
 

CLARKSTON  U NITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

 CHIMES  
Vision Statement: òVitally connecting people to people and people to Godó 

Date Mailed: 10/13/08 Next  News Deadline:  10/21/08                                                                  

Core Values:  

Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 

Inaugural Trunk or Treat 5K Trot (walk/run) is being held on Saturday, 
October 25th at 8am, starting and ending in the church parking lot.  This is a 
FAMILY EVENT to encourage healthy lifestylesñwalk or run together!  More 
importantly, it is a fundraiser for Righteous Mission and Helping Hearts, Helping 
Hands (Honduras).  Support CUMCõs youth as they plan 
their annual mission trip, and support Erica Cale in her 
work in Honduras. 
Race registration is now open and will continue through 
7:30am on race day.  You can register after church at the 
Crossroads, on www.ACTIVE.com , or stop in the 
churchõs main office during the week.  Registration is 
$20/person or $65/family of 4 or more.  A cool Trunk or 
Treat Trot T-shirt is guaranteed to the first 75 registrants.  
Medals will be given out to the top 3 finishers in each age 
category for women and men, and an overall male and female winner will receive an 
additional award.  All race participants will automatically be entered in a raffle for 
great prizes to be given out immediately following the race.   These prizes include 
gift baskets and various gift certificates to restaurants, a local spa, athletic clubs, and 
more. 
CUMCõs Education I is organizing this event and has been blessed by many sponsors 
as listed on the Childrenõs Page of this Chimes.  
Thanks for your support.  We hope you join us for a 
wonderful event and an even better cause! 

 
CUMCõs Annual Trunk or Treat Festivities will 
be held on Sunday, October 26th at 4:30pm in our 
church parking lot.  Kids may dress up and òtrunk or 
treatõ from car to car.  
Afterwards, stay and enjoy a free 
pizza dinner before going to 
Contemporary Worship service at 
6pm. 
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From Pastor Rick 
A few weeks ago, Laura and I were able to spend a wonderful week in Colorado.  It was 
her first time there and I looked forward to returning to the mountains I first saw when 
I was in middle school.  The beauty and awe inspiring 
wonder of mountains, valleys and streams remain with us 
still.  
One day on the way to fish up in the Cimmaron Mountains, 
my guide and I approached a majestic stone wall risiing 
above the horizon.  Visible for miles, this mighty rock stood 
up to the wind and forces of nature that beat upon it day 
after day.  Clearly, once there had been other rock 
formations along side it, that for whatever reason, could not 
withstand the constant pressure.  They had crumbled, and 
now looked up to this lone mighty rock.  It was amazing to 
see the size and sense the strength of this Castle Rock.   
As I studied this rock, I drew from it strength and tenacity.  Why did it last where 
others did not?  Why was the wind still trying to reshape it and wear it down?  The 
answers to those questions were not clear to me, but what was undeniable was that it 
was still there.  
I come back from vacation and with you see some of the foundations of our security 
starting to unravel.  There seem to be forces beating against us threatening to wear us 
down.  The economic uncertainty, job loss and change, political battles along with 
personal challenges may seem to be winning at beating us down.  There are those who 
are predicting dire times ahead and even perhaps those in churches who are thinking the 
ministries they share are going to struggle in the hard times to come. 
I share with you the passionate conviction that our congregation is about to face a 
glorious and dynamic time in ministry.  The Body of Christ that is trusting in God, 
grounded in Christ and powered by the Holy Spirit has always, in generations past, 
risen when the world has struggled. Faith in Christ, humble service and commitment to 
the things of God has been the foundation of hope and deliverance.   
The response to our forum for GM salaried employees offered this past week was a 
blessing.  The anticipation and talk about the forums for the unemployed and those 
facing job change is indication that we are hitting a nerve of need in the community.  
Our church will continue to seek to be quick to respond to real needs and hopes of the 
community. We will trust in God, proclaim Christ and ride by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Please keep strong in your commitment and support of the church.  Let us know 
what you are hearing and ways we can respond to help others.  Pray for the church and 
be committed to it for forces will want to keep beating upon us,   
I believe the days will come when like the mighty rock I saw in Colorado will become 
symbolic of our church.  Strong, standing up to destructive forces and witnessing to the 
glory of God for all the world to see. 
Pastor Rick 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
 

Sunday Traditional Worship Services 
9:00am & 11:15am 

The Connection (Informal Praise) Service 
 6:00pm 

 

From Pastor Reed 
 

Hi Folks, 
I am excited that we as a church have decided that transformational 

mission is one of our five core values.  I am also excited that we have stepped 
up in this area and have decided to set as one of our goals a trip to Liberia. 
 To get this dream to start to take shape the Missions Committee 
headed by Shelly Thorton, is hosting a Liberian Dinner.  It will be held in our 
Fellowship Hall, on Monday October 20, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.  Our speaker will 
be the Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue.  Dr. Boayue is the pastor of Second Grace 
UMC in Detroit, and is a native of Liberia. 
 Even if you arenõt interested in going to Liberia, I know you will be 
fascinated by the presentation that Dr Boayue will give.  I also know that you 
will catch the spirit of transformational mission.  Please check your calendar, 
and make your plans to be there, you will be glad you did. 
 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
 
PS If you havenõt been to the Connectionó on Sunday at 6 p.m.  You donõt 
know what you are missing!  Things have grown and changed and are full of 
excitement.  Hereõs a look ahead at what is coming up: 
 
Oct 12  òOnly you can keep you from heavenó  
  Matthew 16:13-20 
 
Oct 19  òWho made you the judge?ó   
  Matthew 7:1-5 
 
Oct 26  òChoose wiselyó     
  Matthew 23:1-4 
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Thank you to all of our Trunk or Treat 
Trot òGoldó Sponsors ($100 donation).  
These sponsors include Graphmark Services, 
Rugged Mobile PCs, Prudential Great Lakes 
Realty, the Huttenlocher Group, Wills 
Insurance Services, Inc., Dr. David Regiani, 
Lowries Landscape, Oakland Christian School, 
Exposure Marketing, Bill Ballew-PGA 
Professional, Harness, Dickey & Pierce, 
Waterfall Jewelers, Slick & Bubbaõs, Clarkston Dairy Queen, Total Insurance 
Agency Services, Inc., Salon U, Kroger, and Van Vactor.  Your generosity is 
priceless! 
 
Thank you to all of the Bible Buddies who purchased bibles for CUMCõs 
2nd graders.  Due to your overwhelming generosity, we were able to buy a 
handful of bibles for our Childrenõs Church too!  Thanks again. 
 
Childrenõs Ministry Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be held on 
Thursday, November 6th at 6:30pm at Red Knappõs in Clarkston.  Please join 
Education I and Pastor Rick as our guests of honor for a 
fun evening as we thank you for your dedication to our 
children. 
 
Food Drive for Gleaners Community Food Bank 
is being coordinated by Angels in Training.  Please bring 
in canned and/or non-perishable food items and drop 
then in the white missions basket located at the 

Crossroads or in the 
upstairs Childrenõs 
Sunday School hallway by October 26th.  Letõs 
help ònourish communities by feeding hungry 
people.ó 
 
Looking ahead to our Christmas 
Pageant!!! Our first informational and role 
assignment meeting will be held on Sunday, 
November 16th at 10am in the Childrenõs 
Church room.  Join us then. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  
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Y OUTH  
It's that time of year again to register for our annual  Spring Hill winter 
retreat.  This year's 9th-12th grade students will be going to Spring Hill the 
weekend of January 23-25, while 6th-8th grade students will be going the 
weekend of March 6-8.  We will need to sign up quickly, as a Spring Hill 
officials have alerted CUMC that these two weekends fill up the 
fastest.  Registration health forms are on the youth page of 
www.clarkstonumc.org, and $75 deposit is due to the church office by mid 
October.  Get your stuff in ASAP, invite friends, and be prepared for an 
awesome weekend. 
 
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being  
involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 school year 
please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out! 
 
Fundraiser for Righteous MissionñInaugural Trunk or Treat 5k 
Trot (walk/run) is being held on Saturday, October 25th at 8am, starting 
and ending in the church parking lot.   Proceeds will support the youth 
groupõs annual mission trip.  Registration is now open and will continue 
through 7:30 am on race day.  Stop in the office to pick up a registration 
form or visit our table in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 

                            Youth Group Meetings 
                                 Fuel:         5-7pm 
                               Club 89:      6-8pm 
                                   SNL:         6-8pm  
 
         Study Groups 
6th Grade:     9 & 11:15am, Sundays, 456 Lounge, ongoing 
7th & 8th Grade:     11:15am, Sundays, Youth Classroom 
10th - 12th Grade:   Monday night groups,  
      for info contact Greg Martin 

 

http://www.clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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MAKE YOUR LIST!   CHECK IT TWICE!!  
The upcoming Alternative Gift Fair will take 
place on December 6 and 7.  This yearõs 
vendors will include Ten Thousand Villages 
(www.tenthousandvillages.com), Equal 
Exchange (www.equalexchange.com), Heifer 
International, (www.heifer.org), Reach Out Childrenõs Fund, Grace Centers 
of Hope (www.gracecentersofhope.org), HAVEN (www.haven-oakland.org), 
ESTHERS Children, (www.estherschildren.org), UMCOR 
(www.umcor.org), Helping Hearts Helping Hands 
(www.helpingheartshelpinghands.org), and Precious 
Childrenõs Respite Home. 
 
We need cookie donors, people who will contribute 
3 dozen cookies, 3 times a year.  Please call the church 
office, (248) 625-1611, if youõre willing to help out. 
You will put into a rotation and sent cards with the date 
you need to bring your cookies in.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS   

A Thanksgiving Life 
October 26-November 16 2008 

Plan to join with us for the four weeks of celebration as we 
give God praise for a Thanksgiving Life.  Beginning October 
26, our congregation will focus the many reasons we have to 
live a Thanksliving Life.  Each  
Sunday will be a memorable time of sharing, inspiration, fun,  
remembrance and looking to the future with anticipation.  
God has surely been good to us and desires to shower us with 
greater blessings and ways to live joyfully in days to come.  
Come to the party and victorious 
life that is ours to share. 
Come and invite others to the 
celebration and thanksliving that is 
ours in Christ Jesus our Lord!!!!   

http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/
http://www.equalexchange.com/
http://www.heifer.org/
http://www.gracecentersofhope.org/
http://www.haven-oakland.org/
http://www.estherschildren.org/
http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.helpingheartshelpinghands.org/


 The Over 55 Group is meeting on Oct 17th in the Parlor.  The speaker that day 
will highlight the P.E.T. (Personal Energy Transportation) Program.  We also 
hope to have a short program on Independence Goes Green.  Please bring a dish to 
pass and also your table service.  Please contact Margaret Priebe  if you have 
questions @(248) 625-4270.   

 
An invitation from our CUMCõs 
previous Youth Director.  
 
Dear Clarkston UMC Church 
Family, 
 Greetings from Norcross Georgia! 
It's been a while since I've given you 
all (or as they say here, ya'll) an 
update on life and ministry here. God 
has been so faithful and gracious and 
ministry is going great, I feel very 
blessed. If you have not heard, I am 
getting married on October 11, 
2008, here at Norcross First United 
Methodist Church, where I serve as an Associate Pastor, working primarily with 
youth. My bride is Dawn, a wonderful and beautiful Christian woman I met here 
in Georgia. Thank you all for your prayers and support over the years, it means so 
much. Dawn and I invite you to a cake and punch open house reception to 
celebrate our marriage and God's goodness on Sunday, December 28 from 12noon
-2pm. at the Gospel Center at Davisburg UMC.  Drop in anytime between 12-2,  I 
would love to see you and let you meet Dawn.   
Love, John Leece 

  
YOU ARE INVITED!   
John Leece and Dawn Lester were married October 11, 2008 in Norcross, 
Georgia! 
Come celebrate our marriage and God's goodness at a cake and punch open house 
reception! 
WHEN: December 28,2008  12noon-2pm 
WHERE: Davisburg UMC Gospel Center 803 Broadway, Davisburg, MI 48350 
No gifts please, just come and celebrate with us! 
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