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November Issue  
 

There are times in the church when we get to worship.   
There are times in the church when we get to serve.   
And, there are times in the church when we just get to be a community.   
 

On November 1 at 611,  
we plan to have one of those  

community times  
and we want all of you to know 

youõre invited   
to come have some fun! 

 
 

Earlier in the afternoon, the youth will be putting on a 
community-wide youth event, starting at 5pm with a òbattle of the youth 
bandsó coinciding with some games being played outside (weather 
permitting).  Those activities lead into 611, where youõre invited to join us 
for a couple exciting opportunities.  To start the service, we will have the 
winning band from the òbattleó do their winning song.  Following the band, 
the lionõs share of 611 will be led by national comedy improve duo,  
òIsaac Improvó.  They will be leading us a chorus  
of laughter that youõre not going to want to miss. 
(Think òWhoõs line is it anyway?ó) 
 
So we hope that you can make it out to this  
awesome evening Sunday night, November 1,  
at 611.  You wonõt be disappointed if you do. 

I NSIDE THIS I SSUE:  

CHILDREN 4 

 YOUTH 5 

ADULTS 6 

MISSIONS 12 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 15 

PRAYER REQUESTS 17 



 

 Page 2  

From Pastor Rick 
 

òI baptize you in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord defend you and keep you so you may grow to be a faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ our Lord.ó 
 

The power in those words is found in the water poured on the baptized. 
It is manifested in the actions and witness of the baptized community.  The 
waters of baptism bless us as we find in it cleansing power to wash away 
our sin, quench our thirsting souls and become the ocean upon which we 
sail into the midst of a dry world and proclaim Christ. 

I am thinking a lot about baptism. I am in conversation with others 
about how they understand it and practice it in their churches.  One pastor 
tells me they have a basin of water in the entrance of the church where 
people can walk in and touch the water.  Then they touch their foreheads 
as a visible way, as in the words of Martin Luther, they can remember their 
baptism.  One pastor told me about a lesson he learned from a professor in 
seminary.  Simply stated, the size of the baptismal font in a church tells you 
how much the congregation sees baptism as a focal point of faith.  His 
lesson is the larger and more non-movable the font, the more the 
congregation says baptism is crucial to the faith.  If the congregation has a 
moveable font with a small bowl, it is saying Baptism is not very important.  
Hmmm... 

Baptism is important.  It is sign and power of a spiritual birth.  It is the 
pouring upon an infant the grace of Christ to bless their life and empower 
them to grow as a disciple of the Lord.  It is refreshing, cleansing, and 
confirming water on the souls of adults who receive it.  It is powerful 
enough that once received, it need not be received again.  Even if we 
wander away from what it means, its power will always reside in us; calling 
us back to faithfulness in Christ. 

Baptism is an act of Thanksgiving and covenant with Christ and the rest 
of the Baptized community we call the church.  This month, I will pour 
those waters upon our grandchild, Leah.  I will share with you the vows the 
church makes with her and her parents.  When that happens, waters will 
flow, grace will be abundant and we will remember our baptisms and give 
thanks.  It will be a good day, just like any day when the Baptized come 
together and remember who and whose they are! 
 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

Fall is my favorite season by far.  The mild temperatures, the beautiful 
colors, college football, cross country running, and most importantly 
harvest.  Each Saturday when I go to the Clarkston Farmers Market, I am 
anxious to see what the Farmer Bobõs harvest had provided for this 
weekõs menu.  Each week has been something different, but all were a 
blessing (even purple cauliflower).  But I have been thinking about this 
Biblically, as well.  The Bible tell us what we sow we will reap; but 
Proverbs (11:18) assures us, òbut he who sows righteousness reaps a sure 
reward.ó  What weõve harvested this year has been rough in many cases, 
by and large by no fault of our own.  But what I see as I look at this year, 
is the remarkable blessings we have harvested because of the months and 
years of sowing that this congregation has faithfully done. 

 
Due to good stewardship and planning our financial picture is far 

more hopeful than many other churches.  Despite hard times we have 
worked side by side, and are closer now as a congregation as we have 
ever been.  The òGame of Lifeó Sunday and Missionõs Sunday showed us 
how much quality ministry is still going on.  Lives are being transformed, 
hearts are being touched for Christ, and the Great Commission is being 
fulfilled.  This hasnõt happened by accident.  It is the result of faithful 
sowing by this entire congregation.  As someone who looks forward to 
harvest I just wanted to say, òwell done.ó 

 
May Godõs Will, Grace and Joy be with you, 
 
Pastor Reed 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 

9:00am &  11:15am 
 

Sunday Evening 611 Worship Service 

6:11pm 
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CHILDREN  

Thanks to All who Provided a òTrunkó (and Candy) for  
CUMCõs Trunk or Treat!  The kids greatly appreciated it. 

Thank you to all of the generous Bible Buddies!    
Due to your extravagant generosity, we were able to purchase bibles for our 
thirty 2nd graders, as well as 20 bibles for Childrenõs Church, and 15 bibles 
for each Sunday school classroom.  Thank you for making a difference in the 
lives of our children. 

The First Informational Meeting for this Yearõs Childrenõs 
Christmas Pageant is Sunday, November 15th at 10am in Room 207 
(Childrenõs Church).  If your children would like to participate in this yearõs 
Christmas Eve Pageant on December 24th at 4:30pm, please attend this 
meeting to sign them up, select a role and see how you can help. The 
speaking roles will be assigned this day to our 5th graders who must be 
present and try out.  Email Annette Siminski with any questions or 
concerns at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org. 

Family Mission Night is Friday, November 13th at 7pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  All families are invited to join together and help make 
fleece blankets for various shelters.  We will provide the fleece material, but 
please bring sharp scissors or shears if you have them to help cut material.  
Dessert bar and beverages will be provided. RSVP by Nov. 10th to Martha 
Manting at mmanting@gpworldwide.com. 

There will be a One Room Sunday School on Sunday, November 
29th in Room 207.  Please drop your children off in Childrenõs church 
where they will remain together doing a fun activity for the entire Sunday 
school hour. 

Mark Your Calendars for Family Advent Night on Wednesday, 
December 9th at 6pm.   Join us at CUMC in fellowship with one another 
as we enter the advent season---and invite your neighbors, too.  Start off the 
evening with dinner in Fellowship Hall at 6pm.  Following dinner, kids will 
go upstairs for some advent activities and crafts while adults will enjoy an 
advent program together.  We will all end the night in Fellowship Hall for 
cookies and Christmas Carols.  

Nursery & toddler room help is needed at both the 9:00 and 
11:15am worship services, and the 10am adult Sunday school 
hour.  If you are interested in spending some quality time with our little 
ones, please contact Karen Girard @248-922-9499. 
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Y OUTH  

Attention all Youth:   Spring Hill deposits are due!  Our 9th-12th grade 
students will be attending Spring Hill on Jan. 29-31, while our 6th-8th 
grade students are attending Spring Hill on March 5-7.  If you are a 9th-12th 
student, your $75 deposit is due IMMEDIATELY!  If you are a 6th-8th 
student, your $75 deposit is due no later than November 16.  Please work 
hard to get your deposits in so that we can save our spots with the camp.  It 
should be an awesome retreat weekend! 

Huge party coming to Clarkston UMC on November 1st!   
The Clarkston UMC youth department is putting on a community-wide 
Battle of the Bands, starting at 5PM.  Weather permitting, there will be 

outdoor games like 9 square, volleyball, inflatables, plus 
a little food.  But the fun doesn't stop there.  The winner 
of the battle of the bands competition will get to play at 
the beginning of the 611 service that night.  Following 
the winning bandõs performance, 611 will welcome 
national comedy improv duo, "Isaac Improv", who will 
lead us in a night of laughs.   

Because of this event, there will not be any regularly scheduled youth 
programs on this night.  All 6th-12th grade students are invited and 
encouraged to invite friends to this night of excitement.   

Confirmation Students:  Our next event will be the Davisburg Retreat 
on Nov. 13-14.  Please be sure to arrive at the church at 7PM on that 
Friday, and we will return to the church Saturday at 12 noon.  Bring 
sleeping bags, pillows, your bibles and notebooks, be ready for an awesome 
weekend. 

Can it possibly be Righteous Mission time again?  Our official 
Righteous Mission announcement night will Sunday night, November 22, at 
7PM, following the 611 service, but will be located in the sanctuary.  All 
9th grade-12th grade students are STRONGLY encouraged to attend, along 
with their families.  This will be a night of dreaming, a night of reflection, 
and a night of possibility.  You do not want to miss this! 
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 A DULTS  
Adult Education Next Steps 

Basic Bible  
4 weeks begins 7pm on Thursday, Oct. 29 ð Nov 19 with Pastor Rick 

Gospel of Mark 
5 weeks begins 7pm on Wednesday, Oct. 21 ð Nov. 18 with Pastor Reed 

Journey thru the Bible 
Thematic Bible study begins 10am Sunday, Oct 25 in the Parlor with Rev. 
Christine 

Boundaries ñ When to Say Yes, How to Say No to Take Control of 
Your Life 
Begins 9:30am on Thursday, Oct. 22 with Rev Christine and Mary Bauer 

Menõs Thursday Night  
6:30pm in the Library with Jeff Smolek 

Sunday Couples  
7:00pm alternate Sundays ð Please contact Debi Damico at 248-625-6645 
for details. 

Spiritual Writing Class 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month, 7-9pm in the Board Conference 
Room.  Please contact Sharon Sherrow at 248-620-6052 for details. 

Please sign-up with Rev. Christine Wyatt at cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org  
or sign-up online at www.clarkstonumc.org. 

Small Groups (Fellowship) Resuming: 

Village Players Theater Group 
Please contact Becky Ermer (248-687-8788)  

Euchre Group 
We will play Saturday, January 23 at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  Please 
call Mary Kanous (248-625-7123) to register.  We need groups of 4 so all 
can play!  Bring an appetizer to share and a beverage. 

Book Club 
Contact Laura Palmer palmer61@comcast.net or Kristi Yonkers if you 
are interested.  This club meets the 4th Monday of the month. 

Over 50 Fellowship 
Contact Brenda DuPree at bkdupree@comcast.net.  This group meets on 
the 3rd Friday of the month in the Parlor. 

The Monday Knitters continue meeting on Mondays in the parlor from 
1-2:30pm and are knitting prayer shawls and childrenõs sweaters ð all 
levels of knitters are welcome! 
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  
 

 

Morning Worship Music Schedule 

November 1 9:00am & 11:15am Chancel Choir and Jubilate Bells 

November 8 9:00am Youth Choir and Celebration Ringers
 11:15am Cherub Choir, Wesley Choir, Angelus Bells  
  and Chancel Choir 

November 15 9:00am Chancel Choir, Sacred Dance and Menõs Choir
 11:15am Menõs Choir 

November 22 9:00am & 11:15am Chancel Choir and Jubilate Bells 

November 29 9:00am & 11:15am Special Music 

 
 
The Chancel Choir will be presenting Mark Hayesõ òMagnificató 
during both morning worship services on December 13.  We are rehearsing 
this piece every Thursday from 8:15 to 9pm, now through December 10 
(excluding Thanksgiving).  Itõs not too late to join!  If you canõt sing with the 
Chancel Choir regularly but would like to sing the cantata, please join us.   
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Thomas.  Please lift your 
voice with other choir members as we worship God and celebrate Christõs 
birth. 
 

 
 
Sound in Worship 
Help support these programs by volunteering to operate 
the sound board during services.  If interested, please 
contact Rob Gilkerson in the church office. 
 

 
 
Christmas Poinsettias are coming soon!  

Look for more information and order forms in the upcoming  
Sunday bulletins.  You will have the opportunity to make  a  
purchase or a donation to missions. 



 

 

 

   

 
 

CUMC C HURCH  CONFERENCE  
 

 

You are invited to the annual  
CUMC Church Conference  

Sunday, November 8 at 7:15pm 
in the Sanctuary.   

 

The theme for the conference is 
 òWe Are The People Of The United Methodist Church.ó   

 

Please come to celebrate the past with highlights from the previous year and 
embrace the future.  Meet our new District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Eugene 
A. Blair.  Church Conference is the connecting link between the local church 
and the general Church and shall have general oversight of the church.  A 
Church Conference extends the vote to all local church members who are 
present at the meeting.  All members are invited, including youth, and 
encouraged to participate. 

A Church Conference is held annually.  The district superintendent presides 
or may designate an elder to preside.  At the annual meeting, the Charge 
Conference reviews and evaluates the total missions and ministry of the 
church, receives reports, modifies organizational plans if necessary, and adopts 
objectives and goals recommended by the Ad Council.  

Additionally, Charge Conferences recommend and review candidates for 
ordained ministry, lay speakers, and Church related vocations.  Charge 
Conferences set and approve compensation for pastors and any bishop-
appointed staff working at our church.  We also elect lay leaders (i.e., 
chairpersons of work areas, Ad Council officers, and lay members to annual 
conference) at Charge Conferences.  

 

T AKE -A -SACK , B RING - I T -B ACK   
Itõs time again for CUMC holiday food collection for Lighthouse Emergency 

Services.  For those of you who are not familiar with this program, our church 
has committed to distribute 300 labeled sacks to our church membership and 
we ask that you return them filled with the labeled item.  For example, the 
sack may be labeled òcake mixes & frostingó.  You buy as many cake mixes and 
frostings as you wish to fill the sack and return it to the church by Nov. 22nd. 
The sacks will be distributed starting Nov. 8th and can be picked up from the 
Mission table.  Monetary donations are also needed to purchase turkeys.  
Please make checks payable to CUMC and in the memo section write 
òLighthouse Thanksgivingó.  Lighthouse is always in need of peanut butter, 
jelly, tuna, spaghetti sauce, noodles and toilet paper. 

Please share a small portion of your blessings and help those in need stretch 
their budget this holiday season.   
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A LTERNATIVE  CHRISTMAS  G IFT  FAIR  
 

Saturday, Dec. 5th (10am ð 2pm)* 
Sunday, Dec. 6th (10am ð 1 pm) 

*(Open to the public) 
 

Come browse through the unique and  
beautiful handcrafted items or donate toward a special group.   

Let the Alternative Christmas Gift Fair be part of  
your season of giving. 

 
This year promises to feature favorites of past fairs  

with the addition of more nonprofits.   
Ten Thousand Villages 

Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate 
HAVEN  ǒ UMCOR  ǒESTHERS Children 

Grace Centers of Hope   
Precious Childrenõs Respite Home 

Helping Hearts Helping Hands 
Remnant Project Ministries  ǒ Promise Village ǒ  PET Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join us at 
CLARKSTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

6600 WALDON ROAD, CLARKSTON 
248-625-1611  www.clarkstonumc.org/missions 

 
We are looking for individuals to help at the   

Ten Thousand Village tables for both dates listed above,  
please contact Brenda Dupree at dkdupree@comcast.net 

 



 

 

NOVEMBER 2009 
 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
All Saints 

Day 
 

 
Battle of the 
Bands 5pm   

2 
Leadership Team 

Meeting  
7-9pm 

3 
Spiritual Writing  

7-9pm 

4 
Susanna Wesley 
9:30am -12pm 

 

Orchestra 
Practice  
7-9pm 

5 
Althea Rose 

7-9pm 
 

Menõs Choir 
Rehearsal   
9-9:45pm 

6 7 
Distribution of 

Sleeping Bags for 
the Homeless 

10am 
 

 

8 
Church 

Conference 
7:15pm 

 

First Steps Class  
12:30-2:30pm  

 

 

9 
Stephen Ministry 

7-9pm 
 

Trustees Mtg  
7-9:30pm 

10 
UMM Mtg  

7-8pm 
 

SPRC Mtg 
7-9pm 

11 
Memorials Mtg  

9-10:30am 
 

Heart of Hannah  
9:30-11:30am 

 

Whobody Mtg 
7-9pm 

12 

Boy Scout 
Roundtable 

6-9pm 
 

Menõs Choir 
Rehearsal   
9-9:45pm 

13 
Confirmation 

Retreat 
 

Family Mission 
Night 

7-9pm 

14 
Confirmation 

Retreat 
 
 

Antique Road 
Show  

5-10pm 
 

Parentõs Night 
Out 

5:30-8:30pm  

15 
Coupleõs Bible 

Study   
7-9pm 

16 
Ed I Committee 

7:30-9pm 

17 
Spiritual Writing  

7-9pm 

18 
Orchestra 

Practice  
7-9pm 

19 
UMW Board Mtg 

8:30-11:00am 
 
 

20 
50 & Over 

Group 
12-2pm 

21 
 

22 
Take-A-Sack 
Bring-It-Back 

Due Date 
 

Coupleõs Bible 
Study  

7-9pm 

23 
Stephen Ministry 

7-9pm 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

View the most recent version  
of the CUMC calendar at our website: 

www.clarkstonumc.org 

 

CUMC W EEKLY  SCHEDULE  
 

 

SUNDAY  
9:00ñ10:00 am Worship Service 
10:00ñ11:00am Parlor Class   
11:15amñ12:15pm Worship Service 
11:00amñ12:30pm 7th & 8th Grade Class 
5:30ñ6:10pm    FUEL   
6:11ñ7:00pm    Worship Service 
7:00ñ8:00pm    Club 89   
7:00ñ8:00pm    SNL   
 

MONDAY  
1:00ñ2:30pm  Knitting from the Heart 
7:00ñ9:00pm  AA Meeting 
 

TUESDAY  
7:00ñ9:00pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00ñ8:30am  Optimist Club 
9:00ñ11:00am Line Dancing 
9:00ñ11:30am  Covenant Group 
4:30ñ5:15pm  Angelus Bells 
5:00ñ7:00pm Pizza & Proverbs 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Cherub Choir 
5:15ñ6:00pm  Wesley Choir 
6:00ñ6:45pm  Youth Choir 
6:45ñ7:30pm  Celebration Ringers  
7:00ñ8:30pm Gospel of Mark 
7:30ñ9:00pm  Jubilate Bells 
 

THURSDAY  
9:30ñ11:00am Boundaries Class 
5:30ñ7:30pm  Sacred Dance  
6:30ñ7:30pm  Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm Intro to Basic Bible Study 
7:30ñ9:00pm Chancel Choir 
 

FRIDAY  
7:00ñ8:00am Menõs Bible Study 
7:00ñ9:00pm AA Meeting 
 

 




