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As you are reading this 196 children have just finished a 
camping adventure at church.  Camp E.D.G.E. 
(Experience Discover God Everywhere) Vacation Bible 
School was a great experience, not just for the 196 
children but the 120+ volunteers that have made it 

possible.  Camp Edge 
took our children to an 
extreme adventure camp where they Experienced and 
Discovered God Everywhere!  VBS was not your typical 
stroll through the woods. VBS was an action-packed, 
adrenaline-filled 
expedition that taught 
kids their strength 

and might that comes from God through rockin' 
contemporary music, games, extreme sports videos, 
and cool, challenging crafts.  The kids learned how to 
live on the E.D.G.E. in their faith with daily Pledges:   
God is with me. I will stay close to God.  God guides 
me. I will follow.  God teaches me. I will learn. 

God loves me. I 
will love God and others. 
God sends me. I will go. 
While over 250 snow cones and balls of cotton 
candy where consumed on Wednesday tummy 
aches were not the only results of vacation bible 
school. 
A great 
partnership was 

formed with an organization called Little Dresses for 
Africa that takes supplies like homemade pillowcases 
dresses to clothe people.  The children not only learned 
about the poverty and disease that challenge many 
African villages; they also took action by making 190 
pillowcase dresses, 200 hacky sacks, and collecting 
toothbrushes, band aids, pens, paper and small toys. 
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From Pastor Rick 
 

 

Leah Chandler Vogel 
8lbs 5oz    20 inches 

June 23, 2009 
Zurich, Switzerland 

 

There you are.  Iõve been waiting to get here.  
Actually I really liked where I was but I could 
not stay there.  So after 14 hours of being 
squeezed and pushed, I have arrived. It is nice here.  From what I can make out, 
there are two people who seem silly and tired that take great interest in me.  
The one seems very familiar, her voice and her touch make me feel at home.  
The other is excited and not as certain as to what to do with me.  But he seems 
willing and trainable. I will get to work on him soon. 
This world is different than the one I came from.  It is cooler, brighter, and 
noisier.  There is so much going on and I get tired here quickly. I like to sleep. 
I have a lot of questions?  Who am I, what am I and why am I here?  But letõs 
start with the important questions first.  Where can a girl get her nails done?  I 
donõt mean to sound ungrateful, but what about a new outfit.  This one is nice 
and all, but I think something in a nice soft pink or yellow would be nice.  Also, 
I could stand to have someone do my hair.  At least to get a ribbon would be 
nice.  Also, what will tuition be at Duke in 2027? 
The truth is I really do not need much right now.  Mostly, I like to be held.  
Tomorrow they tell me there are people coming to visit me.  They live not far 
from here and it sounds like they are excited to meet me.  I wonder what I 
should wear?    I am also told that next week two more are coming from far 
away to meet me.  I am told they are very excited.  The lady who is coming is 
supposedly some kind of professional who will know exactly how to care for 
me.  I am told the man is big and likes to talk a lot.  Maybe if he talks enough he 
can help me get to sleep. 
That is all I know for now.  I am sleepy.  Oh there is one more thing I was 
supposed to tell you.  Just before I came into this world, I heard someone say, I 
love you.  I think it was for me.  I think it was for you too. 
Leah 
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From Pastor Reed 
 

Itõs Summer Time and The Living is Easy 
 

 That lyric comes from one of my favorite songs.  Though as I reflect 
on it, summer living really isnõt òeasyó, summer seems to go by faster than any 
other time of year.  Summer is a total change of pace.  We get more sunshine, 
we have more time with friends and family, and we get to do different things 
that we normally get to do the rest of the year. 

We have some of those opportunities as a church too.  We need to 
get together and do some work on the yard and some around the church as 
well. With the slow down in summer programming, take some time to get 
together with folks that werenõt in your ònormaló schedule this year. 

All that being said let us not forget what summer is best used for, a 
time of renewal and reconnecting with God.  Try spending some alone time 
with God by going somewhere you didnõt have the time to go during the 
ònormaló time of year. Another way to connect to God is to read a good book.  
If you havenõt read Billy Grahamõs biography, òJust As I Am,ó summer would 
be a great time to start.  Another good bio is Jim Bakerõs òI Was Wrong.ó If 
fiction is more your speed òThe Shackó is one of the most talked about books of 
the year.  Good fiction like the òLeft Behindó series and òThe Shackó, make you 
think?  Remember that when you are reading fiction that it is just that, fiction. 

But however you do it, donõt miss this chance to reconnect with God.  
Remember this is the, òbreak from it alló that you waited for all year.  Enjoy 
this summer and the renewal it has to offer.  I pray that your summer will be 
just what you need, to recharge your batteries and draw closer to God. 
 
May Godõs Will, Grace, and Joy be with you, 
 
Pastor Reed 
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Summer Sunday School has begun.  Like last year, Summer Sunday school is 
available at the 10 am hour only.  Nursery (infant-3 years) is available at both 8:30 
& 10am.  New this year is the age/format of Summer Sunday school.  It is a 
One Room program for children ages 4 years thru those who have completed 
1st grade.  Children 3 years and under may go to the nursery.  Children who 
have already completed 2nd grade or higher attend worship service.  These 
children are encouraged to bring their bibles and listen to the sermon.  There 
are quiet activities and hand-outs with questions for them each week pertaining 
to the worship service.  (Hint, hint:  There is a reward from Mrs. Siminski for 
answering the weekly questions!)   
 
Summer Sunday School teachers needed at 10am on Sundays!  If you 
would like to help one Sunday this summer with one room Sunday school (4 
year olds-1st grade), please contact Annette Siminski @248-625-1611 ext. 233.  
We still need help on July 19, August 23 and August 30.   
 
Summer Nursery help is needed at both 8:30 and 10am worship 
services.  If you are interested in spending some quality time with our little 
ones, please contact Karen Girard @248-922-9499. 
 
Thank you for your help with VBS.  A huge thanks to all volunteers who 
helped with VBS in the days leading up to, during, and after VBS.  We could 
never pull this off without the help of the +120 youth and adult volunteers.  
We hosted 190 VBS children this year as they learned about Godõs never-ending 
love and compassion for them.  It was a great week, thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers. 
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Y OUTH  
All members of Clarkston UMC:  You are invited to attend a dedication 
service at Covenant House in Detroit to celebrate the work that our 
Righteous Mission students and the Covenant House residents have done 
throughout the week of Righteous Mission.  This dedication service is 
Saturday, July 18, at Covenant House at 11AM.  Address for the event is:   
Covenant House   
2959 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Detroit, MI  48208 

 
2009 marks the 20th anniversary of the Righteous 
Mission program.  We are seeking alumni from the 20 
years to join us for worship on Sunday, August 2 at 10 
a.m.  If you have any addresses or information on any of the 
alumni, please contact Greg Martin at the church 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org.  We also have a Facebook 
group of Righteous Mission Alumni, so please encourage any alumni you 
know to join.  We already have 110 members in the group! 

 
All students who will be a part of SNL next year:  We will be having 
an SNL leadership retreat on August 22-23.  We will be going off site, and 
for this weekend retreat, there is no cost, though we need to know who will 
be a part of SNL leadership this year and will be attending the retreat.  So if 
you have any interest in this weekend, please contact Greg in the church 
office or at gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 

 
With the starting of the new 611 worship 
service in the fall, we are starting a youth praise 
band to play once a month.  If you are a student and 
play guitar, keyboard, bass, drums, or any other 

instrument and would like to  
be a part of it, please contact 
either Dave Hickey at 
hickeydjs@comcast.net or  
Greg Martin at 
gmartin@clarkstonumc.org 
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RM ó09 Update 

$12000 raised!  

   Thank you!  



 

 

   

UMM  
CUMC Menõs Softball  Schedule is listed 
below.  Please contact Mark Kelly if you are  
interested in playing and want to receive notices at 
mpk@maprikel.com 
2009 Schedule 
7/6    6:15pm      St. Trinity Church 
7/13  7:30pm      First Missionary Church 
7/20  6:15pm      First Missionary Church 
7/27  Position Round 
8/3    Rain Outs 
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Library News: Thank you UMW for the generous donation for book purchases in 
our library.  We will use some of the funds to purchase books on the UMW 
reading program!  Look for them soon! 
The  library committee would like to hear from YOU! 

Any suggestions of books you would like to see in the library? 

Would you be willing to write a short book review ? 
Contact Christine Wyatt, Helen Phillips, Millie Ham, Myung Pinner, Sharon 
Dollens, Anne Rasmussen, or Kim Mellen. 
 
Look for our new section on the church website!!! 
 
Featured book review of the month is by Sharon Dollens 
òBoomerang Joyó, by Barbara Johnson, is a funny and inspirational book  found in 
the Prayer and Devotion section in the library.  There are 60 devotions that are a 
fresh breath of joy to read.  Barbara embellishes life with enthusiasm, laughter, joy 
and by giving smiles to everyone she meets.  It makes you think about your 
commitment to Christ, your life, and ways you can bring out the best in your 
family, your friends, and complete strangers.   The cartoonist is John McPherson 
who brings the pages to life and makes you laugh out loudña witty way to 
complement this book!  Just like a boomerang, your laughter will come back to 
you again and again!  This book brings out the best in us, and doesnõt Christ want 
that in all of us each and every day of our life?  I do hope you enjoy reading this 
book as much as I did, and that it does put a smile on your face! 
 
Look for the NEW books in the Stephen Ministry Section of the library given in 
memory of James R. Vass. 

When your Grandparent Dies #1ñby Victoria Ryan 

When your Grandparent Dies #2ñby 
Victoria Ryan 

What is Heaven Like?  - by Pamela Querin 

When Bad Things Happenñby Ted 
OõNeal 

When Mom and Dad Divorce #1ñby 
Emily Menendez-Aponte 

When Mom and Dad Divorce #2ñby 
Emily Menendez-Aponte 

A Grace Disguised  #2ñBy Jerry Sitter 

When Grief Breaks your Heartñby James 
W. Moore 

 
 

Page 7 



 

  

   

New Finance Ministry Team 
As our church grows and has new ministries evolving all the time, a new ministry 
is evolving that brings all the different finance ministries together.  We are having 
the first meeting of this new group on August 13, at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  
Everyone is invited to join this new ministry and there are many different roles to 
play.  The Finance Ministry will be broken in to 6 different areas: 
 

Annual Gifts 
Develop creative Annual Financial Stewardship Campaigns focused 

to fund ministry and raise awareness and commitment of 
worshippers to vision and mission of congregation 

Major Gifts 
Develop models to ask individuals and groups to give Second Mile 

financial contributions to Designated Giving opportunities. 
Create opportunities for significant major gifts to seed and support 

Capital Improvements, Ministry Enhancement and/or 
expansion. 

Life Gifts 
Offer programs and opportunities for individuals to give Life Gifts in 

the form of Estate giving or designation of the Church as an 
Insurance Beneficiary 

Accounting 
Manage the Revenue and Expenditure of Annual Operational 

Budgets and contributions for various campaigns and develop 
reports that give transparency and allows ministry to move 
forward. 

 
Personal Discipleship Education 

Offer ongoing education and training for individuals and families of 
all ages to grow as Christian stewards of their personal finances 
utilizing programs such as Good Sense 

Endowment 
Manage the existing endowment of congregation directed by the 

existing bylaws. 
Work with Life Gifts and Major Gifts and United Methodist 

Foundation to expand and utilize endowment for enhancement 
of ministry. 

Where do you fit in?  Please pray on which area you feel called to support.  If you 
are interested in being a part, whether you can make the August 13 meeting or 
not, please contact Rob Gilkerson in the Church office at 248-620-8402 or 
rgilkerson@clarkstonumc.org 
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òBeyond High Schooló - Weõre looking for the  
2006-2009 High School Graduates! 

 
Weõre connecting with our Grads, but we need new addresses to  
continue to touch their lives.  After high school our youth need to know 
their church family cares about their faith journey throughout life.  We plan 
to connect with them  by sending cards and care packages, but first, we 
need information.  Please fill out this form if you are interested.   

 
Graduate Information: 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
School attending if in college: ___________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Job if working: _______________________________________ 
 
Birthdate: ___________________________________________ 

 
IF you would like to send this information via email, please send to: Kay 
Valley kayvalleycpm@aol.com or call Becky Keagy w/any questions:  
248-625-3348. 
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