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  Worship ServicesWorship Services   
2nd Sunday of Advent ~ Sunday, December 6 

9:00am  Worship with Communion; Childrenõs Musical Groups 
11:15am  Worship with Communion; Youth Musical Groups 
6:11pm The Men of Grace, representing Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac 

3rd Sunday of Advent ~ Sunday, December 13 
9:00am & 11:15am Worship with Mark Hayesõ òMagnificató presented by the Adult 

Choir with Chamber Orchestra, featuring special instrumental music 
6:11pm  Rev. Richard Dake delivers a message of Christmas 

4th Sunday of Advent ~ Sunday, December 20 
9:00am & 11:15am Worship with Adult Choir & Jubilate Bells 
6:11pm   Youth Praise Band ð Celebrating Jesusõ hope to mankind 

Christmas Eve ~ Thursday, December 24 
4:30pm Candle Lighting, Pageant & Childrenõs Choir 
7:00pm Candle Lighting with Youth Choir, Hand Bells & Carols 
9:00pm Candle Lighting with Adult Choir & Carols 
11:00pm Candle Lighting with Communion, Special Music & Carols 

1st Sunday after Christmas ~ Sunday, December 27  
9:00am & 11:15am Worship with Carol Sing; No Sunday School 
6:11pm  Begin focus on Homeless Ministry 

 

 Special EventsSpecial Events  
Alternative Christmas Gift Fair ~ Saturday, December 5 

Shop for meaningful Christmas gifts by purchasing fair trade handicrafts & donating 
in a loved ones name to a mission to help others. The fair will be open 10am - 2pm.   

Service of Hope & Light ~ Monday, December 7 
7:00pm Inspirational worship service recognizing 
Godõs presence in the midst of grief & preparing for 
Christ to shine light into the hurting parts of our lives. 

Community Advent Night ~ Wednesday, Dec. 9 
A wonderful Christmas event for everyone!   
6:00pm Dinner provided;   
6:30pm Advent activities & crafts 
7:30pm Celebration with The Festival Singers 

Clarkston Light Parade ~ Saturday, December 12 
If youõd like to join us in representing CUMC in the 
parade, please arrive at the Church by 4:15pm.   
Official parade start time is 6:00pm. 

Core Values:  

Committed to Christ     Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality      Transformational Mission 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

The Places Christmas finds Us 
 

Christmas is coming.  Over the years, we have experienced Christmas from 
different places.  Those places include different communities and different places 
in life.  As one raised in Michigan, Christmas felt different in the warmth of North 
Carolina.  Christmas felt different in India.  It felt in my childhood than it did 
when we had young children. How we experience Christmas is affected by the 
changes in our life. 

The good news is wherever we are, Christmas still comes.  The amazing 
ability of Christmas to find a way to enter our lives wherever we are is a miracle.  
The fact we can experience Christmas no matter the circumstances of our life 
remains a blessing year after year. 

This Advent I will be preaching a series on The Places Christmas finds Us.  The 
Gospels will guide us to Christmas as it is experienced in the Wilderness, 
Jerusalem, and Bethlehem.  On Christmas Eve, we will celebrate Christmas in 
Clarkston.  In addition, we will be blessed by the music of the Cantata 
òMagnificató the Chancel Choir will present on December 13th. 

I hope you will be able to join with us each of the Sundays of Advent.  Of 
course, your presence makes us stronger.  I also believe walking together in 
worship this season will help you be prepared to receive Christmas wherever you 
are when it arrives. 

 
See you in worship, 
Pastor Rick 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

 
As I get into the Thanksgiving mindset and what my dreams are for the 

New Year, my cup really does run over. I really have a full and rewarding life.  I 
have a great loving family, that has adjusted and thrived through all life has sent 
our way. This past Veteranõs Day I was reminded how fortunate I am to have 
served our country at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  I not only got to go to 
college, but was blessed to go on to get a Masters Degree at Duke.  I have 
remained healthy in my life and been able to be an active triathlete and runner.  
God has given me enough musical talent to sing, play the trumpet, harmonica, 
and dabble at the guitar and piano. But most of all I have been privileged to be 
called to serve the church of Jesus Christ. 

As we celebrate Christmas and the gift of Immanuel (God with us) I pray 
that you could feel the presence of Christ in your life as vividly as I have.  That 
is why in the midst of all the things I do, and all the ways I have been blessed; 
my real passion in this life is teaching.  The act that makes me feel closest to 
God is when I am teaching people about the kingdom of God.  I thank you for 
the opportunities you have given me so far, and am very exited about the classes 
for the new year. 

I will be teaching a class on the book of Revelation.  This is based on a 
video series by Dr. Mickey Efird from Duke.  I also will be teaching a day time 
Bible class on the book of Romans.  Last, but actually the most exciting to me is 
that I will be teaching a class on Faith Sharing.  This is a nine week class based 
on a video series by Dr Eddie Fox and Dr George Morris of the World 
Methodist Council on Evangelism.  It is not a class about how they would òdo 
evangelism,ó but a simple opportunity to learn how to tell your story.  
Evangelism has many negative connotations, most of them are the result of faith 
sharing done poorly. 

1 Peter 3:15b says, òAlways be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that YOU have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect.ó  It not about someone elseõs ideas or faith, itõs about 
yours.  Nobody can tell your story like you. Faith Sharing is just telling people 
about why Christmas is so important for you and why it impacts your life even 
after the decorations are taken down and are put away.  Think of how God has 
touched your life, and be ready to tell people your story. Immanuel, may God 
be with you in amazing and unexpected ways! 

 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 
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CHILDREN  

Mark Your Calendars for CUMCõs Community Advent Night on 
Wednesday, December 9th at 6pm.   Join us for a night of fellowship at CUMC 
as we enter the advent season---and invite your neighbors too.  Begin the evening 
with dinner in Fellowship Hall at 6pm as you are serenaded by a wonderful quartet.  
Following dinner, kids will participate in advent activities and crafts while adults 
will enjoy an advent program together.  End the evening back together in 
Fellowship Hall for cookies, carols, and performances by the Festival Singers and 
CUMCõs choirs.  RSVP to Annette at asiminski@clarkstonumc.org. 
 
Join us on our Christmas Float for the Clarkston Lights Parade on 
Saturday, December12th at 6pm.  If you and your children 
are interested in riding on or walking alongside our float, please 
arrive in Fellowship Hall at 4:15pm on December 12th and pick 
out a costume for your children to wear.  We will walk together 
to the neighboring Community Ed. Building at 4:25pm for the judging of our float 
at 4:30pm.  We will return to Fellowship Hall for pizza and a movie until the 
parade begins at 6pm. 
 
Christmas Pageant rehearsals for our Christmas Eve Service at 4:30pm 
are under way.  The first rehearsal is Dec. 6th at 10am in Room 207 for 
SPEAKERS only.  ALL participants are asked to attend rehearsals on Sunday, Dec. 
13th and 20th at 10am in Room 207.  The final dress rehearsal for ALL participants is 
Tuesday, December 22nd at 4:30pm in the sanctuaryñpizza dinner provided. 
 
Thank you to all Families who attended our Family Mission Night in 
November.  We made 28 fleece blankets and 2 fleece scarves for Grace Centers 
of Hope. 
 
Nursery & toddler room help is needed at our Christmas Eve services 
on December 24th at 4:30 & 7pm.  Please contact Karen Girard at 
jkgirard@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Kids will attend Worship Service on December 27th.  Please bring your 
children with you to worship service on December 27th at both 9 and 11:15am.  
There will be no Sunday school that day.  Quiet bags will be available. 
 
Update to the Trunk or Treat Trot 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run:  We had 
nearly 300 participants and raised approximately $6000 for the Schmidt family.  
We are grateful to all of our volunteers and participants.  Thank you for making 
this event extraordinary! 
 

 
 

mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:jkgirard@sbcglobal.net
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Y OUTH  

Spring Hill Information  
9th-12th graders - We currently have 38 students who have reserved spots for 

the Spring Hill weekend on January 29-31, and we are holding a few more spots for 
those who still need to get money in.  If this is you, please do so IMMEDIATELY. 
Forms for the weekend can be found on the youth page of our church website, or at 
www.springhillcamps.com.  These forms are due, along with the balance of the 
payment, on Sunday, January 24.   

6th-8th graders - There are many of you who have expressed interest in Spring 
Hill but have not turned in the $75 deposit.  With the deadline past, please call Greg 
in the church office, or email him at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org if you have any 
questions about the March 5-7 weekend.  For your weekend, the forms can be 
found on the youth page of our church website or at www.springhillcamps.com, and 
the forms and balance of the payment is due on Sunday, February 28. 
 
Grace Center of Hope Service Project 
The 611 community would like to invite all youth/families of youth to join us on 
Saturday, December 12, from 10:00am to 5:00pm to a pretty cool experience.   
We asked GCOH how we could help them this winter, and they told us that they 
get inundated with tons of donations, and don't have places to put them. Therefore, 
they've asked us to build them shelving units in multiple rooms and hallways, so we 
are taking that Saturday to do just that.  Call Greg in the church office with any 
questions. 
 
Youth Christmas Party 
On Sunday, December 20, all youth groups will be meeting 
at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall for our annual all-youth 
Christmas Party.  We will be doing a gift exchange, so please 
bring a $2-or-less gift for the party.  If you've never been 
before, trust me when I say it's a pretty awesome event. 
 
Confirmation Class 
Confirmation Students:  Remember that our next class is Sunday, December 13, at 
3:00pm in the Parlor. 
 
Sunday School 
There will be no 7th-8th grade Sunday School on Dec. 20, Dec. 27 or Jan. 3.   
We will start back on January 10. 
 

Check out the Righteous Mission page of the Chimes  
(page 13) for all RM information. 

 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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 A DULTS  
 

January ð We will be starting 2010 with an exciting study: 
The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith 
written by Rev. Timothy Keller. Pastor Rick will begin a 
sermon series January 10 using this book. This book discusses 
the Prodigal Son parable found in Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. Many 
have said this parable is the gospel in miniature. Kellerõs book is 
appropriate for both seekers and long time Christians because he 
lays out the questions we are afraid to ask when reading this parable. Some of the 
topics are: Why people like Jesus but donõt like the church; the two lost sons; a re- 
definition of sin and of lostness; what and who we really need; and how salvation is 
manifested in the feast of the Father.  

 

This study will profoundly affect participantsõ world view ð the Small Group 
Team is in the process of putting together study groups and soliciting facilitators 
(there is a discussion guide). Adult Education will be purchasing 150 
hardcover books in December at a discounted price of $10 per book and 
is offering  church members the book for just $5.  Please do not let 
money be the reason you choose not to participate.   IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN A COPY OF THIS BOOK, PLEASE email Christine at 
cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org with Prodigal God in the header and your name and 
number of books you want. I would like to be able to meet the demand for books 
before the price goes up! Feel free to create your own small group with your friends 
ð and let Christine know! 

 

Adult Education Next Steps 

Journey thru the Bible 
Thematic Bible study at 10:00am on Sunday in the Parlor with Rev. Christine. 

Menõs Thursday Night 
6:30pm in the Library with Jeff Smolek. 

Sunday Couples 
Couples meet at 7:00pm on alternate Sundays.  Currently reading When the Game 
Is Over It All Goes Back in the Box.  Please contact Debi Damico at 248-625-6645 
for details. 

Spiritual Writing Class 
Class meets on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month, 7-9pm in the Board 
Conference Room.  Drop-in as needed.  Please contact Sharon Sherrow at  
248-620-6052 for details. 

Please sign-up with Rev. Christine Wyatt at cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org  
or sign-up online at www.clarkstonumc.org. 

 

mailto:cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:cwyatt@clarkstonumc.org
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M USIC  AND  A RTS M INISTRY  
 

 

December 6 9:00am ñ Cherub Choir, Wesley Choir, 
Angelus Bells, and Chancel Choir 

 11:15am ñ Youth Choir, Celebration Ringers 
 

December 13 9:00am and 11:15am ñ òMagnificató by Mark Hayes presented by 
The Chancel Choir with chamber orchestra; also 
featuring special instrumental music 

 

December 20 9am and 11:15am ñ Chancel Choir and Jubilate Bells 
 

December 24 4:30pm ñ Cherub Choir, Wesley Choir, Angelus Bells 
 7:00pm ñ Youth Choir, Hand Bells 
 9:00pm ñ Chancel Choir 
 11:00pm ñ Mallory Deacon, soloist 
 

December 27 9:00am and 11:15am ñ Special Music 
 
 

FAMILY  A DVENT  N IGHT   
Wednesday, December 9 

For the Whole Church Family!  Please come and invite friends and neighbors for 
this evening of fellowship and celebration! 

Dinner will begin at 6pm; Childrenõs Activities and Adult Celebration 
will follow dinner; 7:30pm The Festival Singers will present music of 
the season in Fellowship Hall joined by The Chancel Choir for a 
combined musical piece ð Cookies will be served. 

We hope you will plan on attending! 
 
 
 

SMALL  GROUPS  (FELLOWSHIP )  
 

VILLAGE PLAYERS THEATER GROUPñPlease contact Becky Ermer (248-687-
8788)  
Euchre GroupñWe will play Saturday, January 23 at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  
Please call Mary Kanous (248-625-7123) to register.  We need groups of 4 so all can 
play!  Bring an appetizer to share and a beverage. 

Book ClubñContact Laura Palmer palmer61@comcast.net or Kristi Yonkers if you 
are interested.  This club meets the 4th Monday of the month. 

Over 50 FellowshipñContact Brenda DuPree at bkdupree@comcast.net.  This 
group meets on the 3rd Friday of the month in the Parlor. 

The Monday Knitters continue meeting on Mondays in the parlor from 1-2:30pm 
and are knitting prayer shawls and childrenõs sweaters ð all levels of knitters are 
welcome! 

 
 

mailto:palmer61@comcast.net
mailto:bkdupree@comcast.net
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UMM  
CUMC Menõs Weekly Bible Study 
Thursday Evening ñ 6:30-7:30pm in the  Library  
Friday Morning ñ 7:00-8:00am in the Parlor 
 

CUMC MEN'S BOCCI BALL DINNER/TOURNEY  
Friday, December 4 at 6:30pm 
Palazzo di Bocce, 4291 S. Lapeer Road, Lake Orion, MI 48359 (248)371-9987 
24 CUMC men confirmed - PTL!  
Dinner from 6:30 - 8:00pm;  Bocci Ball Tourney from 8:00-9:30pm  
(Crown new champs or last yearõs champs prevail  - ah ha!) 
 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 2009 This year we will be ringing at all 
3 Krogers in Clarkston on Sat Dec 5, 12, 19 from 9-5pm - so we need your help please 
for 1 hour shift. All CUMC are welcome to ring the bells!!!  To sign up please contact 
Jay Bleim 248 625-0875 - h or 248 875-4112 cell or bleimer22@att.net - Thanks for 
Caring! - Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

The next Men's Meeting Jan 12, 2010 at 7pm at church 
The next Men's Breakfast Jan 17, 2010 at 7:30am fellowship hall (guest 
speaker Erica Cale) 
 

CUMC Men's Retreat Sept 10-12, 2010 - "Step Up and Step Out in Faith" - 
Rev Rick Dake -  reservations have been made for 20 men and there only 11 spots 
open (maybe we can get 24 men to go?), To register & reserve your spot please con-
tact Tim Sherrow 248 620-6052 or tpssmg@aol.com $20 deposit due now, $100.75 
due Aug 1, 2010. 
 

UMW  
Althea Rose Circle will be having their Christmas party at Bravo 
Restaurant and doing a gift exchange on Wednesday, December 2 at 
7:00pm.  Questions or to RSVP call Cindy Oltman at 248-922-1808. 

Heart of Hannah Circle will have their Christmas brunch on 
Wednesday, December 9 at 9:30am in the Youth Lounge.  Please bring 
 a dish to pass and a small wrapped gift or ornament for a fun game. 

Susanna Wesley Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 2 at 9:30am to assem-
ble Christmas bags for the girls in G Cottage at Children's Village. 

Whobody Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 9 at 7:00pm to discuss adopt-
ing a family for Christmas.  Please bring your ideas on how to help support a family. 

As always, these UMW meetings are open to all women of the church.   
Come Check Us Out! 

 
Start your Christmas Season with the United Methodistõs Womenõs  
CHRISTMAS TEA on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00pm. Come and enjoy an evening 

of fun and laughter with our special guest speaker.  Tickets are available 
after each service in Fellowship Hall for $5.00.  Tickets must be purchased 
in advance.  Tickets are not available at the door.   
Seating is limited, so buy your tickets early! 

CLARKSTON  

mailto:bleimer22@att.net
mailto:tpssmg@aol.com

