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gave out an envelope containing $10 to every family in » / g

attendance, and gave them a charge: to use the $10 however << P> 9 V.
they thought God would have them to use it. The church then
asked the families to report back with the decisions they made

on how to use the gift.

Most of the stories that have been reported consist of the money being given to a
worthy cause in the local area, from organizations serving the poor, to children’s

hospitals, to memorials for veterans of past wars.

An interesting exercise, if it were physically possible, would be to give everyone

in the congregation an extra hour in the week. Had the gift of time been given to

every family by “the church”, then there’s a strong chance that families wouldn’t use
that hour to catch the Tivo’ed episode of Lost that they’ve been meaning to watch,
but would instead spend it doing something philanthropic.

So...here’s the next hypothetical step of the stewardship challenge
for everyone: what if we really viewed everything that we have,
T every moment that we live, every talent that we possess, as a gift
= directly from God. One would guess that not everything that we
|

are given would be given away.

There is a distinct difference between how we treat a INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
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have, and every gift you receive as directly from the God
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that loves you more than you can imagine, and may you

order your life in the light of this miraculous truth. ANNOUNCEMENTS 14
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From Pastor Rick

The Rev. Timothy Keller shares the following:

Religion teaches the principle that if I obey then I will be accepted by God.

The Gospels teach that I am accepted through what Jesus Christ has done and
because of that I respond to God in gratitude and obey.

As a result religion and the gospel are diametrically opposed to each other.
Too often, we receive a weak invitation to follow Jesus in a general kind of way.

This often gets interpreted that we are called to be good people.

We are invited into the Gospel to not try to be a good person, but instead to live
committed lives already claimed by the amazing grace of God through Jesus Christ.

Do you at your core believe yourself to be a good person? Do you consider
yourself to be less than a good person? The pressure to always be a good person
can wear you out. The pressure to try and become a good person can stress you
out.

Perhaps it is time to think about yourself in a different way. What if you thought
about yourself and neither good or bad but rather as accepted? You are accepted
by God because of the love God had for you before you were born and will have

for you long after you have passed away.

I hope you will join with me and the congregation in leaving religion behind and
instead live by grace as we celebrate the Gospel truth. This will likely shatter
several of the false beliefs you may have about faith. Dare to invite others to join
with us in this conversation.

We launch on Sunday, January 10% and in classes beginning that week.
(See information on page 6.)

January 10 “Why I like Jesus and not Religion”
January 17 “Lost is more than a TV show”

January 24 “Sin is not what they told you it was”
January 31 “Just between us....”

February 7 “The brother I wish I was....”

February I “Heaven isn’t what they told you either”

Pastor Rick

NEW MEMBERS

4’ Please join us in welcoming
our newest CUMC members:

Corey Haines

Heather Haines

Mitzi Hamp

Michelle Mellen

Mary Sabina

Rick Sabina
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

50 and Over — Please join us for another fun-filled time! Our potluck and
program on Senior Scams will be Friday, January 15, in the Parlor. Bring a dish
to pass and your own table service.

Heart of Hannah wants you to start sorting through your old
children’s books. Boxes for drop-off will be in the Crossroads :
starting in January. These books will be donated in March to

inner-city school children. ——/

STEPHEN MINISTRY Stephen Ministry
{‘g

We will have a supervision meeting on January 11; the
& next continuing education session will be January 26.
Please sign up with Pastor Reed or Sharon Sherrow,

if interested.

THANK You

Dear CUMC,
Thank you for the Memorial Service on All Saints Day.
It has helped me with my griefjourney.

Rachel Byers

Thank You to all CUMC who braved the cold ringing the bells for the
Salvation Army, what a generous way to show how you care for those who
are less fortunate. 2009 marked the 23rd year CUMC has rang the bells
for SA. Thank you church for your time & service to ring the bells.

Happy New Year & God Bless You, Jay Bleim

Thank You !
2009 marked the 6th year for The Sleeping Bags For The Homeless Ministry and
on Nov 7 a group of 27 people from CUMC delivered Sleeping Bags, Blankets,
Winter Coats, Jackets, Shirts & Pants, Boots & Shoes, Hats & Gloves, Personal
Care bags, bags of candy & McDonald Gift Certificates to 150 homeless people
at Flint's "Father Blasko's North End Soup Kitchen." Thank You CUMC for
donating all of these items - and thanks to Tammy Cropp, Abby Whiteford for
storing & sorting all the clothing items and thanks to Eileen Bullen for storing &
transporting all of the Sleeping Bags. There was a great group of 6th grade Girl
Scouts that joined us this year and they managed the kids table and they were so
moved by the experience they are already planning the kids table for next year
too include 'books & toys.'

Thanks again & God Bless from the "SBFTH" Team.
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From Pastor Reed

It was 2002, ABC aired the first episode of Extreme Makeover. The premise
of the show was simple: everyday, ordinary men and women volunteered to
have their image transformed via a flashier wardrobe, a new hairstyle,
exhausting exercise programs, and even plastic surgery. It wasn't long before
the network was airing the first episode of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition—a
show that renovates or rebuilds homes for people who face ongoing difficult
circumstances or have suffered profound loss. The success of the Extreme
Makeover franchise has pushed all the networks to produce countless serial
"cousins"—from TLC's What Not to Wear to A&E's Sell This House! to NBC's The
Biggest Loser. In other words, TV execs quickly learned just how much we love
transformation. We cannot help but watch with interest as someone puts a little
shine on something that has grown dull. We cheer when a rickety gate is torn
from its hinges and is replaced by something sturdier. We cry when the longed-
for "better" replaces what has been. In short, every last one of us desires an
extreme makeover—for others and for ourselves.

I always look at the New Year as an opportunity to take stock of where I
am, and where I hoped to be, and make adjustment and start fresh. Have you
been putting off getting into the Bible a bit more or taking a step up in
discipleship? January offers you new opportunities as well. T will be leading a
new Bible class on the Book of Revelation on Monday nights. I promise it isn’t
as scary or difficult as it seems, try it you’ll like it. Following our church wide
study of “the Prodigal God” I will also be offering a class on Faith Sharing from
the World Methodist Council and Dr. Eddie Fox. But I want to talk for a
minute about the church wide study. Ihave read the book through twice now
and I'd like to offer you this observation. You may see yourself as the free spirit
younger brother and feel vindication as the older brother is admonished. You
may identify with the older brother and resent that that younger brother puts
himself in the place of God, deciding for himself what is right or wrong,
regardless of how it effects anyone else. This will make you resent the grace
shown to the “younger brothers” and resent still further the scrutiny shown you,
the hard working brother trying to do the right thing (albeit for the wrong
reason). My word to you is this that the author has taken pains to rename the
Parable from “the Prodigal Son” to “The Prodigal God.” Don’t get caught up in
“them” or yourself and your own feelings. The book is meant to be about God
and his extravagant prodigal love and blessings. Focus on God and listen for
what he might have to say to you his child.

May God’s Will, Grace, and Joy be with you,

Pastor Reed
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CHILDREN

Kids will attend Worship Service on December 27t
Please bring your children with you to worship service on
December 27t at both 9 and 11:15am. There will be no Sunday
school that day. Nursery and toddler rooms are available.

Thank you to all Families who attended our Community Advent
Night in December. What a great time we all had! A special thanks to
those who prepared the meal and helped with the children upstairs.

Thank you to Tom Lowr ie of Lowrie’s Landscape for letting us use
his trailer for the Christmas Float in Clarkston’s Lights Parade.
Education I presented a live nativity with Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, angels,
shepherds, wise men and stable animals. The float won the Best Holiday Spirit
Award for the 2» consecutive year. Great job kids (and parents who helped
that evening)!!!

Family Movie Night is Friday, January 22»d at 7pm.
Join us in Fellowship Hall for a movie and movie popcorn,
snacks and drinks.

Valentine’s Day Dance and Lounge 456 Lock-In is Friday, February 19t
at 7pm. Everyone is invited to a Valentine’s Day dance from 7-9pm. Dance to
your favorite tunes and enjoy light refreshments too. Following the dance is our
2nd annual Lounge 456 Lock-In. If you are in the 4, 5t or 6t grade, you are
invited to spend the night at the church and participate in some fun activities,
watch a movie, and eat some pizza.

Enjoy breakfast on Saturday at 7:30am. Y ‘é 'a)
Pick-up is at 8am.
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PRAYER REQUESTS

If you or someone you know could benefit from the caring support of the church,
please contact Rev. Richard Dake in the church office.

Prayer Requests for church bulletin and/or Prayer Chain:
Use pew card, contact Suzanne Tinka at 625-3405, or email to
prayerrequests@clarkstonumc.org.

Congregation and their Family Members
Erica Cale, Sam Corner, Don Ferris, Louise Hughes,
Christopher Knoop, Tami Lowrie, Riley Maund, Jeff Phillips,
Judy Rosenberger, Emily Schmidt, Sue Shelton, Keith Staley,
Patsy Stalker, Barbara Stam, and Mary Warner

Friends of the Congregation
Kathy Albany, Agie Benedict, Frank Glowzinski, Alex Kosbab, Mary Jankowski,
Rev. Gerald Lerche, Mark Lund, Joe Maloney, Karen Mohnkern, Barry Nack,
and Lowell Satterlee

In Care Facilities
Golda Cecil, John & Peggy Dryer, Tamara Ellsworth, Gen Gordon,
Doris McElmurray, Lena Mellen, J.D. Powell, and Docia Wallace

At Home
Stuart Akom, Brooke Bandyk, Bob & Doris Beattie, Steiner Clark, Jim & Kay Coates,
Gail & Jack Hess, Ray Koskela, Bernice & Frank McCarrick, John & Martha
Pasternak, and Vincent Richard

Serving Our Country
David Abuya, Maggie Adams, Robert Baird, Aron Bland, Nick Blazak, Joe Bondy,
Madeline Bondy, Josh Brewer, Scott Brewer, Becky Bucar, John Burbank,
Sean Coppinger, Shawn Flanigan, Michael Galbraith, Jim Goerss, Joshua Goerss,
Ariel Gruenberg, Luke Harris, Bill Haun, Julie Hengehold, Greg LeClaire,
Tommy Lewis, John Nickerson, Jeremy Parrott, Lisa Pasternak, Jerel Ridgley, Beau
Rose,
Ryan Thomas, John Wawruck, Nicholas White, Matt Wolber, Gabriel Zapata,
and Ethan Zimmerman

Our Christian Sympathy Extended to:

The Curdy Family on the death of Laura’s mother, Norma Ford

The DuPree family on the death of Lou’s father, Ed DuPree

The Kitchen Family on the death of Jeanne’s father

The Siminski family on the death of Annette’s grandmother, Joanne Murphy







