside of the desired room, grab a pager, and 
enjoy worship service as usual. 
 

No Sunday school on September 6thñLabor Day Weekend.  All children are 
encouraged to attend worship with their families that day.  Quiet activities will be 
provided.  A nursery for infants to age 3 will be available at both 8:30 and 10am.    
 

Nursery & toddler room help is needed during worship services (9&11am), 
and the adult Sunday school hour (10am).  If youõre interested in spending 
quality time with our little ones, please contact Karen Girard @248-922-9499. 
 

NEW this year---Sunday School Registration Day is September 13th at 9 & 
11:15am in Fellowship Hall.  If you have children in our Sunday school programs, 
please take them to Fellowship Hall on September 13th where you will submit your 
registration form, as well as a volunteer form.  Look for more details in a letter arriving 
at your home by September 9th.  

 

Sunday School Kick-Off Carnival is September 13th at 12:30pm on the 
church lawn.  For the 2nd year in a row, we are celebrating with a Sunday school 
family carnival after the 11:15am worship service.  There will be a hot dog lunch, water 
activities, games, an inflatable obstacle course, a slip and slide, and more.  Please have 
your kids wear or bring casual clothes (including socks for the obstacle course), a towel 
and a bathing suit.  Please also bring lawn chairs or a picnic blanket to eat lunch on.   
 

Inaugural Family Camp Out is scheduled for Friday, Sept 18th @7pm-
Saturday, Sept 19th @9am.  Yes, we have re-scheduled our first-ever Family Camp 
Out.  Arrive between 6-7pm on Sept. 18th to set up your tents.  We will provide camp 
fires, ingredients for making sõmores, crafts, games, a movie and more.  Please bring 
roasting sticks for marshmallows, lawn chairs, flashlights, bikes & scooters for riding in 
the parking lot, and any other games you might want to share.  Breakfast will be 
provided at 7:30am on Saturday.  Tear down and clean up will be from 8-9am. Please 
RSVP to asiminski@clarkstonumc.org or sign up on the bulletin board by the nursery.   
 

October 11th is Bible Sunday!  As is our custom, CUMC is looking for bible buddies 
to purchase bibles for our 2nd graders.  Look for the Bible Buddy form and envelope in 
the September 13th and 20th bulletins.   
 

Looking aheadñour 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat Trot 5k Run/Walk and 
Inaugural 1 Mile Family Fun Run/Walk is October 24th @9am.  We are 
donating all proceeds to CUMCõs Schmidt Family as daughter Emily battles Non-
Hodgkinõs Lymphoma.  Sponsors ($100, $50, & $25) are needed for this race.  Pick up a 
sponsor form in the office or on our church website.  Participant forms are also available 
in the office and on our website.  If you would like to volunteer with this event, please 
contact asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.  We really need your help cheering on runners 
along the route, baking cookies, distributing fliers, handing out pumpkins at the finish 
line . . . The volunteer possibilities are endless.   
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 Y OUTH  
 

YOUTH PARENT MEETING:  TUESDAY -  SEPTEMBER 8,  7PM 
Sanctuary 
Parents of teens going into 6th-12th grade, please make every effort to attend 
the parent meeting on the Tuesday after Labor Day.  That night we will go 
over the specifics in regards to Fuel, Club 89, SNL, Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Spring Hill, upcoming mission trips, and other opportunities 
to serve within the church, as well as opportunities for you as parents.  See 
you all there. 
  
YOUTH PROGRAMS START SUNDAY NIGHT, SEPTEMBER 13 
Times for youth groups this year will be as follows: 

 
Fuel (6th-7th grade)  5:30-6:11PM 
 
Club 89 (8th-9th grade) 7-8PM 
 
SNL (10th-12th grade) 7-8PM 

  
Sunday School for 7th-8th grade will also be starting on Sept. 13 at 
11:15AM in the Youth Lounge. 
  
Bible Study times and locations will be announced shortly. 
  
CONFIRMATION RETREAT:  SEPTEMBER 11-12, 7PM-noon 
The first event of the 2009-2010 confirmation class will be Friday/Saturday 
after Labor Day.  We will begin the exciting journey as God reveals himself 
to us and we wrestle with the questions that ultimately lead to the decision of 
joining the United Methodist Church.  Confirmation is for 9th grade students 
and older.  If you or your child has not registered for confirmation, please 
contact Greg Martin in the church office or at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org. 
 
 
With the starting of the new 611 worship service in 
the fall, we are starting a youth praise band to play 
once a month.  If you are a student and play guitar, 
keyboard, bass, drums, or any other instrument and 
would like to be a part of it, please contact either Dave 
Hickey at hickeydjs@comcast.net or Greg Martin at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org. 
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  
 

You are invited to join us as we begin another season of praising God through music 
and the arts.  We are fortunate to have so many groups and opportunities to serve in 
worship and we hope you will consider being a part of one of our choirs: 
 

Beginning September 9th ~ 
Jubilate Bells ð High School through Adult Hand Bell Choir ð Rehearses Wednes-

days from 7:30 to 9:00pm 
 

Beginning September 10th~ 
Chancel Choir ð High School through Adult Choral Choir ð Rehearses Thursdays 

from 7:30pm to 9:00pm 
Menõs Choir ð High School through Adult Male Voices Choir ð Rehearses on se-

lect Thursdays from 9:00 to 9:45pm 
 

Beginning September 16th ~ 
Cherub Choir ð 4-year-olds through 1st graders Choral Choir ð Rehearses  

Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6pm in the Parlor beginning 
Wesley Choir ð 2nd graders through 5th graders Choral Choirð Rehearses Wednes-

days from 5:15 to 6pm in the Music Room; presents a musical in April 
Angelus Bells ð 3rd graders through 5th graders Hand Bell Choir ð Rehearses  

Wednesdays from 4:30 to 5:15pm in the Music Room 
Youth Choir ð 6th graders through 12th graders Choral Choir ð Rehearses 

Wednesdays from 6:00 to 6:45pm in the Music Room; goes on a weekend tour in 
February 

Celebration Ringers ð 6th graders through 9th graders Hand Bell Choir ð Re-
hearses Wednesdays 6:45 to 7:30pm 

 

Ongoing ~ 
Sacred Dance Choir ð 3rd graders through Adult Dance Choir ð Rehearses on 

select Thursdays throughout the season 
Instrumentalists ð Middle School through Adult ð solo and accompanying  

opportunities throughout the year 
 

Again, we hope you will become a part of the Music and Arts Ministry.  All groups are 
open to everyone and we encourage you to join.  Come share in the transformative 
experience of singing and ringing and dancing and giving praise to the Almighty. 
 

Please call or email Sharon Thomas, Director of Music and Worship Arts, if you have 
any questions about any of our groups.  248.625.1611 ext 228 or 
sthomas@clarkstonumc.org. 
 
Musical Groups Participating in Worship 
 

September 13 ð 9am and 11:15am Worship ð Chancel Choir 
 

September 20 ð 9am Worship ð Chancel Choir, Menõs Choir, Sacred Dance Choir 
 11:15am Worship ð Menõs Choir, Sacred Dance Choir 
 

September 27 ð 9am Worship ð Jubilate Bells 
 11:15am Worship ð Chancel Choir 
 
 
 



 

 

 

   

 

A DULTS  
 

Adult Education has been busy during the Summer 
 

Intentional Faith Development- Bible studies: 
Pastor Rick will be teaching a Basic Bible Study class for people who are picking up the 
Bible for the first time in a long timeébegins Wed October 28th, 7-9 pm 
Parlor Class will finish 5 Fruits and begin a thematic study of the Bible on October 18th ð
for those with some experience with the Bible Sundays, 10am in the Parlor 
 

Other Adult Education Classes: 
Parentõs Circle ð Sunday 10am in the Board Conference Room begins Sept 20 dis-
cussing Faith Topics using NOOMA DVDõs ð open to all parents 
Faith Sharing Class ð begins Sept 16, 7 pm Pastor Reed- using your life experiences to 
share your faith 
Spiritual Writing Class taught by Sharon Sherrow begins week of Oct 19th ð daytime 
or evening ð she is open to suggestion and will go with day/time with largest group of 
attendees ð contact her at tpssing@aol.com  
Additional Short term classes are being planned 
 

Small Groups (Fellowship) Resuming: 
Village Players Theater GroupñPlease contact Becky Ermer (248-687-8788)  
Round Robin Dinners (Oct, Nov, Jan, Feb)ñPleaase contact Kathy Waechter  

(248-625-5303) if interested. 
Euchre GroupñPlease contact Mary Kanous (248-625-7123) if interested. 
Book ClubñContact Laura Palmer palmer61@comcast.net or Kristi Yonkers if you are 

interested.  This club meets the 4th Monday of the month. 
Over 50 FellowshipñContact Brenda DuPree at bkdupree@comcast.net.  This group 

meets on the 3rd Friday of the month in the Parlor beginning September. 
The Monday Knitters continue meeting on Mondays in the parlor from 1-2:30pm and 
are knitting prayer shawls and childrenõs sweaters ð all levels of knitters are welcome! 

 

Career Transition- CUMC members are working with several Clarkston churches and 
the Clarkston Community Schools to host 5 workshops to help members of the commu-
nity who are experiencing job loss, financial stress, personal stress, and/or are considering 
a small business start up. These workshops begin Tuesday, October 6 from 7-9 
pm and will be held every week at the Clarkston Junior High LGI room 
through November 3rd.  

Topics are: 
Job search strategies 
Identifying Your strengths/Small business start up 
Stress management 
Financial Issues/Mortgage Assistance/ Health care strategies 
Basics of resume writing/presenting yourself 
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L IBRARY  
 

The library committee would like to hear from YOU! 

 Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the library? 

Would you be willing to write a short book review and let people know 
about good books available in our library?  It would be interesting to see 
what books people read and get their opinions!  

Contact Christine Wyatt, Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner, Sharon Dol-
lens, Anne Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen with your suggestions or comments. 
 
 

Look for our section on the church web site! 
 
 
FEATURED BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH is by Myung Pinner. 
I read The Red Tent by Anita Diamant.  This is the story of Dinah who is the 
daughter of Jacob, son of Issac, and grandson of Abraham.  It is a novel of biblical 
times.  We have heard of Dinah very briefly.  If you want to read it again, you can 
find it through Genesis 34 1-31.  Dinah is defiled.  That is all we know of her.  
However, Diamant tells us the story from Dinahõs point of view, starting with the 
story of her mothers from a red tent and saying that it was not a rape.  It was a love 
story.   A red tent is a feminine tent where women of the tribe stay during their 
cycles of menses, birthing, and even illness.  It is the place of rest and relaxation.  
Also, it is a secret world since no man may enter.  I would not reveal too much of 
Dinahõs story.  I wholeheartedly recommend this book.  Especially for women, it is 
a must!  More than anything Dinah is whispering to you, please come to the Library 
and pick me up---I am in the Christian Fiction section! 
 
 
Look for the NEW books in the Stephen Ministry Section of the Library given  
in Memory of James R. Vass: 
 

1. When Your Grandparent Dies#1   by Victoria Ryan 

2. When Your Grandparent Dies #2   by Victoria Ryan 

3. What is Heaven Like?   by Pamela Querin 

4. When Bad things Happen   by Ted OõNeal 

5. When Mom and Dad Divorce #1  by Emily Menendez-Aponte 

6. When Mom and Dad Divorce #2  by Emily Menendez-Aponte 

7. A Grace Disguised #2 by Jerry Sitter 

8. When Grief Breaks your Heart by James W. Moore  
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 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   Look for the most recent  
version of the calendar at our  
website: clarkstonumc.org 

 1 2 3 
Finance  

Operations 
Committee 
 7-8:30pm 

4 5 

6 
Final Summer  

Worship Hours: 
8:30am & 10am 

 

Parlor Class  
9-10am 

7 
Labor Day 

8 9 
Memorial  

Committee  
9-10:30am 

 

Whobody  
Meeting 7-9pm 

10 11 
Confirmation 

Retreat 

12 
Parents Night 

Out 
5:30 pm 

13 
Fall Worship 
Times Begin 

 

ò5 Practicesó 
Classes Begin 

 

First Steps Class 
12:30-2:30pm 

14 15 
UMM Meeting 

 7-9pm 

16 17 18 
Over 55 Group 

11am-2pm 
 

Family  
Camp Out  

19 

20 
Parent Circle 

10:10am 

21 22 
First Day of  

23 
Venture Crew 

 7-8pm 

24 
UMW Meeting 

 7-9pm 

25 26 

27 
Parent Circle 

10:10 am 

28 29 30       

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

SUNDAY  
The following Sunday events begin on Sept 13: 

9:00ñ10:00 am   Worship   
10:00ñ11:00am   Parlor Class   
11:15amñ12:15pm   Worship   
5:30ñ6:10pm   FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm   611 Worship   
7:00ñ8:00pm   Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm   SNL   
7:00ñ9:00pm   Couples Bible Study  

 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm   Knitting 
6:00ñ7:00pm   Tai Chi 
7:00ñ9:00pm   AA Meeting 
7:00ñ9:00pm   Womenõs Bible Study (starts Sept 14) 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm   Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am   Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:30am   Covenant Group 
9:00ñ11:30am   Companions in Christ (starts Sept 9) 
The following Wednesday events begin on Sept 15: 

4:30ñ5:15pm   Angelus Bells 
5:15ñ6:00pm   Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm   Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm   Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ8:30pm   Faith Sharing 
7:00ñ9:00pm   ò5 Practicesó Class - Pastor Rick 
7:30ñ9:00pm   Jubilate Bells 

 

THURSDAY  
10:00ñ11:30am  ò5 Practicesó Class - Pastor Reed  
 (starts Sept 16) 
5:30pm   Sacred Dance  
6:30pm   Menõs Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Chancel Choir (starts Sept 10) 
9:00ñ9:45pm   Menõs Choir (starts Sept 10) 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am   Menõs Bible Study 
10:00ñ11:00am  Believe-The ABC of Tai Chi 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

SATURDAY  
8:30ñ9:30am  ò5 Practicesó Class - Rob Gilkerson 
 @ Leoõs Coney on Sashabaw Rd. (starts  Sept 19) 
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