
 

CLARKSTON  U NITED  M ETHODIST  CHURCH  

 CHIMES  
Vision Statement: òVitally connecting people to people and people to Godó 
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Core Values:  

Committed to Christ    Worship That Makes a Difference     Making Disciples       

 Biblical Hospitality         Transformational Mission 
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Advent and Christmas Services 

December 14, 2008 9 and 11:15 a.m. services
 Christmas Cantata 

Join us in worship as the Music Ministry of the 
church leads us in the wonderful Christmas 
Cantata,ó Come Ye Faithfuló. 

Tuesday  December 16, 2008   7:00 p.m. Service of 
 Hope and Light 

Sponsored by our Stephen Ministry, this 
inspirational service will acknowledge Godõs 
presence in the midst of grief and struggles and prepare for the arrival of 
Christ to shine light into the hurting parts of our lives. 

December 21, 2008  9 and 11:15 a.m. Services Song of Mary 
Mary, the mother of Jesus had quite a lot to deal with after she was told she 
would become the mother of God.  So how was she able to sing a song of 
praise? 

December 24, 2008  
Tonight we will hear the song of the Angels and discover the tune within 
us. Each service will feature Christmas music as we sing and are lead by 
various choirs from our church.  We will hear the message òThe Angel 
Songó and enter into Christmas with the peace of candlelight.  At 11:00 
p.m. service we will also share in the  
sacrament of Holy Communion. 
4:30 p.m. worship  
Childrenõs Pageant, Carols and Candlelight 

 Come and worship the birth of Christ by the  
 witness and joy of our children. 
 7:00 p.m. worship   
 Youth Choirs, Handbells, Carols and  
 Candlelight 
 9:00 p.m. worship  
 Chancel Choir, Carols and Candlelight  
 11:00 p.m. worship   
 Communion, Carols and Candlelight  
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From Pastor Rick 
Did you ever hear someone say something that sounds so right at the time?  
Later you realize what they said was exactly what you were thinking and 
wonder why you did not say it yourself. Perhaps you even remember saying 
something like it before they did and realize you had it right before others could 
hear it. 
Lately, we have heard so much in the media about the need for us all to 
simplify, live within our means, and anticipate a different kind of future.  Does 
that sound familiar to anyone else?  The birth of Christ was missed by so many 
because God did not come in a fashion many expected.  Incarnational love was 
delivered in the birth of a child. That love 
came to a family of simple means.  The 
childõs only luxury was the love and care 
of family and awareness of a God who had 
a call upon his life. 
As an adult, Jesus lived simply, owed no 
one and spent most of his life developing 
holy relationships.  He acted and spoke 
with truth, love and integrity.   His life 
was more fulfilled than any other in ways 
that matter.  He was not rich when he 
died unless you count grace and not in 
debt unless you consider love. 
The world seeks to get its head around simplicity, trust, hope, faith and love. In 
the name of the one who knew the joy of those gifts long before they became 
headlines, I invite you to worship, prayer, mission, Christian fellowship and 
service.  Come and claim the life that has always brought meaning and 
fulfillment regardless of current news.  Come and let us live as Christians, serve 
as disciples and give thanks for being part of the family of God. 
May you have a truly Blessed Christmas this year! 
Pastor Rick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
Sunday Traditional Worship Services 

9:00am & 11:15am 
The Connection (Informal Praise) Service 

 6:00pm 
 
 

Notice:  
There will be one service on Dec 28th at10:00am. 
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From Pastor Reed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Again! 
 Since I last wrote to you life has started moving even faster.  I love 
fall weather more than any other season, and itõs a bit frustrating that there 
seems to be so little time to enjoy it.  I went to hunting camp with my dad, 
my uncle, my cousins and for the first time my son Will.  We had a great 
time, we got three deer among the three of us.  But to be honest, any time I 
can spend in the woods and with family, I count it as a success.    
 Thanksgiving is now behind us, and I hope yours was as blessed as 
ours.  The Festival Singers were fantastic on the first Sunday in Advent.  If 
you havenõt seen them perform you really need to mark your calendars for 
next year.  Iõm looking forward to my first Christmas in Clarkston in 23 
years.  I wonõt take the time and list all the events but I hope that youõll all 
come and celebrate with me. 
 As we gather to celebrate during this season I am reminded of the 
words we say proclaiming the mystery of faith during communion, òChrist 
has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come 
again.ó  Did you every stop to think é that is 
the purpose of Advent?  Christ is coming again, 
am I ready for Jesus to come?  Donõt take this 
thought too lightly; lots of people missed it the 
first time. 

Do as I say and not as I do.  Donõt let 
yourself get so busy that this becomes just an-
other Christmas.  The magic of Godõs Holy 
Spirit is moving throughout the community.  
Take time to experience the presence. 

 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
Pastor Reed 

Christmas Eve Services, Dec 24th 
 

4:30pm Childrenõs Pageant, Carols & Candles 
7pm Choirs, Handbells, Carols & Candles 

9pm Choirs, Carols & Candles 
 11pm Communion, Carols & Candles 
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Many THANKS to all who participated in our first Family Mission 
Night! In additional to fun fellowship time, we made 27 beautiful blankets 
that were delivered to 2 wonderful organizations:  Lighthouse PATH 
(providing transitional housing to homeless women and children) and Grace 
Centers of Hope (Oakland Countyõs oldest and largest homeless shelter). They 
were extremely grateful and felt very blessed to receive the homemade 
blankets. 
 
CHILDRENõS GIVING TREE 
Please support the Childrenõs Christmas Giving Tree located upstairs in 
the Sunday School hallway.  Our church has adopted four local families 
who need our help during the holidays.  Please take the time to select an 
ornament with your child.  Please wrap the gifts in gift bags only.   
Please return the gifts by Dec 14. 
Thank you for your generosity!  
 
We are participating in the Clarkston Lights Parade on Dec. 13th 
@6pm.  We are entering a nativity-themed float.  If your children would like 
to walk or ride on our parade float, please contact Annette Siminski at 
asiminski@clarkstonumc.org, or sign up on the bulletin board outside of 
Office #102 in the main church hallway.  We will provide costumes for your 
children.  Please note that a parent must accompany any child under 7 years of 
age.  

 
The Childrenõs Christmas Pageant will be held 
on December 24th @ 4:30pm.  If your children 
(ages 4 years -5th grade) would like to participate and 
you missed our first meeting, please sign up on the 
bulletin board outside of Room #102 in the main 
church hallway, or email Annette Siminski at 
asiminski@clarkstonumc.org. There are many non-

speaking roles available for all ages. Our first rehearsal for ALL children will 
be Sunday, December 14th at 10am in Room #207.  A dress rehearsal is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 20th at 9am in the sanctuary.  Sign up now! 
 
There will be no Sunday School for Kindergarten-Lounge 456 on 
December 28th.   Children are encouraged to attend worship with their 
families.  A nursery, toddler room, and 3-4 year old Sunday school class will 
be offered as usual.  There will be only one service at 10am.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN  

mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:asiminski@clarkstonumc.org
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Y OUTH  
 
December 21 - All Youth Christmas Party, 7PM - The 
Christmas Party is always one of the most fun events on 
Sunday nights.  We'll do the standard food, games, and gift 
exchange.  So please bring a gift for the gift exchange (do not 
spend any more than $3 or $4). 
 
                 Any Middle School 

students still interested in the March 6
-8 Spring Hill weekend need to sign up 
NOW!  Spots have reserved and paid for that 
we need to fill.  Email Greg at 

gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 

 
 

 
"Sunday night youth programs will start back after Winter break on 

Sunday night, January 4, 2009.   Take note of this on your calendar's, 
enjoy your Christmas break, and we'll see you next year!" 
 
Attention SNL and Club 89 students:  Any student interested in being  
involved in leadership of youth programs for the 2008-2009 school year 
please contact Greg Martin ASAP at either 864 569 6249 or at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org, so he can fill you in and get you started.  There 
are some new and exciting leadership opportunities for the upcoming year, 
so don't miss out!   
 

 
 
 
 
 

                            Youth Group Meetings 
                                 Fuel:         5-7pm 
                               Club 89:      6-8pm 
                                   SNL:         6-8pm  
 
         Study Groups 
6th Grade:     9 & 11:15am, Sundays, 456 Lounge, ongoing 
7th & 8th Grade:     11:15am, Sundays, Youth Classroom 
9th - 12th Grade:     Monday night groups,  
      for info contact Greg Martin 

mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
mailto:gmartin@clarkstonumc.org
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Thanks to everyone who participated in the ThanksLiving Life 
celebration by filling out the Commitment cards for your time and talents.  
You will be receiving a call in the next month. 
 
SERVICE OF HOPE & LIGHT, DECEMBER 16, 2008  7:00 PM 
The holidays can be difficult for all of us:  the stresses and strains of trying to 
offer a time of celebration take their toll, especially if we are dealing with the 
loss of a loved one, the anguish of a broken or troubled relationship, job loss, 
ill health, or a sense of isolation. 
On Tuesday evening, December 16, we offer a special service that includes 
prayer, scripture, music, candle lighting, and  an inspirational message. We 
acknowledge Godõs presence in our grief and struggles, as well as the 
undeniable hope that Christ came to shine light into our darkness.  The short 
service will be followed by light refreshments. Sponsored by Stephen Ministry. 
 
The 2009 offering envelopes are ready for you to pick up.  They are on 
display alphabetically in the Narthex.   
 
Attention: Adults who work with Children, Youth and or 
Vulnerable AdultsñThis is a reminder about the Detroit Conference 
Protection Policy which is in effect for all District and Conference gatherings.  
Chaperones/caregivers are to be òCertifiedó through a òProtection Classó.  The 
next class is                     Monday, January 5, 2009 

Clarkston UMC  - 6:00ð 9:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
To register or for more information, call Brian Kelley (810) 636-4555. ext 
210 or call Jackie Euper at (810) 233-5500 or 800ñ334-0544 ext 362.  All 
paperwork may be downloaded from the DAC website: www.umc-
detconf.org 
 
Finance Update 
It is amazing how our church has continued to provide so many great 
ministries,  this past year.  The staff has done a wonderful job of maximizing 
the dollars given to the ministry.  We are in the position we find ourselves 
many times at the end of the year attempting to balance our budget, so that we 
do not carry the burden of a deficit into the next year.  However this year we 
need to collect $55,000 more than we did last year.  Please consider what you 
can so that all of our ministries can continue and new ones like the meeting the 
needs of all those finding themselves in career transition can flourish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS  



  
There will be an All-Church Talent Show on January 17, 2009.  If you can 
play spoons, tell jokes, whistle while standing on your head or have any other 
marvelous or unknown talents to share, please sign up outside the Music Room, 
beginning on December 1st.  All ages and levels are encouraged to participate.  We 
had a great night last year and we hope this year will be even better.  Start 
rehearsing now and weõll see you there! 

 
   New Choir Beginning 

Are you unable to attend a regular mid-week rehearsal but youõd like to participate 
in the Music Ministry of our church?  A new choir is being formed for our 
11:15am worship service.  The group will rehearse on Sunday mornings at 10am 
and sing at worship right after practice time.  This new choir ð which is yet to be 
named so if you have a great idea for a name, please let Sharon know ð will sing a 
wide variety of music, mostly at the beginning of the worship service, and then 
each singer will have the opportunity to sit with family members in the 
congregation for the rest of the worship time.  Please prayerfully consider joining 
this new group and lending your talents to make it a meaningful musical 
experience for all involved. 

 
 
 

CUMCñSleeping Bags for the Homeless Ministryñ2008 
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.  Matthew 25:40 
 
We want to thank all of you that helped us to put Clarkston United Methodist 
Church into the category of THE GIVERS! 
What an awesome turnout of people drivers, and donations.  Just to highlight 
some of the generosity this year, we were able to distribute 50 sleeping bags, over 
222 coats, 126 hats, 120 goody bags, 167 childrenõs books, 80 McDonaldõs gift 
certificates, several bibles, and so much more.  We would like to share something 
with you that was seen while the sorting was being done.  Some of the bags that 
were donated had the word freecycle written on them.  What a great way to 
think of all donations in this new age of recycling and going green.  Letõs 
freecycle as we help those less fortunate in 2009.  Our thanks to all of you that 
made this possible.  We pray that you can carry this special ministry in your hearts 
through out the coming year.  As we face new challenges in the months ahead, try 
to stay focused on what we do have and be thankful.   
Thanks again and God Bless You, SBFH Ministry 
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T HANK  Y OU  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

14 
9am Worship/Cantata 
10am Childrenôs  
Pageant Rehearsal 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parentôs Circle 
11:15am Worship/
Cantata 
12:30 Membership 
Class 
3pm Confirmation Class 
5pm Fuel 
6pm The Connection  
6pm SNL 
6pm Club 89 
7:15pm Sunday Night 
Couples Class 

15 
1pm Knitting 
6pm Tai Chi 
7pm Ad Council 
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm CrossWord  
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Membership Class 
7:30pm Ed 1 Meeting 

16 
7pm Service of Hope & 
Light 
7pm Boy Scout 
7pm Stephen Ministry 
Meeting  
 

17                                                               
9am Companions/Christ 
9am Companions 
4:30pm Angelus Bells 
5:15pm Wesley Choir 
5:15pm Cherub Choir 
6pm AGF Follow-up 
6pm Youth Choir 
6:45 CelebrationRingers 
7pm Companions/Christ 
7pm Orchestra Practice 
7:30pm Jubilate Bells 
 
 
 

18 
11am Advent Class 
1pm Line Dancing 
6:30pm Menôs Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Sacred Dance 
7pm Cub Scouts 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
 

19 
7am Menôs Bible Study 
5pm Celebration  
Ringers/Youth Choir 
caroling 
7pm AA Meeting 
 
 

20 
9am Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal 
 

21 
9am Worship 
10:10am Parlor Class 
10:10am Parentôs Circle 
11:15am Worship 
2pm Angelus Bells,  
5pm Fuel Meeting 
6pm The Connection  
6pm Club 89 
6pm SNL Meeting 

22 
1pm Knitting 
3:30pm Jubilate Bells 
Offisite 
6pm Tai Chi 
6:30pm Girl Scouts  
7pm Serendipity  
Bible 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Crossword 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
Christmas Eve  
Services 
 
4:30pm Childrenõs  
Pageant Worship 
 
7pm Worship 
 
9pm Worship 
 
11pm Worshipñ
Communion 
 
All services close by 
candlelight 

25 
Merry Christmas 
Office Closed 
Happy Holidays! 
 
 
 

26 
Office Closed 
Happy Holidays 
 
7pm AA Meeting 

27 
Relax and enjoy the 
day! 

 

December 
 




