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OCTOBER Issue  

òLet Me Know How I Can Helpó  
Have you ever been in a situation where someone you know and love has been 
in a difficult, stressful, or dire situation?  If so, you have likely uttered the 
words, òPlease let me know how I can help.ó  How often have you actually had 
the opportunity to help and done so?  Less times than you probably hoped for.  
Now is your opportunity. 

On October 24th at 9am, Education I is hosting itõs 2nd annual Trunk or Treat 
Trot (5K run/walk) and its inaugural 1 Mile Family Fun Run (and walk).  
All proceeds from these 2 events will be donated to the Emily Schmidt 

Family.  For those who do not know Emily, she is a 7-
year old child actively involved at CUMC, along with her 
mom Melissa, her dad Craig, and her brother Hunter.  
This past June, Emily was diagnosed with stage 3 Non-
Hodgkinõs Lymphoma along with other serious medical 
conditions. This diagnosis has obviously changed the lives 
of the Schmidt family forever.  It has also required a 
tremendous amount of treatment and resources. 

Now is our opportunity to actively live out one of CUMCõs core valuesñ
transformational mission.  You have numerous ways in which to help 
transform the lives of the Schmidt family:  Register to walk/run the 5k or  
1 mile with your family and friends; sign up to be a 
gold ($100), silver ($50) or bronze ($25) sponsor; 
cheer on participants along the route; bake muffins 
and cookies for race day; hand out pumpkins at the 
finish line; work a booth on race day; pray for the 
event organizers and especially Emily. 

Mission work changes the lives of the recipients as 
well as the lives of the volunteers.  Do you feel like a 
change?  Contact Annette Siminski when you decide 
how you want to help (asiminski@clarkstonumc.org) 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

Holy Boldness 

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldnessé  
(2 Corinthians 3:12) 

 

The above line Paul writes to the church in Corinth reflects so much of 
the attitude of the early church.  Their passion for Christ made them bold 
in their relationships with each other.  They eagerly proclaimed the gospel 
to the world, held each other accountable to Christ by grace and lived each 
day as if it might be their last day to serve their Lord. 

So much of what passes for boldness today is marked by arrogance and 
anger.  In contrast, the early churchõs boldness was mingled with humility 
and the heart of a servant.  Paul could write with great passion to 
Christians by calling them to holy action and holding them in his heart with 
the tenderness of a beloved brother.  Paul and others had such hope for the 
church, for others and for the future because of Christ.  When we get lost 
in the frailties of others and ourselves, we can still have great hope 
becauseé.There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all and in all. 
(Ephesians 4:4-6) 

We are finishing a five week study of the Five Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations. I hope this time has been a blessing for you and the 
congregation.  We have had honest conversation about all we are doing 
well and all we have yet to get right.  The work of moving on to perfection 
is a life long journey and we will continue to strive to fulfill the calling of 
Christ upon us.  Like the early church, we will not wait until we get it all 
right to become even bolder for Christ. 

It is time to look to the future with boldness.  What must we do to 
fulfill the calling of Christ upon this ministry?  What changes to our life 
together, our building, our programs, our conversations must occur to be 
the church Jesus needs us to be now and in the days going forward?  Those 
are the conversations we must engage with humility and with the hearts of 
servants.  Let the conversations begin and the plans be made.  Our hope is 
built in nothing less than Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

When it comes right down to it the churchõs purpose is to transform 
the world through the love of Jesus Christ.  To do that you have to fulfill 
the Great Commission by bringing people in, building them up, and 
sending them out.  If you do that the church will be healthy, the good 
news will be shared and Godõs purpose will be lived out. The beauty of 
this statement is in its common sense and simplicity.  There is no earth 
shattering secret revealed, and yet it will works every time.  It works in 
the city, in the country, and the suburbs.  It works with electric guitars 
and pipe organs; it works in the good old USA and around the world.  
Then why doesnõt every church do it? 

I think there are many reasons: the tasks are never finished; actually 
they are habits to be developed and not really tasks at all.  One method 
of doing them doesnõt necessarily work somewhere else; in fact this 
usually leads to failure.  Different people call them different things, and 
some congregations place higher priorities on different parts of the plan.  
But in then end you have to address all the parts or the congregation will 
get sick. 

A healthy church will annually look at how they are doing in each 
area.  Are we doing as well as last year?  As well as we hoped for this 
year?  Which area needs the most attention?  What can we add, improve 
or do differently? There is a common thread in all of this and it is that 
dreaded c-word é. CHANGE!  I donõt deny change is hard and 
sometimes painful.  I constantly tell my daughter Joy; òStop reading and 
growing and stuff like that, I didnõt say you could grow up. I like you just 
the way you are.  Canõt you just stay five?ó  But I know in my heart itõs 
not healthy for living things not to grow and change; and make no 
mistake the Body of Christ is a living thing. 

So what should we do?  Rather than let outside forces conform us to 
this world we have to take steps to change Godõs way.  We have to take 
steps in intentional faith development; celebrate in passionate worship, 
step out extravagantly in risk taking mission and Biblical Hospitality.  But 
it all boils down to you.  You have to make that decision and you have to 
take that next step. 

 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
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CHILDREN  
Nursery & toddler room help is needed at both the 9:00 and 
11:15am worship services, and the 10am adult Sunday school 
hour.  If you are interested in spending some quality time with our little 
ones, please contact Karen Girard @248-922-9499. 

Registration Forms must be filled out for all Sunday school 
children, toddlers, and infants.  If you have not yet filled out a green 
Childrenõs Ministry Registration Form 2009-10, please do so immediately 
and submit it to the church office, your childõs Sunday school teacher, or 
Annette Siminski.  Your children  may not be left in Sunday school, the 
nursery, or toddler room until this form is submitted. 

Parent Volunteer Opportunity Forms must be filled out for all 
Sunday school families.  If you have not yet filled out a pink Parent 
Volunteer Opportunity Form, please do so immediately and submit it to the 
church office, your childõs Sunday school teacher, or Annette Siminski.  
Your children may not be left in Sunday school, the nursery, or toddler 
room until this form is submitted. 

October 11th is Bible Sunday!  As is our custom, CUMC is looking for 
bible buddies to purchase bibles for our 2nd graders.  If you would like to be 
a Bible Buddy, please submit $15 to Annette Siminski or in our offering 
plate with a notation of òBible Buddyó. 

Our 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat Trot 5k Run/Walk and Inaugural 
1 Mile Family Fun Run/Walk is October 24th @9am.  We are 
donating all proceeds to CUMCõs Schmidt Family as daughter Emily battles 
Non-Hodgkinõs Lymphoma.  Sponsors ($100, $50, & $25) are needed for 
this race.  Pick up a sponsor form in the office or on our church website.  If 
you would like to participate in either event, participant forms are also 
available in the office or on our website, or go to www.Active.com.  If you 
would like to volunteer with this event, please contact 
asiminski@clarkstonumc.org.  We really need your help cheering on 
runners along the route, baking cookies, distributing fliers, handing out 
pumpkins at the finish line . . . The volunteer possibilities are endless. 

Trunk or Treat is Sunday, October 25th at 5pm.  All children and 
their families are invited to join us in our church parking lot (weather 
permitting) to trick or treat from car trunk to car trunk, to play some 
games, to eat pizza, and to stay for worship service in Fellowship Hall at 
6:11pm.  If you would like to decorate your car trunk and hand out candy to 
the kids, please contact Annette Siminski at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org, 
or Greg Martin at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org.  
All is FREE! 

mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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Y OUTH  
 

Attention all 9th-12th grade students: 
It's already time to start thinking about our annual Spring Hill retreat.  Our 
students will meet at the church on Friday, January 29, at 4PM, and will 
return on Sunday, January 31, at 3PM.  The overall cost for the weekend is 
$130, with a $75 deposit due to the church office by October 5.  You can 
read about the Spring Hill weekend by going to www.springhillcamps.com.  

Confirmation students: 
Remember that our next confirmation event is Sunday afternoon, Oct. 11, 
at 3PM in the parlor.    

 

Youth and parents, please note the following two time changes 
for upcoming Sunday night programming:  

Sunday, October 25, is our 5th annual Trunk or Treat, an outreach to 
the community where we decorate the trunks of our car and have a party, 
then invite the children of our community to come trick or treat.  We 
would like families of our students to participate by decorating their 
car.  If your family is taking part in this event, please arrive in the church 
parking lot no later than 4:45PM on that Sunday, and we will start the 
festivities at 5:15PM.  This event means that there will not be any youth 
programs that night.  

Sunday, November 1, our SNL leadership team will be putting on a 
community youth event at our church from 4PM-7:30PM.  We will be 
including several youth groups from Clarkston, and having a "Battle of the 
Bands", inflatable games, food, and a closing concert.  This event will be 
in the place of our normal Sunday evening youth activities. 
 

Join the Youth Choir 
The Youth Choir is for Middle School and Junior High Students and practice 
on Wednesdays 6:00-6:45 pm.  The Youth Choir emphasizes singing, 
improved music reading and worship leadership. Worship participation 
takes place approximately once a month. The group also sings in concerts.  
The Youth Choir is planning a Youth Choir tour for February 26, 27 and 28, 
2010.  Please contact Mrs.Thomas, sthomas@clarkstonumc.org, if you are 
interested in joining or helping with the tour.  

 

mailto:sthomas@clarkstonumc.org
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 A DULTS  
Adult Education Next Steps 

Basic Bible  
4 weeks begins 7pm on Thursday, Oct. 29 ð Nov 19 with Pastor Rick 

Gospel of Mark 
5 weeks begins 7pm on Wednesday, Oct. 21 ð Nov. 18 with Pastor Reed 

Journey thru the Bible 
Thematic Bible study begins 10am Sunday, Oct 25 in the Parlor with Rev. 
Christine 

Boundaries ñ When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of 
Your Life 
Begins 9:30am on Thursday, Oct. 22 with Rev Christine and Mary Bauer 

Menõs Thursday Night  
6:30pm in the Library with Jeff Smolek 

Sunday Couples  
7:00pm alternate Sundays ð Please contact Debi Damico at 248-625-6645 
for details. 

Spiritual Writing Class 
Please contact Sharon Sherrow at 248-620-6052 for details. 
Please fill out the form in Sundayõs bulletin to turn into Rev. 
Christine Wyatt or sign up online at www.clarkstonumc.org. 

 

Small Groups (Fellowship) Resuming: 

Village Players Theater Group 
Please contact Becky Ermer (248-687-8788)  

Round Robin Dinners (Oct, Nov, Jan, Feb) 
Please contact Kathy Waechter (248-625-5303) if interested. 

Euchre Group 
Please contact Mary Kanous (248-625-7123) if interested. 

Book Club 
Contact Laura Palmer palmer61@comcast.net or Kristi Yonkers if you 
are interested.  This club meets the 4th Monday of the month. 

Over 50 Fellowship 
Contact Brenda DuPree at bkdupree@comcast.net.  This group meets on 
the 3rd Friday of the month in the Parlor beginning September. 

The Monday Knitters continue meeting on Mondays in the parlor from 
1-2:30pm and are knitting prayer shawls and childrenõs sweaters ð all 
levels of knitters are welcome! 

mailto:Palmerpalmer61@comcast.net
mailto:bkdupree@comcast.net
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  
 

 

Morning Worship Music Schedule 

October 4 9am ð Chancel Choir 
11:15am - Soloist 

October 11 9am ð Cherub Choir, Wesley Choir, Chancel Choir 
11:15am ð Youth Choir, Chancel Choir 

October 18  9am ð Chancel Choir, Menõs Choir 
11:15am ð Menõs Choir, Celebration Ringers 

October 25 9am ð Sacred Dance Choir with Special Music 
11:15am ð Chancel Choir 

 
Was your heart stirred during any recent 
study or discussion about Passionate 
Worship?  We are re-establishing the Music and 
Worship Task Force and we need members who have 
passion for our worship services.  We need people 
who will coordinate some of the nuts and bolts of the 
worship services and we need people who want to 
explore the philosophical and theological issues of 
why we do what we do when we worship together as a community of faith. 
If you feel called to serve on such a team, please contact Sharon Thomas, 
Director of Music and Worship Arts, at 248.625.1611 ext 228 or 
sthomas@clarkstonumc.org. 
 
The Chancel Choir will be presenting Mark Hayesõ òMagnificató 
during both morning worship services on December 13.  We will rehearse 
this piece every Thursday from 8:15 to 9pm, October 15 through December 
10 (excluding Thanksgiving).  If you canõt sing with the Chancel Choir 
regularly but would like to sing the cantata, please join us.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sharon Thomas.  Please lift your voice with other 
choir members as we worship God and celebrate Christõs birth. 
 
Help support these programs by volunteering to operate the sound board 
during services.  If interested, please contact Rob Gilkerson in the church 
office. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

   

 
 

T AKE  CHARGE  OF  

Y OUR  CAREER  T RANSITION  
 

A group of local churches has joined with the Clarkston Community Schools to 
present a series of five sessions which will cover several aspects of career 
transition.  Sessions, sponsored by Clarkston Schools & Steeples, will be led by 
experts in the various areas.  Sessions are open to the public at no cost.  They 
will be held 7-9pm at Clarkston Junior High School, 6595 Waldon Rd. 
Clarkston, MI 48346.   

Oct. 6 Networking to Get the Interview/Job Search 
Tami Dowd is a professional transition consultant with extensive experience in 
career and life transition and performance coaching. Kathy Livelsberger is the 
assistant director of career services at Oakland University where she leads a 
team of career counselors and advises undergraduate and graduate students and 
alumni.  

Oct. 13 So Youõre Thinking About a Career Change 
Inventorying Your Skills and Interests/Considering a Business of Your Own 
Bob Inskeep is a professor of management and executive director of the center 
for non-profit management at Lawrence Technological Universityõs College of 
Management and has worked in the field of human resource management for 35 
years. Ken Gadd is the current director of LTUõs Osborn microenterprise 
development program and has consulted with for-profit and faith-based 
organizations for 25 years.  

Oct. 20 Utilizing Recruiters in Your Job Search 
Larry Hart is an experienced IT recruiter, salesperson and manager serving 
staffing services, managed services and training services to Fortune 1000 
companies for 13 years.  

Oct. 27 Your Finances In Transition 
Keeping Bills Paid, Health Care Options, Avoiding Foreclosure, Retirement Plan Options 
Glen Moore is a certified public accountant and certified financial planner who 
works on every aspect of personal finance, primarily investing and retirement 
planning. Mark Van den Branden is a health insurance specialist with Advanced 
Insurance. Greg Sterns is manager of financial education and counseling with 
Lighthouse Community Development.  

Nov. 3 Basics of Resume Writing & Marketing Material 
Tami Dowd is a professional transition consultant with extensive experience in 
career and life transition and performance coaching. Linda Beckmeyer applies 
her comprehensive communication and business experience to help individuals 
market their talents to prospective employers.  

For more info, please go to the Career Transitions link on the CUMC website. 
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L IBRARY  
 

The library committee would like to hear from YOU! 
Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the library? 
Would you be willing to write a short book review and let people know 
about good books available in our library?  It would be interesting to see 
what books people read and get their opinions! 

Contact Christine Wyatt , Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner, 
Sharon Dollens, Anne Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen 
 
Look for our new section on the church web site!!!!!! 
 
FEATURED BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH is by Anne Rasmussen 
òAt Home in Mitfordó by Jan Karon is found in the Christian 
Fiction section in the library.  Mitford is a charming small 
village in the east.  Father Tim is the life long bachelor rector 
of the Episcopal Church in Mitford.  This book gives an 
excellent insight into his busy life as he ministers to his 
parishioners.  The jovial and compassionate rectorõs life makes 
for entertaining and inspirational reading.  This author has written seven 
books in the beloved best selling Mitford series and theyõre all in our church 
library!  
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CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am   Worship   
10:00ñ11:00am   Parlor Class   
11:15amñ12:15pm   Worship   
5:30ñ6:10pm   FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm   611 Worship   
7:00ñ8:00pm   Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm   SNL   
7:00ñ9:00pm   Couples Bible Study  
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm   Knitting 
6:00ñ7:00pm   Tai Chi 
7:00ñ9:00pm   AA Meeting 
7:00ñ9:00pm   Womenõs Bible Study 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm   Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am   Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:30am   Covenant Group 
9:00ñ11:30am   Companions in Christ 
4:30ñ5:15pm   Angelus Bells 
5:15ñ6:00pm   Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm   Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm   Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ9:00pm   ò5 Practicesó Class - Pastor Rick 
7:30ñ9:00pm   Jubilate Bells 
 

THURSDAY  
10:00ñ11:30am  ò5 Practicesó Class - Pastor Reed  
5:30ñ7:30pm   Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm   Menõs Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Chancel Choir 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am   Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
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M ISSIONS 
 

Our biggest priority as a committee, is our continuing search for a chair.   
To fulfill the core value of transformational mission, we are going to be 
focusing on hands-on missions. 

 

CROP Walk  -  On October 11th at 2pm,the churches of the Clarkston Area 
will be joining together in a common cause.  We will gather together to pray 
for the hungry in our area and then join together on a 5k (three mile) walk to 
raise funds and awareness for hunger.  The money raised will go locally to 
Lighthouse North and internationally for relief efforts in Africa.  The route 
will take us through Downtown Clarkston and some of our surrounding 
neighborhoods.  If you would like to walk, volunteer or just sponsor someone 
who is walking call Pastor Reed at rswanson@clarkstonumc.org or  
248-625-1611 ext 224. 

 

PET Project  
On Thursday (Oct. 1), we will be carpooling to Ed Noll's workshop near 

Hadley to fabricate and assemble parts for the PET vehicles.  We will meet at 
the church at 8:15am, and be back by about 12:30pm.  You should wear 
clothing appropriate for the weather, that would not be ruined by a little 
paint.  Bring your favorite work gloves.  Please let me know by e-mail or 
phone if you can help with this activity.  

Thanks again, to everyone who contributed to the PET Project special 
fundraiser in August.  You contributed over $2,100 to help buy materials and 
shipping.  Your help came just in time since Ed Noll's PET fund was down to 
$2,500 and he needed to purchase $2,700 worth of wheels and shipping boxes 
to continue producing and shipping vehicles.   Praise the Lord for 
your support !!       

 God Bless....Dave Kauffman   
dkauffyman@yahoo.com, home: 248-673-1404, cell: 248-425-3132   
 
RIO BRAVO, MEXICO ñ Our next mission trip will be to Rio Bravo, 
Mexico, to build casitas (1-room homes), January 23 - 30, 2010.  If you are 
interested and would like more information, please contact Lou & Brenda 
DuPree at 248-625-5141 or bkdupree@comcast.net. 
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